
In the olden days, they had to switch the train tracks manually - so the story goes that a man was manning the track switch - 
it was especially important because a recent flood had washed out one of the bridges - so if they train went that way, 
everyone on the train would die as it fell into the river canyon - so the man needed to send the train down the other 
track across the good bridge - however, as a train was approaching he couldn’t find his son - right before the train 
reached the switch, he saw in the train’s headlight his son playing on the train tracks towards the good bridge - there 
was no way to save both his son and the train - so he had to make a quick decision - send everyone on the train to 
their deaths by sending the train down the track with the washed out bridge or to send the train down the tracks with 
the good bridge, but sacrifice his son - he chose the latter - as the train went by, the man saw the people on the train 
laughing and having a good time, totally unaware of the sacrifice he had just made for their well being

This is an analogy of what God the Father did for us - He sacrificed His only Son, Jesus Christ for us - and way too often we 
are like the passengers on the train, totally ignoring the sacrifice God the Father and God the Son made for our well 
being

But we do know - twelve men took the Gospel to the ends of the earth - we are aware of the sacrifice that God made for our 
well being - do we live out of that awareness or do we ignore it?

If we stop looking at the people around us who are caught up in the same fairy tale that all is well with our souls and look out 
the window, we will see the child, we will see Jesus and the sacrifice He made for the life of our souls

As I have quoted before, Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” - Jesus died for our sins so that we can have new life, life in abundance - Jesus came to restore what 
Adam and Eve lost - He came to restore our image and likeness to God

Sin, the cancer of sin, destroys the very core of our being, it destroys us and robs us of our humanity, of our life and love
The love of Christ destroys the cancer of sin - God the Father glorified Jesus by raising Him from the dead - the Lord shares 

His glory with us and all who believe in Him as their Lord and Savior - the Lord’s grace, won on the Cross, the Lord’s 
love makes us holy, makes us better people - I have a friend from college who had a child in high school - not an ideal 
thing, and sex outside of marriage is a sin, but God brought a greater good out of the sin - my friend said that her 
daughter, the love she shared with her daughter, saved her from who she was becoming - love is the greatest force 
there is in the universe

Love is stronger than hate and evil - our Savior proved that when He rose from the dead - He will prove it completely at the 
end of time - 1 John 4:8 says God is Love

There is only one thing that can defeat love - no, it is not hate - love can and will triumph over hate - the only thing love 
cannot defeat is stubborn pride - God gives us free will - God is not going to force us to receive His love and to love 
Him back - Satan rebelled out of pride - he wanted to be God's equal and rival - Adam disobeyed because he listened 
to Satan's lie and deceptive promise of glory apart from God - We sin because we love ourselves more than we love 
God and our neighbor - Only the Cross of Jesus Christ can break the curse of sin and bring full restoration of body, 
mind, and soul



We are made for greatness - we are made for glory, the glory that comes from God which in heaven, lasts forever - this glory 
is only available through the sacrifice of God the Father’s Son, Jesus Christ

The Cross is the price for our glory, for our holiness, for our greatness - we, in our free will given to us by God, get to choose 
if that price was worthwhile or not

All God wants back is everything - God wants to be Lord of our lives - God is the Creator of our lives - But who is in control of 
our lives? - Is it God or do we pretend that it is ourselves?

But Father, what about all the bad things that happen in my life? - How am I to love God and others when I have been dealt 
such a hand?

On this side of the Fall of Adam and Eve, true love always requires sacrifice - we hear in the first reading how hard it was for 
the first Christians to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ, to spread the Good News of the freedom that is found in 
a faith in Jesus Christ - in the first reading Paul and Barnabas strengthened the believers in Jesus Christ - they 
encouraged one another to persevere in faith

So often it seems like God isn’t listening to our prayers - so often it seems like God is far away - but as Mother Theresa said, 
“God doesn't ask us to be successful. He asks us to be faithful.” - this especially applies to prayer - does God answer 
every prayer the way we want Him to? - do we feel all warm and fuzzy and good inside every time we pray - No, but 
that doesn’t mean we stop praying

As someone once said, “Things often don’t make sense with God. They make even less sense without God.”
We are quickly loosing our way as a society - a classmate of mine from seminary, an awesome priest, posted on Facebook - 

that suicide rates in the United States have surged to a 30 year high - with the post, he wrote: Watch people try to 
explain this trend in terms of economics, and lack of education, jobs, etc. "If we just had the right government and 
laws, all of this would stop..." Not that these don't cause suffering, but let's look at what's causing such hopelessness 
in the face of suffering. How about start with the rejection of God (translated: there is no ultimate meaning to life, no 
ultimate love= no hope), the breakdown of the family (translated: people's lives are destroyed and left in pieces) and 
downright rugged individualism (translated: people who suffer have no one to love them)? How about start with the 
fact that people don't know the extravagant love of Jesus and so they don't believe life is worth living? (people don't 
know how much they're worth) If such statistics do not make you want to share the TRUTH about love, and the 
meaning of life, the hope all revealed and made real in Jesus, I'm not sure what will.

True love is not just accepting who a person is, but also who God created them to be - when we are left to define our own 
meaning to life, what happens when we fail? - what happens when we are not smart enough, pretty enough, strong 
enough? - what happens when we left to define our own truth? what happens when we don’t find it? - what happens 
when we are sad and confused? -I will tell you what happens - suicide rates in the United States surge to a 30 year 
high

What happens when words and terms no longer have meaning? - What happens when people can say they are whatever 
gender they want to be? - What happens when men can go into the bathroom stalls with our wives and daughters 



because they feel like a woman? - insanity ensues - sadness and confusing reign in people’s hearts - and suicide 
rates in the United States surge to a 30 year high - yes, we need to be tolerant - but we must not be so tolerant that 
our brains fall out

Jesus said they will know we are Christians by our love - Jesus said we must love one another - we must love one another 
as Jesus has loved us

So what does Jesus’ love look like? - Did Jesus accept people the way there were, the way they are? - Yes and no - Did 
Jesus accept them the way they wanted to be? - yes, He loved them the way they are, but, and that’s a big but, He 
challenged them to be who they were created to be - the woman caught in adultery - “Neither do I condemn you. Now 
go and sin no more.” - the rich young man: “There is still one thing left for you: sell all that you have and distribute it to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life - God the Father sacrificed Jesus for us, for our freedom from sin, from the evil that 
prevents us from being the best version of ourselves - we did not create ourselves - God created us - thus He gets to 
determine what is best for us - we do not have to figure this out for ourselves - the weight of finding the meaning of 
our lives does not fall on our shoulders

The meaning of life is God - God created us to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him, and be happy with Him forever in 
heaven

This is the Good News of the Gospel - when we love people by challenging them to holiness, to the greatness that God 
created them for - when we stop allowing people to define themselves and to make up stupid reason for the meaning 
of life, then they will know we are Christians - the world expects us to go around judging people and condemning them    
- we need to love and accept everyone, even those who are confused, even if they don’t think they are confused - we 
need to show them compassion - we need to love them back to the Truth found in Jesus Christ

The father sacrificed his son in order to save the passengers on the train - God the Father sacrificed His Son in order to save 
the world - what are we willing to sacrifice to help people know Jesus Christ?

There are lost, sad, and confused people all around us - we need to love them - we need to love them back to Jesus Christ, 
back to the Way, Truth, and the Life


