
When I was in high school, most colleges wanted two years of a foreign language to be taken in high school - so I took 
German

One semester I was going to be a C for the semester - however, earlier in the year our teacher said we could do some cultural 
things for extra credit - so even though I can’t cook, I somehow pulled off making some German cookies, got my extra 
credit and got my B for the semester

In seminary, I took Latin, Hebrew, and Greek - none of it went well
When I went to World Youth Day in Spain 2011 as a priest, they had these outdoor Confession stalls - now in order for the 

Sacrament to be valid the priest has to know what he is absolving - thus it is necessary for the priest to understand 
what the penitent is confessing - so in Spain, a priest would put signs on the outside of his Confession stall of what 
languages he could hear Confessions in - some priests had seven or eight signs on the outside of their Confession stall 
- me, I just had one - English

When I was a newbie priest, an associate in Owatonna, there was twice when the pastor had the prison Mass and the 
Hispanic priest was gone - thus, me who has had zero training in Spanish, don’t do well with foreign languages, had to 
say the Spanish Mass - to this day, I don’t even know if they were valid

In the first reading last night, at the vigil Mass, we heard in the Book of Genesis, how, out of pride, the people wanted to build 
a huge tower - God in order to humble them and foil their plan, made them begin to speak different languages - thus 
they couldn’t communicate and finish the tower - this is where the word “babel” comes from

In the first reading this morning, we hear about the undoing of the confusion of the Tower of Babel - the Holy Spirit comes 
down upon the disciples in tongues of fire, and these Jews started speaking languages from all over the world 
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ

These people who had ran away in fear, these people who had hid after the Resurrection, were now, under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit, boldly proclaiming in the streets about Jesus Christ

Now to us, Jerusalem may seem like a far away place, but if you look at a map, it is a great place to start a world-wide religion 
- Jerusalem was not just a religious center, but it was a hub for commerce, information, ideas, and culture - on a map 
you’ll notice that Jerusalem sits at a cross-road between Asia, Europe, and Africa - thus when the disciples boldly 
proclaimed the Gospel that Pentecost day, people from all over the world heard them…and understood them 

At the Tower of Babel, people of the world became divided - in Jerusalem, at Pentecost, they become united once again
And this is the way it is suppose to be - we are suppose to be One Body in Christ
The One Holy Spirit - the Second Person of the Trinity, God Himself, was given to disciples on that first Pentecost - they did 

miraculous things that day
That very same Holy Spirit dwells in us because of Baptism
St. Paul in the second reading, in his first letter to the Corinthians, says that Christ is one body, but many parts - St. Paul says, 

because of the Holy Spirit, because of our Baptism, we are the One Body of Christ, though many parts
It is one spirit, but there are many different spiritual gifts



Just as in the human body, every organ has its own function, but it acts for the good of the whole body - so too, in the Body of 
Christ, we each have our own talents and gifts - God gave us these gifts to share with others for the good of all

We are to use the unique gifts and talents given to us by the Holy Spirit to further the work and mission of the Church 
We are the one Body of Christ - the Holy Spirit dwells in us - what are going to do with it?
The Holy Spirit is like gasoline in your car - some of us are more like sports cars, some us more like mini vans, some of us are 

more like pick-up trucks or tractors - but the same gasoline sits in the tank - and it sits there doing nothing until we turn 
the ignition on and start the car 

The same is true of the Holy Spirit - the Holy Spirit is in our souls due to baptism - however, for a lot of us, the Holy Spirit just 
sits there in our soul not doing a whole lot

The Holy Spirit that 2000 years ago made a bunch of insignificant Jews become radical bold proclaimers of a new religion 
based on the Truth of Jesus Christ - that same Holy Spirit dwells in us - like the Apostles, we too are to boldly proclaim 
our faith and use our gifts from the Holy Spirit in order to serve others

In the Gospel, Jesus appears to the disciples, breathes on them, and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” - Jesus said this to us at 
our Baptism - “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

Jesus ascended to God the Father - we celebrated the Ascension last Sunday - however, Jesus did not abandon us - just as 
He promised, He sent us the Advocate, the Holy Spirit

Jesus gives us the Holy Spirit out of love - remember the Holy Spirit is the Love that is shared between God the Father and 
God the Son - we say in the Creed that we say at Mass that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son

God loves us and gives us the Holy Spirit - Jesus tells His disciples and us, that the Holy Spirit, the Advocate will teach you 
everything and remind you of all that I have told you

We believe as Catholics that the Holy Spirit continues to guide the Catholic Church in teaching the Truth when it comes to 
matters of faith and morals

We trust Jesus when He told Peter in Matthew chapter 16 that He is giving the keys to the Kingdom of God to Peter and that 
the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it - thus we believe that in matters of faith and morals, the Holy Spirit protects 
the Church from teaching error

Thus we don’t have to figure out what life is all about on our own - truth is not determined by who has a bigger stick or who is 
smarter or yields more political power or by who is more popular, or by what the majority thinks it is

Truth is determined by the one who created everything - the Truth of all things is determined by the One who created all things 
- otherwise known as God

The Third Person of the Trinity, the Advocate, the Holy Spirit continues to teach us what that Truth is
The disciples 2000 years ago, received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and they started the Catholic Christian Church which has 

reached the corners of the globe - we too have received the same Holy Spirit - are we boldly proclaiming Jesus Christ 
to our corner of the globe? - do not under estimate the Holy Spirit

Give God a mustard seed of faith and He will do great things in your life - the Holy Spirit is in your soul just waiting to be used 
- but you need to turn on the ignition - once you do, you will be living life to the full, the way God created you to


