
I have told several people that if they saw some of the things that I see at Mass, they would smile too - however, 
sometimes when I smile while saying Mass, it is out of the joy of being with you celebrating the sacrifice of Mass

Sometimes God meets us in the everyday, when we least expect it
In the Gospel today, Jesus says we don’t know the day nor the hour - Jesus is right - we need to stay awake - not literally 

- although I do tend to stay up to late - a habit I’m constantly trying to battle
So stay awake and look for signs of God’s love for you
Most of us are very good at being ready for things of the world - we make family and work decisions based on things that 

will happen in the future - we do our homework and study for tests
But are we ready spiritually?
Maybe you don’t even have a personal relationship with Jesus yet - if not, talk to people, read, think, and most importantly, 

pray - ask God to reveal Himself to you - you can even ask God, “I don’t know if you exist or not, but if you do, can 
you show me? Show me that you personally love me.”

God will answer - maybe not in the time and way you expect, but He will
Today’s Gospel is a challenge and a warning
Being ready spiritually is the most important thing we will ever do
Why? Because it affects how we live our day to day life and ultimately where we will spend eternity - which, obviously, is 

infinitely greater than the amount of time we will spend on earth
So stay awake and look for signs of God’s love for you
In Jesus’ parable today, only half of them were ready
The bridegroom was late getting to the party and of course the party can’t start until the bridegroom gets there
The 10 virgins were waiting outside where the party was going to take place
Now they used oil for their lamps - they didn’t have portable battery packs or Bic cigarette lighters
The 5 foolish virgins didn’t plan ahead - so when the bridegroom was late - they realized that they needed more oil to 

keep their lamps lit
The 5 wise virgins were not just wise and practical, they were also slightly selfish
As with all of Jesus parables, often the protagonists in his parables are not completely full of virtue
So Jesus is not trying to teach us to be stingy with our material goods - that’s not the point
So the five wise virgins stay and the five foolish virgins go shopping
Now Jesus doesn’t say, but when the Bible talks about virgins, it is almost always talking about women
I too am assuming they were women because if the virgins were men, they just might have gotten back in time - they 

would have gone to the store, gotten the oil, and only the oil, and come right back



I realize that this statement isn’t true of all men and women - however, I can’t count the number of times growing up that 
my mother would say, “I’ll right back. I’m only going to get bread.” - half hour later she comes back with 5 bags of 
groceries

Anyway, while the foolish virgins are gone, the bridegroom comes and the party begins and the doors are locked behind
We only get one shot at life
However, in this life we can have many opportunities - we have opportunities every day to recognize Jesus in our lives - 

from something as grand a beautiful sunset to something as small as an extra Starburst candy
So as long as we are on this earth, we have opportunities to prepare for eternity - one of the ways we do this is to 

recognize Jesus in our daily life - this will create a thankful heart within us
As long as we are alive on this earth, we have the opportunity to turn back to God or to turn away from God
But once our life on this planet is over, it is either heaven, hell, or purgatory for us
I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to be shut out of the heavenly wedding feast
Jesus, the bridegroom, is partying it up in heaven, and we should all want to join in
We should be doing all we can to prepare for this ultimate party
We don’t know the future - none of us do
Therefore, we need to be doing all we can to get into heaven - we can start by recognizing the little things Jesus is already 

doing in our lives to show His love for us - then we will be able to respond by loving Him back
So again, stay awake and look for signs of God’s love for you
St. Paul reassures us in his letter to the Thessalonians that if we believe Jesus died and rose, then God will bring us to 

heaven to be with Him forever
If we fall short of heaven, then we’ll have to spend some time in purgatory having our souls purified until we love God 

completely and without reservation - the souls in purgatory are suffering, but in one way it is a joyful suffering 
because they are assured to go to heaven once their souls are purified

Now, if we aim for purgatory or less, and we miss, then it is eternal suffering in hell for us
We need to be wise about this
We need to be wise not in the ways of the world, but in the ways of God - So stay awake and look for signs of God’s love 

for you
If we do, we will have the wisdom to understand that life is a gift to be used for preparing ourselves and others, especially 

those put in our care, for eternity with God in heaven
This preparation is urgent - are we ready to live for Jesus Christ? - are we ready to die for Jesus Christ?
Sometimes spiritual surgery may be necessary for our souls



Maybe there is something on your soul that you keep putting off - maybe it is reconciling with a family member or a friend - 
maybe it is seeking healing after a rape, or being abused, or after having an abortion - maybe it is a repetitive sin 
that has us entrapped in an addiction such as masterbation or looking at pornography or abusing alcohol

Do not wait - do not pass go - do not collect $200
Our preparation for eternity needs to begin right now, right now at this Mass - it cannot wait - the stakes are too high - our 

identity as a son or daughter is at state - our eternal joy (or pain and suffering) is at stake
We need to do whatever it takes to be ready - we need to do all we can to stay awake - we do not know the day nor the 

hour in which God’s love is going to manifest Itself in our lives - 
Some ways we can do spiritual surgery and better open our hearts to God’s love is to go to Confession - to spend more 

time with our family - to pray more - to go out on a date with our spouse
We need to do whatever it takes to make sure we have enough oil so that when Jesus and His love for us breaks into our 

lives, we’re ready 
So this week we need to ask ourselves what more can we do to prepare ourselves for receiving more of God’s love for us
So the theme this week - the phrase to memorize and repeat to yourself throughout the week is: stay awake and look for 

signs of God’s love for you


