
“Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” - this is the most famous quote of Sir John Dalberg-Acton
Unfortunately we see this play out all around us - people abusing the power they have - using their power for selfish gains or 

desires instead of using it to help others
Most recently we have seen this come to light in politics, in Hollywood producers, human trafficking, rape, and other places - 

we have seen abuses even within our church
Throughout history, fallen sinful people have abused the power they have over other people 
In the first reading, God lays into the priests of the Israelites, of the Old Testament
As priests they were suppose to do two things - to be close to God themselves and to help others grow close to God through 

their instruction - they were suppose to serve God and others
God tells them they have not listened to Him - they have not given glory to God - they have not done what He asked of them 

- even their instruction to God’s people was weak causing people to falter
God reminds them that He is the ultimate King - He is the benevolent King
However, let’s not get carried away - God, through Malachi, is not suggesting anarchy
If I had been born ten or twenty years earlier, I think I would have made a horrible hippy
Because of some things that happened in our country and government, there was a group of people who seriously thought 

life would be better without any government - they were supporters of anarchy 
Some have said Jesus was anti-establishment - that He would have been pro-anarchy - Jesus makes very clear today that 

He is not against formal governance - He says to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees 
have taken their seat on the chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things whatsoever they tell you…”

But then Jesus says not to follow their example because they preach, but they do not put into practice what they preach
Jesus says the scribes and Pharisees are a bunch of hypocrites
They tell the people how to live a holy life, but they themselves don’t do it - or if they do, they do it out of love for honor, out of 

pride, rather than doing it out of love for God and neighbor
Jesus then tells His disciples not to receive greetings and salutations of honor
He says to let no one call you rabbi or teacher, for Jesus is to be our teacher
He says to let no one call you father, for we have one Father in heaven
He says to let no one call you master, for we have one master, Jesus
What is Jesus saying? Should children not call their fathers “father”? Should they instead call their fathers by their first 

name?
Should students not refer to their teachers as “teacher”?
What is Jesus saying? Jesus is using hyperbole just as He did when He said that if your arm causes you to sin, cut it off - he 

was not speaking literally, but figuratively to make a point
Therefore, Jesus is saying, is warning His disciples, the crowd, the scribes, the Pharisees, and us about the temptation to 

seek out titles and honors to increase one’s personal reputation and admiration of others



Being a disciple of Jesus is about being a gift to others by serving others - it’s not about asking what is in it for me
It is about loving others and putting ourselves last
Humility, humility, humility - if we desire to be exalted, we will be humbled, but if we truly seek humility, only then will we be 

exalted
On a side note, some Protestants quote this passage to show that Catholics are wrong to call priests “fathers”
And yet at the same time, they have Sunday school teachers - they don’t call them Sunday school instructors or Sunday 

school passer-on-of-informations
This is just as ridiculous as not calling anyone father
It is OK to call our male parents “fathers” - for they are to be a living icon of our heavenly Father
It is OK to call our teachers “teachers” - for they are suppose to teach us about the truths of God and His creations
For those of us who are called teacher or father, these titles shouldn’t make us prideful, rather they should put a good 

measure of fear in our hearts
For any of us who are any sort of position of power over others whether as a parent, or a boss, or as a middle level manager, 

or as a priest, we must be careful to use our position for the good of others
Being in a position of power should put us in a position to serve others - God has given us the care of the souls of others - 

we would do well to humbly ask Him to guide us in the care of the souls He has put in our charge
Many forms of philosophy believe that the history of humanity is about the struggle for power and prestige between classes 

of people - if this is your view, then power is good because you have more freedom - you have less people telling you 
what to do and more people doing what you want them to do

However, as Christians, we know that human history is not about the struggle for power and influence, but the struggle for 
love and humility against the darkness of selfish power

There is such a thing as benevolent power - God shows us what benevolent power looks like all the time - God wants to rule 
our lives out of love for us - He wants to give us things that will make us better and holier people - we have to be 
humble enough to receive His love and instruction 

Those of us in a position of power must use our position for the good of those we are in charge of - we must not use it for 
selfish gain, but to help them grow in virtue, morality, and holiness

With our children, we must correct them, maybe even yell at them - if our child runs out into the street without looking, we yell 
at them not out of anger because they haven’t done what we ask them to for the millionth time, but because we love 
them and we don’t want them to get seriously injured or die by getting hit by a car - we who are in a position of power 
must be servant leaders - we leaders in order to serve, not to be served - this is the model Jesus shows us and gives 
us the power to do from the Cross

By the grace of God we can humble ourselves - by the grace of God we can be the servant leaders God is calling us to be - 
if we do, I have no doubt we can radically change the world for good, one interaction at a time


