
When I was younger and dumber, I got an invitation that said if I showed up at this hotel conference room for a talk, I would receive a free 
round trip airfare anywhere in the US - I went to the talk - it was a waste of time - basically a big advertisement for something I don’t 
even remember - I did get a free flight to anywhere in the US, but it had so many restrictions on it, it wasn’t worth it - I had been 
hoodwinked - I had been duped 

In the first reading, Jeremiah says he has been duped - Jeremiah was asked by God to speak to the people of Judah and Jerusalem about 
all the evil things they were doing - Jeremiah has to tell them that God was not pleased with their idol worshiping - they had 
deviated so far from God that they were sacrificing their children to the idol Baal - Jeremiah foretells that there will be famine and 
that eventually they will be captive by foreigners who would exile them to a foreign land - he says his message is that of violence 
and outrage

As you can probably guess, Jeremiah saying these things to the people of Judah did not win him many friends - Jeremiah would rather go 
back to a life of obscurity, a life of simplicity - however he says that if he does not speak the message God gave him, the message 
becomes a fire in his heart - it becomes imprisoned in his bones - he says he tries to hold it in, not wanting to be that guy who 
speaks doom and gloom - but when he does hold it in, he becomes weary - eventually, he can’t endure holding it in - he has to 
speak the words of God even though he doesn’t want to 

I’m sure we have felt that way before - we would rather not speak up about some situation, but it just becomes so bad that we feel we have 
to say something - this was Jeremiah’s problem as well

In some ways, you could say Peter felt duped by Jesus - this Sunday the Gospel we hear is a continuation of last weekend’s Gospel
Last weekend we heard Jesus declare He was going to build His Church on Peter, that Peter was going to be the first pope
This week, Jesus continues to tell His Apostles that He is going to have to suffer, be killed, and rise on the third day
This is not what Peter had envisioned - after Jesus tells Peter He was giving Peter the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven, Peter thought and 

assumed great things were ahead for him and Jesus - Peter had dreams and aspirations of glory - so when Jesus starts talking 
about suffering, being killed, and rising, Peter speaks up - he tells Jesus, “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to 
you.”

Jesus responds, “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”
It is always dangerous to speculate about what could have been - we need to live in reality - however, some theologians have asked would 

Jesus have had to come to earth if Adam and Eve had never sinned?
Some theologians have said yes, that Jesus would have still come even if Adam and Eve, and thus the human race, had never sinned - 

Jesus wouldn’t have had to die on the Cross, but Jesus still would have come to join human nature to God in the one divine person 
of Jesus

Now in the natural order of creation, we are above the rocks, the plants, and the animals - however we are lower than God and the angels - 
however, these theologians say that God showed Lucifer, the angel of light, the highest of the angels that He, God the Son, was 
going to take on human nature and raise humanity directly into God Himself - that He, God, was going elevate human nature into 
the Trinity, above the angels - well, Lucifer got jealous of God’s plan and rebelled - that’s when God, St. Michael, the archangel, and 
the other good angels kicked Lucifer, or Satan, and the other bad angels out of heaven - then once Adam and Eve had been 
created, Satan attacks them and gets them to sin in the hopes that their sin will prevent them from ever getting to heaven and thus 
above the angels

Adam and Eve did fall - so Jesus has to come to earth, has to take on human nature not only to elevate human nature into God Himself, 
but to die on the Cross for all our sins



This is been God’s plan to win back humanity since Genesis chapter 3, since right after Adam and Eve commit the original sin - right after 
they sin, God promises that He is going to send someone who will strike Satan in the head, someone who will take Satan down

Jesus knows that He must die and rise again - He knows that He, God, the sinless One, must die for our sins - we know naturally that 
things should be fair - how many times do we hear kids say, “That’s not fair.” - God put that sense of fairness into us - thus we also 
know that when we do something wrong, something needs to be done to make up for it to rectify it - we know that usually there 
should be some sort of punishment - this is called justice - this sense too is given to us by God 

So someone needs to pay for our sins - that is only just - and if God is perfect, He is perfectly just as well as perfectly loving - so out of His 
perfect love for us, He completes His perfect justice by taking upon Himself the necessary penalty for our sins by dying on the 
Cross

Jesus shows to us, demonstrates to us that in a fallen world, true love comes by way of suffering and sacrifice
Those of you who are parents know this instinctively, especially mothers - is it easy to get up three times a night to feed your baby? - is it 

easy to constantly change their diapers? - is it easy to constantly protect them from dangers such as falling down the stairs? - no, it 
is not easy, but we do it because we love them

Do you think it was easy for Jesus to save us from our sins? - look at the Cross - no, it was not
True love in a fallen world involves sacrifice - married couples must sacrifice for each other all the time - it is a necessary ingredient in a 

solid marriage - selfishness destroys marriages all the time
Jesus reminds us that if we are to be true disciples, true followers of Him, we must deny ourselves and take up our crosses, our daily 

crosses
If we live our lives for ourselves, we will lose it either in this life or in eternal life - if we live life for ourselves by indulging in things 

immoderately, our life is taken from us - just ask anyone who is addicted to drugs or alcohol - even if we gain the whole world, even 
if we are powerful and rich, but have gotten that way by being a jerk, a liar, a cheat, and by being selfish, then in the end, what good 
is that? Life on earth is 125 years or less - eternity is a lot longer - if a life of self-indulgence doesn’t catch up to us in this life, it will 
catch up to us in eternal life - if our earthly life is spent not loving others, our eternal life will be spent in the void of love, which is hell 
- Jesus says God will repay each according to our conduct

So the question remains, are we going to live for ourselves or for Christ? 
Are we willing to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Jesus?
Are we going to do what we want to selfishly do, or are we willing to do what God created us to do?
St. Paul says in the second reading, “Do not conform yourself to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind that you may 

discern what is the will of God.”
I wanted to be married, have kids, and become a millionaire by the time I was sixty - however, God revealed that He had other plans for my 

life
So I sacrificed by own dreams because I trusted that what God wanted for my life would make me even more happy than what I wanted for 

my life - and I have found this to be true - being a priest is awesome - I love being a priest - yes, it has its sacrifices, but it has so 
many joys

So let yourself be duped by God - allow yourself to go through sacrifices and even pain for loving God and others - I promise you’ll be 
happier for dong so


