
This past week, we had the 16th anniversary of 9/11 - on Tuesday, September 11, 2001 - I remember it well - I had just gotten to 
work in the Charlton Building of the Methodist Hospital in Rochester - I was going to catch up on the news on cnn.com 
before I started my work

However, the cnn.com web site just wouldn’t load - finally I gave up and went upstairs to get some breakfast from the employee 
cafeteria - and that when I saw it on the TVs

That is my experience of where-were-you-when-the-towers-came-down - that is my experience of finding out about the event 
that transformed the US and the rest of world ever since

As we commemorate the heroism, the patriotism, the self-sacrifice, the blessings that flowed from the tragedy sixteen years ago, 
today’s readings challenge us to not forget the past, but to continue with forgiveness

Today’s readings are blatantly about forgiveness
The first reading begins by telling us it is the sinner who holds onto wrath and anger
Sirach goes on to say that if we expect forgiveness and mercy from God, we must give forgiveness and mercy to our neighbor, 

even the neighbor who is unjust
We need to know and experience God’s forgiveness and mercy - it is available to us anytime - the refrain for the Psalm is “The 

Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion” - we know this especially in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation

Again, if God is willing to show forgiveness and mercy to us, we must do the same to our neighbors, to those around us, even 
the ones that annoy us

God is perfect justice - every little sinful act hurts Him immensely - so not only are our sins against our neighbor, but even more 
so they are against God

So if God can forgive us of our sins that hurt Him infinitely greatly, more than we could ever imagine, we need to be able to 
forgive each other’s sins that hurt us finitely

Jesus describes this well in the parable today
As kids, we would count down how many more times we had left to forgive our siblings - however, in the Bible, the number seven 

is the number of perfection, of completeness - think of the creation story
So by saying seventy-seven times, Jesus is symbolically saying you need to completely and perfectly forgive your brother or 

sister an infinite amount of times
In the parable, when the servant goes before the king and the king demands that he pay back his debt, he begs and pleads for 

his life because he doesn’t have the money to pay the king back for the huge debt that he owes
The king doesn’t just give him more time or a lower interest rate, but he forgives the debt completely - this should remind us of 

what Jesus did for us on the Cross
Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Again, every little sin hurts God because of His infinite love for us and for everyone
However, there are two types of sin - we know from 1 John 5:16-18 that some sins are deadly to our souls and some are not - 

non-deadly sin we can just ask God for forgiveness - however, for mortal sin, we need to do something more - we need to 
go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation to receive the complete forgiveness we need
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Jesus died on the Cross to forgive ALL our sins - all He asks for in return is that we love Him and follow His commandments to 
the best of our ability

Because if we don’t, God will judge us with the amount of mercy, or lack there of, that we judge our brother or sister
We see this in the servant afterwards - he runs into someone who owes him a much smaller debt than he was just forgiven of 

and demands that he pay him - when the man says he can’t, he beats him up
Now justice is a good thing - but we must see that in our fallenness and sinfulness that we are not always just with others - 

therefore we must have compassion and understanding when others are not just to us - we must be ready to forgive them
Not to disappoint you, but this is impossible to do on our own as fallen human beings; to be completely forgiving and merciful 

with all of our brothers and sisters
That is why we need help - we need the grace of God to help us
Now just to be clear, forgiving is not the same as forgetting - if a father has a son who gets intoxicated and wrecks the car on a 

regular basis, the father may forgive him - he is not angry with him anymore - he is at peace with the things the son has 
done in the past - however, he will probably not let his son borrow the car again right away until he can prove he can be 
more responsible - when someone breaks our trust, we can forgive them right away by the grace of God, but they have to 
earn our trust again over time

Asking for forgiveness and receiving forgiveness is so important in a fallen world - it is ultimately important in that Jesus has 
forgiven all of our sins on the Cross and has given us the gift of eternal life if we so choose to accept it

And if we choose to accept it, God’s love, forgiveness, and mercy must flow not just into us, but through us - the first servant in 
the Gospel accepted the king’s complete forgiveness for his large debt, but he didn’t allow it to flow through him to the 
servant who owed him a much smaller amount

We must extend to others the love, forgiveness, and mercy that God has first shown us - because we have been adopted in our 
baptism as sons and daughters of the Creator of the Universe, we are called to live not for ourselves, but for God and 
others

St. Paul says we are do not live for ourselves, nor do we die for ourselves - he says we must live and die for the Lord - for we 
belong to God - we belong to Jesus

When we personally know God’s love, forgiveness, and mercy, we should feel compelled to do our jobs for the Lord - we should 
feel compelled to study for our test, to do our homework for the Lord - we should feel compelled to play sports for the Lord 
- and not just to do these things, but to do them to the best of our ability - we should desire to bring glory to God through 
the things we do, the everyday things

Ask for God’s healing love, forgiveness, and mercy - maybe there is something in your past you need to take to God, take to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation - maybe there is something you need to approach someone about and ask for forgiveness - 
because when we know from first hand experience God’s love, forgiveness, and mercy, we will be compelled to live not for 
ourselves, but for Jesus, and His glory - we will then do great things, great things for Jesus and others


