
What is your last name? You belong to your family
[Those of you who grew up in this area will forever be Eagles]
[Because you go to school here, you are a Maverick]
We live in the state of Minnesota - so we are Minnesotans - I grew up in Iowa so I used to be an Iowaigian 
We live in the United States of America so we are Americans 
We have many different ways to identity ourselves
In the first reading, God is talking to Cyrus, king of Persia through the prophet Isaiah
Usually God spoke to the Israelites and their kings - the Israelites were God’s chosen people to be a light to the nations
Now God was speaking to Cyrus, king of Persia
In the 6th century BC, it was under King Cyrus that the Babylonian exile of the Israelites ended
God is telling King Cyrus that he came to power not on his own, but because of God - God allowed king Cyrus to subdue nations, 

opened doors before him, and making other kings flee before him
God has called King Cyrus to this moment in history for the sake of Jacob’s descendants, the Israelites, God’s chosen one
Even though King Cyrus does not know or worship God, it was God who called him to his kingship 
God called King Cyrus to lead at this time to end the exile of God’s people and help them rebuild the temple and their lives in the 

land of their ancestors 
God called King Cyrus by name - God shows His mighty power because He is Lord, there is no other
King Cyrus thought his identity was King of Persia, but God gives him the title His Anointed
In the second reading from St. Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, St. Paul says he and others give thanks to God for how they 

were chosen - chosen to be believers in Jesus Christ
St. Paul reminds them that it wasn’t just fancy words or arguments and other natural things that caused them to give their lives to 

Jesus - St. Paul reminds them that it was the Holy Spirit that gave them the power and conviction to believe in Jesus Christ
In the Gospel we the Pharisees trying to trip up Jesus again - it says they were plotting to entrap Jesus in speech
The Jews resented their foreign rulers and despised paying taxes to Caesar - so they posed a dilemma to test Jesus to see if he 

was loyal to them and to their understanding of religion - if Jesus answered that it was lawful to pay taxes to a pagan ruler, 
then he would lose credibility with the Jewish nation who would regard him as a coward and a friend of Caesar - if he said it 
was not lawful, then the Pharisees would have grounds to report him to the Roman authorities as a political trouble-maker 
and have him arrested - it seems to be a lose-lose situation

But as usual Jesus is awesome - He finds a third way - He avoids their trap by asking to see the coin - Jesus confronts them with 
the image of a coin - coinage in the ancient world had significant political power - rulers issued coins with their own image 
and inscription on them - in a certain sense the coin was regarded as the personal property of the ruler - where the coin 
was valid the ruler held political sway over the people - since the Jews used the Roman currency, Jesus explained that 
what belonged to Caesar must be given to Caesar

This story has another deeper meaning as well - we, too, have been stamped with God's image since we are created in His own 
likeness - "God created man in his own image ..male and female he created them" (Genesis 1:26-27)



We rightfully belong not to ourselves, but to God who created us and redeemed us in the precious blood of his Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ - “You are not your own, for you have been bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” - 1 Corinthians 
6:19-20

So yes, we belong to our family - we belong to the state of Minnesota - we belong to the United States of America - these things, 
these entities all have claim on us

However, Jesus claimed you when you were baptized - probably as an infant - just like God claimed King Cyrus - just like God 
claimed the Israelites

Yes, we are all created in the image and likeness of God - we have free will and the ability to use reason, to discern right from 
wrong - we have the capacity to love

In Baptism we are recreated in Jesus’ death and resurrection - In John 3:5, Jesus tells Nicodemus that one must be born again of 
water and the spirit in order to enter the Kingdom of God

In Baptism we become a son or daughter of God - Our souls are invisible but a true and real part of who we are - our souls give us 
our individuality - again as human beings, we are both body and soul

So when we die, we don’t become angels - we become disembodied human beings - at the end of time, our bodies will be 
reunited with our souls since to be fully human is to be body and soul

At Baptism our souls are marked with an indelible mark - this means it can never be removed - you are forever marked as a son or 
daughter of God - even though we are baptized and have this indelible mark as a son or daughter of God, we can still go to 
hell if we reject God’s love and mercy

But yes, we are created in God’s image and likeness - we have the indelible mark on our soul from our Baptism marking us as a 
son or daughter of God

Jesus tells the Pharisees and the Herodians to give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God
You belong to God - never forget that - Jesus, by His death and resurrection and by virtue of your Baptism, has a claim on your 

lives 
You belong not just to your family and other entities, but you belong to the Family of God - you belong to God
His image and likeness has been stamped in you in an even more real way than any coin was stamped with the image of a ruler
Why is being in middle school so awkward? - because we are trying to figure out who we are - we are trying to figure out who we 

want to belong to - at the same time everyone else is doing the same thing
We are social beings - we want to belong to something, to something bigger than ourselves - so many of us search and try to fill 

that desire of belonging in the wrong place
However, God created you - He created you with His own image and likeness stamped right on your soul - you will only find rest 

and peace when you realize that you belong first and foremost to God, to Jesus Christ
As Saint Augustine said so eloquently, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest 

in you.”


