
I had to leave my job at Mayo in order to figure out if I was called to the priesthood - I had to sell my house that I had a 
mortgage on - I had to quit my job at Mayo knowing that if I came back, I probably would have to start over, partly 
because the computer engineering field changes so rapidly these days

So in order to see what my true vocation was, I had to leave behind the familiar - I had to take a risk
I had to leave, I had to divert from my life plan - leaving the familiar is not always easy to do
In the first reading St. Luke records Jesus telling the Apostles to go to Jerusalem and wait for the promise of the Father, to 

wait to be baptized with the Holy Spirit
In response, they ask when is Jesus going to restore the kingdom of Israel? Even now, they think that Jesus has come to 

restore the nation of Israel to its former glory - They think that Jesus has come to set up an earthly kingdom
Jesus responds that it is not for them to know the times or the seasons - what will happen for sure though, is they will receive 

the power of the Holy Spirit - when that happens, they will be witnesses for Christ in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 
the whole world - this is an ever growing size of land - it would be like saying you will be my witnesses throughout 
<MN Lake, Wells, Easton>, Minnesota, the United States, and the whole world

Jesus then ascends into the sky - as He disappears into a cloud, two men dressed in white garments, most likely angels, 
asked the Apostles, “Why are you standing there looking at the sky?”

Why did Jesus leave his disciples forty days after his resurrection? - Forty is a significant number in the Scriptures - Moses 
went to the mountain to seek the face of God for forty days in prayer and fasting - The people of Israel were in the 
wilderness for forty years in preparation for their entry into the promised land - Elijah fasted for forty days as he 
journeyed in the wilderness to the mountain of God - For forty days after his resurrection Jesus appeared numerous 
times to his disciples to assure them that he had risen indeed and to prepare them for the task of carrying on the work 
which he began during his earthy ministry.

The reason the Apostles kept staring at the sky was because they couldn’t let go of the past - the Savior Jesus Christ, whom 
they thought they had lost to death, had risen - the man who they had spent the last three years of their lives with, 
whom they believed to be the voice, the Person of God, was leaving them - how could they not be attached to the 
past?

The past is familiar - the future is not - It is easy to cling to the past, to what is familiar 
In order to grow, we need to leave behind the familiar
The Apostles, when Jesus was on earth, had Jesus with them
Because Jesus went back to the Father and sent the Holy Spirit to the Apostles and to us, we have Jesus inside of us; most 

profoundly when we receive Jesus Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity in the Eucharist
In a real way, we are closer to Jesus than He was to the Apostles when Jesus was with them as He walked the earth
Another reason Jesus ascended to Heaven was to bring dignity to humanity - as I have said before, the angels are naturally 

higher in creation - they move from one place to the next instantaneously - they don’t have to learn anything - 
knowledge and truth were given to them at the time of their creation - however, Jesus, who is one divine person, but 



now has a full human nature to go with His full divine nature - Jesus has a 100% divine nature and 100% human 
nature - only in Jesus does 1 + 1 = 1. Don’t try that in math class - this is the miracle and mystery of the nature of 
Jesus Christ

But just think about it - God is completely other - God is spirit - thee Spirit - God is outside of time and space - God is not 
physical - God is separate from His creation of the universe - have you ever seen or touched God? - No?

Aw, but you have - God was separate from His creation of the universe - God was not part of His creation - He was not 
physical, but now He is - Jesus, who is the Second Person of the Trinity has a human body, has a full human nature - 
this human body is now part of the Trinity, God Himself

We touch Jesus every time we receive the Eucharist - Not only do we touch Him, but He becomes a part of body as we 
digest the Consecrated Host - He becomes a part of your body so that you can become more a part of His Body, the 
Body of Christ - We can also gaze upon Jesus and spend time with Him physically in Eucharistic Adoration - we have 
Adoration every Sunday and Monday at St. Casimir - I invite you to spend some time hanging out with Jesus 
physically in Eucharistic Adoration

God loves us and wants to be a part of us so much that not only did He take on our human nature, not only did He redeem 
our fallen human nature, but He took it with Him to Heaven - now our human nature is part of God, part of the very 
Trinity

Did God take on the nature of a cow or a rhinoceros? Did God even take on the nature of an angel? No, He took on human 
nature - This is proof that He loves us more than any other part of His creation

As a good parent, you don’t have a favorite child - in some ways though, we, all of us, are God’s favorite child - He loves us 
more than any other part of His creation - so much so that He became one of us - why? - so that we could become 
more like Him

Jesus Christ came to love us, to heal us, to die for us, to save us, and to give us eternal life
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the power of God - the Gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to release people from their 

burden of sin, guilt, and oppression, and the power to heal, restore, and make us whole - Do you believe the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ has the power to change and transform your life?


