
If I remember correctly, if you ask Monsignor Cook or Bishop Harrington, they first thought about being a priest when they were in 
their mother’s womb

Me, I was completely the opposite - I went to Catholic elementary school so some of the boys I knew thought about being a priest, 
but I never did - I don’t ever remember it crossing my mind - I had nothing against priests - I think at that time in my life I 
wanted to be a car designer 

The first time I ever thought about being a priest wasn’t until I was a junior college - I was hanging around the Newman Center and 
Father asked if I had ever thought about being a priest - I truthfully told him no - he then invited me to a priest discernment 
group he had every Sunday evening - I said no - a couple of weeks later, he reminded me that they serve pizza at these 
meetings - so I started going - but after two years of going to these meetings, I was completely sure I wasn’t called to the 
priesthood

When I got a job at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, I also got involved in youth ministry - I must have been hanging around the parish 
too much because people started asking me if I had ever thought about the priesthood - I would truthfully say not really

Well enough people said something that the thought crossed my mind that maybe God was trying to tell me something
So I got a spiritual director and started taking the question of my vocation to prayer
During normal times, when I thought about being married with an awesome wife and kids, that seemed like exactly what I wanted to 

do - I felt at peace and excited around the idea of being married - when I thought about the priesthood, I was anxious - I had 
no idea what priests really do

However, something strange happened when I asked the question of should I be a priest when I was deep in prayer - when I was 
deep in prayer the opposite happened - when I thought about being married, there was an unsettling, a dis-calm - however, 
when I thought about being a priest, there was a great calm and peace in my soul - so because of how I usually felt, I knew 
this was not from me - it had to be from the Holy Spirit

Sometimes, maybe a lot of times, we wish that God would just shout at us what He wants us to do, what the right thing to do is
However, rarely does God work this way - I found that out - And in our first reading Elijah found that out
In our first reading Elijah is waiting for God’s presence - first there were heavy winds, but God was not in the heavy winds - then there 

was an earthquake, but God was not in the earthquake - then there was a fire, but God was not in the fire - finally, there was a 
tiny whispering sound - and God was in the tiny whispering sound

Again, we often wish that God would be loud and bold so we would know what He wants us to do in life - but usually that’s not how 
God works - most often God meets us in the silence, the silence of prayer

In the Gospel, Jesus has just fed the 5000 with 5 loaves and 2 fish - He then sends the Apostles ahead of Him on a boat - and what 
does Jesus do? - what does the Second Person of God Himself do? - He prays

He spends some time with Dad, with God the Father - if Jesus needs to spend some quiet time with God the Father without the 
distractions of his friends, it would seem logical that we too, being mere mortals, would also need to spend time in silence 
with God the Father

And then after prayer, Jesus sets out to meet up with His Apostles 
Jesus does this by walking out on the water - now this wasn’t any calm sheet of water - Jesus is walking on the water in the midst of 

a storm - so Jesus is walking on water amidst some huge waves and valleys



Maybe you know different people who walk on water all the time, but for me and the Apostles, this was not a normal sight - so when 
they saw Jesus walking on the water, they thought it was a ghost

So Jesus tells them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” - this is the second week in a row that we have heard Jesus say, “Do not 
be afraid.”

Peter, who seems to react more with his heart than his mind, says, “Lord if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” - I 
would hate to think what would have happened if it was not Jesus - but Jesus says to Peter, “Come.”

Jesus invites Peter out of the boat - Jesus invites us out of the boat - Jesus often invites us out of our comfort zone
So Peter gets out of the boat and starts walking no the water - awesome
But then what happens? - he takes his eyes off of Jesus and starts to think too much about his surroundings: the high waves and the 

high winds - he begins to panic and to sink
Now Peter was a fisherman - he had grown up on the water - the dude was not afraid of water nor was he a small guy - he would 

have had to have been built from having pulled the nets in and out of the boat - and yet, the storm was so bad that he knew 
that his excellent swimming skills were not going to save him - so he cries out, “Lord, save me!”

And Jesus, with just one hand, because Jesus is awesome like that, pulls Peter out of the water - and when they get into the boat, 
Jesus calms the storm

Being a Christian is not about being comfortable - it is about being on fire for Jesus Christ
St. Paul has this problem in the second reading - St. Paul loves his own people, the Israelites - in some ways he wishes that he could 

be cut off from Christ so that he could go back to serving and being with his own people - but St. Paul realizes that he must 
speak the truth of Jesus Christ - that he cannot lie - as much as he wants to be with his own people, the Holy Spirit won’t let 
him - this conflict in his heart causes him sorrow and anguish - but he know that God is asking him to speak the truth of Jesus 
Christ to the Gentiles and so he does - against the feelings of his heart, against his desire to be at home safe and comfortable 
with his own people, he goes out to preach Jesus Christ because he realizes that is what God wants him to do

When we step out of our comfort zone to spread the truth of Jesus Christ, when we respond to Jesus’ request to come and join Him 
on the waters, Satan is going to send road blocks, storms into our lives

When life gets crazy we must remember the words of today’s Gospel - “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” - in the midsts of the 
storms of our lives, we must keep our eyes on Jesus

God does not promise to free our lives from storms - rather He gives us the means to walk through the midst of the storms
God loves us and will always save us - when our doubt gets the better of us, He will reach out and save us - but only if we too reach 

out to him - in order to save someone they too need to cooperate - we too need to cooperate with Jesus - maybe this means 
going to Confession more often - maybe this means praying more often - maybe this means having the humility to accept help 
from others, either financially or with time

It is time to get out of the boat - it is time to be bold for the Kingdom of God - there will be storms, but if we keep our eyes on Jesus 
and not on the crashing waves around us, we will change the world for the better one moment, one interaction at a time

Today, we accept Jesus’ challenge to get out of the boat - today we accept the challenge to set the world on fire for Christ


