
I may have already told you, but all four of my siblings got married in 2006
My little sister got married in Iowa in January - my older sister got married in Kansas City in February - I had to come back a 

day early from my seminary trip to Rome just because of her - my oldest sister got married in April in Berlin, Germany 
- so the week before my finals, I was in Berlin, Germany not studying as much as I should have been - obviously I was 
not consulted when she set the date - and my brother was married in the Chicago area in September

One of my sisters got married in a Protestant church because they didn’t want to wait six months of prep time that the 
Catholic Church insists on and the Catholic Church she went to didn’t have the date available that she wanted

However, she still goes to church at the Catholic Church
On a separate occasion, I asked her why she went to the Catholic Church and not some other church - she said because it is 

familiar - it is what we grew up with
It wasn’t about truth - it wasn’t about the things that are distinctly Catholic, like our belief in the Real Presence, that Jesus is 

in the Eucharist body, blood, soul, and divinity - it wasn’t about the Catholic Church’s teaching on contraception, or 
Purgatory, or the fact that you have to see a priest to get your mortal sins forgiven - it wasn’t about the fact that the 
pope and the bishops can trace a linage back to the Apostles and ultimately back to Christ Himself - it wasn’t about 
anything like that - the reason she went to the Catholic Church was because it is familiar

It isn’t necessarily a bad thing to feel at home and comfortable at Mass - this is a good thing, but maybe it is a good thing to 
ask - “Why do we go to Mass here at <STJB, STC, OLMC> and not some other Christian Church?”

What draws me here? Is it because this feels like home? Are we comfortable here? Do we like the people here? Is it the 
pastor? Actually, don’t answer that - Or is it because we believe that what happens here at Mass is something I can’t 
get anywhere else? Do we believe that the Mass is a foretaste of the Heavenly banquet? Do we believe that receiving 
the Eucharist, receiving Jesus body, blood, soul, and divinity is such a great gift that how could we possibly even think 
of going somewhere else or even missing Mass?

Have you ever been to a Protestant service? - Have you been jealous of some of the things they do? Maybe it is the upbeat 
music, or the sermon, or something else that really draws you in?

In the first reading, St. Luke records in the Acts of the Apostles the jealousy of the Jewish leaders - St. Luke records that 
almost the whole city of Antioch was gathered around to hear Paul and Barnabas preach the word of the Lord

St. Luke records that the Jews, this would have been the Jewish leaders - (in the paragraph before St. Luke records that 
many Jews were following Paul and Barnabas) - so the Jewish leaders and rabbis were filled with jealousy and with 
violent, violent abuse contradicted what Paul said

Unfortunately for the Jewish leaders, truth is not determined by desire or by majority
If it is raining outside and I’m inside - even if I don’t believe it is raining outside, if I go outside, I’m going to get wet - reality is 

not determined by what I believe - reality is reality
We know and believe that Jesus died and rose again for the forgiveness of our sins and to give us life, life in abundance



We know from Scripture, from the Bible, and Sacred Tradition, that Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would protect St. 
Peter, the first Pope, and his successors, and the Catholic Church from teaching error when it came to the matters of 
faith and morals (see Matthew 16:19, 1 Timothy 3:15) - we know and believe that the Catholic Church is different from 
all other religions and from all other Christian denominations - we know and believe that the Catholic Church has the 
fullness of truth (in matters of faith and morals) - the truth given as a deposit of faith by Christ to the Apostles

The Jewish leaders were jealous of the number people following and listening to Paul and Barnabas - the Jewish leaders 
weren’t interested in the truth Paul and Barnabas had to say - the Jewish leaders were just jealous that the people 
weren’t following them - it wasn’t about the truth - for the Jewish leaders it was about popularity, or lack there of

For you, what is religion about? Is it about familiarity? Is it about duty? Is it about rules? Or is it about love and relationship? 
Our love and relationship with the Persons of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

We the Gentiles, the people of all nations, are called to worship Christ - and not just worship but get to know and have a 
relationship with Christ

We need to spend time in silent prayer - this is necessary for an obvious reason - when you spend time with a friend, do you 
talk the whole time? - I doubt it - if you talked the whole time, you would be a very annoying and self-centered friend - 
in order to be a good friend, to have a good relationship with someone, we have to spend part of the time listening - 
this is also true of our relationship with Christ

I know your lives are busy, but I cannot stress enough how important it is to find some time for personal silent time with God 
each day - even if it is just 5 or 10 minutes a day

Why is this so important? God wants to know and love Him - He wants us to know Christ
The psalm for today says God made us and thus we belong to God
Like a good father, God wants to shower us with gifts - He wants to give you your heart’s desires - He wants to end your 

empty searching - He wants you to quit being beat up by the world and life
He is the Good Shepherd - He knows you and loves you - you are His precious sheep
He is calling you - do you hear His voice? - Do you know what His voice sounds like? - this is why we need to spend time in 

prayer
He yearns for you - Do you yearn for Him?
If we know and love Him, then death is not the end of life, but the beginning of life, a life to the full - as the Good Shepherd, 

Jesus gives us life eternal - God, in the book of Revelations, promises an eternal life without hunger or thirst, an 
eternal life where there is no sadness, an eternal life where every tear will be wiped from our eyes

The only one who can take us out of God’s hand is ourselves - God never takes away our free will - but even if we do take 
ourselves out of God’s hand, Jesus, the Good Shepherd, will leave the 99 to seek us out and try to persuade us to 
come back 

He wants to give us eternal life and more because we belong to Him - He loves us
Do you love Him back?


