
As a freshman in college at Iowa State University, I got involved in the Baptist campus ministry through some friends - I never 
stopped going to Mass, but I got pretty involved there

After a couple of years, I began to feel the tension between some of the things they believed and some of the things I knew Catholics 
believed 

One of the things the Baptists were adamant about was that the Bible was the only source of Truth about Jesus and God that they 
needed - they didn’t need tradition or Sacraments or the Church - they just needed the Bible, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit

When I started reading more about the Catholic Church, the authors I was reading pointed out that this view of Bible alone was not 
itself in Scripture

When I asked my Baptist friends they would point to 2 Timothy 3:16 - Timothy is a young bishop appointed by St. Paul - so first and 
second Timothy is St. Paul writing advice to this very young bishop - one of my favorite verses in the Bible, especially for 
young people, is 1 Timothy 4:12  - “Let no one have contempt for your youth, but set an example for those who believe, in 
speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity.”

So 2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness” - notice that it says “all Scripture” - it does not say “Scripture alone” - obviously as Catholics we agree with this 
- we agree with all that is in the Bible since it was Catholics who wrote it under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit

Scripture is useful for all of these things
But the Bible did not just fall out of the sky - The books of the Old Testament, the canon, or list of books, was set by the Old 

Testament used by the Jews at the time of Jesus and the early Christians - the New Testament was written by Christians, 
namely Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, Paul, Peter, and James, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit for Christians - so the 
New Testament was written by Christians for Christians - the first book was written about 20 years after Jesus ascended back 
into heaven and the last one sometime between 40-70 years after Jesus ascended back into heaven

There were lots of other good Christian letters and writing being circulated among the Christians - it wasn’t until a few hundred years 
later that the list of books of the Bible were finalized 

The only Christian denomination back then was the Catholic Church - the first Protestant church didn’t exist until the early 1500’s, 
nearly 1100 years after the Catholic Church had prayed, and with the help of the Holy Spirit, decided what books belonged in 
the Bible

In fact this year, at the end of October, marks the 500 anniversary of Martin Luther posting the 95th thesis on the the church door 
calling for church reforms - some of Luther’s issues were valid issues - there were abuses going on in the Catholic Church - 
the Catholic Church did not respond very well to Luther’s issues and Luther himself didn’t respond well either - the end result 
was that Luther split from the Catholic Church and took many Christians with him away from the Catholic Church

However, after Luther split from the Catholic Church, some others didn’t just join him - others did what he did - whenever they 
disagreed with something, they split again - there are estimates that there are now anywhere between 20,000 to 40,000 
Christian denominations - if all we need is the Bible and Jesus and the Holy Spirit, if it were that simple, we should all agree - 
but we obviously don’t 

Is this what Jesus intended? - for there to be chaos? - for there to be confusion about what the Truth is? - remember Jesus is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6



In the first reading Eliakim is going to take Shebna’s office as master of the palace
Hezekiah is king
Eliakim will have authority, especially when Hezekiah is on vacation or otherwise gone from the kingdom - he will be father to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah in Hezekiah’s absence
Eliakim has the keys to the House of David
When he opens, no one shall shut - when he shuts, no one shall open
When Hezekiah is gone, is away, Eliakim will be in charge
In the Gospel, after Peter answers Jesus question be stating that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus says 

something amazing to Peter
Jesus says, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. And so 

I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against 
it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” - does this not sound similar to what the Lord said in the first reading about Eliakim? 

However, in the first reading, Eliakim had the keys to the House of David, an earthly kingdom - here Jesus is giving Peter the keys to 
the Kingdom of Heaven - Jesus went away up to heaven just like Hezekiah sometimes left the kingdom and put Eliakim in 
charge - yes, Jesus is with us, especially in the Eucharist - yes, Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit to guide us - but He did one 
better - He gave a fallen and sinful human being, Peter, the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven while He is away

Even so, Peter is the rock that Jesus built His church on - notice that here the word church is singular - again Jesus intends for there 
to be only one church - and it was this way for 1500 years - sometimes St. Paul talks about churches in the plural, but that 
just means the local churches - it would be like saying the churches in Mankato, Minneapolis, and Rochester

This role as keeper of the keys to the kingdom of heaven has been passed one from one pope to the next - Peter was the first pope - 
Pope Francis is the 266th pope

Jesus promises St. Peter that the gates of the netherworld will not prevail against the church built on Peter - this means that in the 
matters of faith and morals, the Catholic Church cannot teach error - so even if the pope of the Catholic Church may be sinful 
and maybe even just awful person, we can trust that what he teaches is the Truth of Jesus Christ

This view that the church is voice of the Truth of Jesus Christ is backed up by Scripture - 1Timothy 3:15 says, “But if I should be 
delayed, you should know how to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
foundation of truth.”

So if we want to know the ultimate Truth, we just need to look to the Pope and the Church Jesus built on the foundation of the first 
pope Peter, the Catholic Church


