
Think back on when you were a child 
Your parents told you what to do
Hopefully they told you these things because they loved you
Hopefully they told you these things because they wanted you to live a long happy life
They wanted you to know right from wrong; from what would keep alive from what would kill you
This is why they told you not to run out in front of cars
Now some of you are parents - the ones responsible for teaching your children right from wrong, good from evil
In the Rite of Baptism, the parents make a promise to raise the child in the Catholic faith, teaching them right and wrong 

and the truth of Jesus Christ
In the first reading, God makes the prophet Ezekiel responsible for telling the Israelites, the Jews, right from wrong - he 

specifically is suppose to point out the wicked things they are doing
God says if he doesn’t tell them right from wrong, God will hold Ezekiel responsible for the evil that will come to them
But if Ezekiel tells the Israelites what is right and wrong, even if they still choose to do the wrong things, God will not hold 

him responsible
This true as Christians - we are responsible for each other - we are to watch over each other
This is what Jesus says in the Gospel
If someone wrongs you, do not seek revenge
If someone wrongs you, do not ignore it either
Instead, talk to them about it - one on one - this is not easy to do - they might not be receptive to the correction you are 

providing - however, being part of being a Christian is to help each other grow in holiness
So help them to see what they did wrong - they may not even be aware that they did something wrong
If they don’t listen to you, Jesus says to take it the matter to one or two witnesses
If they don’t listen to you and two or three witnesses, take the matter to the church - bring a priest into the conversation
But we must do all of this in love - we are not trying to pass judgment on them, on the state of their soul - we cannot 

determine if they died at that moment, if they would go to heaven or hell or Purgatory - only God knows that - only 
God knows the state of their soul 

Three things are required for an action to be a sin - one, it has to be a bad or evil action - two, the person has to know it is 
an evil action - and three, they have to freely choose to do it anyways

So when someone does something bad, does an evil action, we can observe that what they did was not the best thing to 
do - what we can’t judge, at least in most cases, is if they knew the action was bad and they freely chose to do it 
anyways

Even so, the action itself is quote “public” - we cannot observe the internal workings of the person’s soul, mind, and heart, 
but we can observe what they did, the action they performed



It is these public, visible actions that Jesus is asking us to help correct in our brothers and sisters in Christ
In these corrections we must not seek revenge - we must not point out their faults out of anger - we must point out their 

faults only to help the person grow in holiness
This is hopefully how parents correct their children - not out of anger, but out of a desire for the child to be a better person
St. Paul in the second reading says that love is the fulfillment of the law
The Ten Commandments find their fulfillment in the love of Jesus Christ - in some ways the Ten Commandments are the 

bare minimum - over half the Ten Commandments are what not to do - in some ways they are instructions on how 
to be a decent human being

However, we are not made for the bare minimum - we were created for greatness - as Christians we are called to love 
greatly - to love greatly with the love of Jesus Christ

This is how love fulfills the law of the Ten Commandments - it not only satisfies the Ten Commandments, but goes beyond 
them - if we want to be awesome people in the Kingdom of God, then we must follow the law of the Love of Jesus 
Christ

We must love our neighbor as ourselves - this also means however, that out of love, we may need to correct someone
We must correct our brothers and sisters in Christ out of love
We must treat our neighbor, the people around us, as we would want to be treated
This also means that we need to be humble enough to receive correction - we must see their concern for our growing in 

holiness - that they want to see us become an ever better version of ourselves 
It is not always easy to take fraternal correction from another person, even if we feel they have our best interest in mind
But we must be humble and hear what they have to say
If we know they love us and want what is best for us, it would be a good thing to listen to what they have to say
If we truly want to become saints, and we should all want to become saints, then we need to listen to what others say
By listening to their ideas, we can become better people
It is not easy to listen but we need to 
If holiness, if heaven is our goal, we must do all we can to get there, even listening to the fraternal correction of others
When two or three are gathered, Jesus promised He is there
We must see Jesus is the people around us because we are the Body of Christ
We are the body of Christ - we are to help each other be better members of the body of Christ
As good mature Christians we must know how to give and receive correction in the love of Christ
Only then can you become the holy person God desires you to be


