
When I was in about 5th grade, one of the swimming pools in Ames, IA had a family fun night type of thing - one of the events was 
a big splash contest - I entered and came in second place to some kid twice my size - the reason I was able to do so well 
was because I and my friends worked hard on our can-openers because we were convinced that being able to make a big 
splash off of the diving board would attract the girls - to this day I don’t know if this is true, but that’s what we told ourselves 

Fast forward to college - why did I start going to the Salt Company, a Christian organization on campus? - was because I wanted 
to learn about faith alone or Scripture alone or the rapture? - no, it was because some women invited me to go

Some of you know who Scott Hahn is - for those of you who don’t, he is a former Presbyterian minister who became Catholic - 
one of my professors at my seminary was the thesis advisor for him - my professor said he thinks Scott Hahn is the 
smartest person he has ever met - now he writes books and gives talks defending the Catholic faith - but how did it all 
start? - a girl - when he was in high school, a girl invited him to her youth group - he went not because he wanted to fall in 
love with Jesus, but because he wanted to fall in love with this girl - only as he got more and more involved and challenged 
that he fell in love with Jesus and gave his life to Him

Invitation - discipleship - the call to a belief in God and a call to holiness - this is how it has been done for thousands of years
In the first reading we hear about Jonah going to the city of Nineveh - Nineveh was a large city - the Bible says it took three days 

to walk through the city - that’s a large city - now this is all after the whole whale incident - remember God told Jonah to go 
to Nineveh and he said no and tried to escape on a boat in the other direction - God sent a storm so they casted Jonah 
overboard to drown to death to try and save the boat - a whale swallowed Jonah and he spent three days in the stomach of 
the whale or fish - just a side note - this is a prefigurement of the three days Jesus spends in the tomb - aw, the parallels 
between the Old and New Testament

So when we pick up the story in the first reading today, this is take two - Jonah goes through the city proclaiming, “Forty days 
more and Nineveh shall be destroyed”

In the first reading we skip from this, verse 5 to verse 10 - however, the in-between verses say, “When the news reached the king 
of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, laid aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Then he had this 
proclaimed throughout Nineveh: ‘By decree of the king and his nobles, no man or beast, no cattle or sheep, shall taste 
anything; they shall not eat, nor shall they drink water. Man and beast alike must be covered with sackcloth and call loudly 
to God; they all must turn from their evil way and from the violence of their hands. Who knows? God may again repent and 
turn from his blazing wrath, so that we will not perish.’”

Then verse 10 says, “When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way, he repented of the evil that he had 
threatened to do to them; he did not carry it out.”

Because Jonah finally did what God was calling him to do - because Jonah finally invited the Nineveh people to turn from their evil 
ways and from the violence of their hands, the people were spared 

The one who listened the most seems to be the king - he rose from his throne and decreed that no one should taste, eat or even 
drink - they should cover themselves in sackcloth and repent from their sins - the king invited, demanded that his people 



turn away from sin and towards God - and the king didn’t just demand this - he modeled it - he did it himself - he discipled 
his people and brought them closer to God

Invitation - discipleship - this is how Christianity started - in the Gospel we see Jesus proclaiming a similar message - then he 
invites the first couple of Apostles to follow Him

In the Gospel we see Jesus proclaim that the Kingdom of God is at hand - repent and believe in the gospel, the Good News
As Jesus passes the sea of Galilee, He invites some of His first Apostles
Again, Jesus invites Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John - He invites them to something greater, something eternal
Jesus proposal must have been magnetic - these men have only ever known fishing - Simon Peter and Andrew just abandon their 

nets - they leave them on the shore - James and John even leave their father - Mark records they left their father Zebedee 
in the boat - they just up and left - because some stranger said that He will make them fishers of men

Jesus is calling us to be fishers of men and women - Jesus is calling us to invite and disciple, to walk with others in their journey of 
recognizing God’s love for them and falling in love with Jesus - Jesus is calling us out of our comfort zone

Recently we heard from a St. Teresa’s parishioner who has not been coming around much lately that the reason he quit going to 
Mass was because the donuts after Mass had become cliquy - he said he would sit down and no one would sit down with 
him and talk with him - no, you want to talk to him about the main reason to come to Mass is to receive the graces available 
in receiving Jesus Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity in the Eucharist - this should way trump whether or not we feel welcome

However, this is not reality - we are social beings - God created us this way - we want to be invited, discipled, cared for, loved, and 
to love back - we desire these things because we are created in the image and likeness of God - God Himself is a 
community of persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - thus our community should mirror the community of God

Parishes: <I understand that a lot of you have extended family at this parish - and it is relatively comfortable hanging out with 
them, even at Church events>

Newman: <Especially those of you who are juniors and seniors, it is easy and comfortable to hang out with those you have 
established a friendship with in some ways it is nice to leave those awkward months, years behind that you first experience 
when you arrived on campus> 

However we need to constantly be on the lookout for those on the fringes - we need to invite and disciple them - we need to listen 
to their stories - we need to invite and let them into our lives - we ourselves need to vulnerable 

If our community is going to grow, then we need to invite and disciple those around us, especially those on the fringes, those who 
may have been forgotten

Jesus is calling us to fish for souls - we need to cast out into the deep, not the safe waters by the shore - we need to go out into 
the deep

May we go forth from here, especially during the next week, and be fishers of souls - may we seek out the souls around us, listen 
to their stories, and invite them to the Good News, invite them to a relationship with Jesus Christ, the answer to all of our 
true desires


