
We see the past - everything we see has already happened - light does not travel instantaneously - it takes time for light to travel from 
the object to our eyes - light travels at 186,000 miles per a second - we kind of know this because of sound - sound travels a lot 
slower than light - when we see lightning - we can tell how far away the storm is by counting the time between the seeing the 
lightening and when we hear the thunder

It takes eight and half minutes for sunlight to go from the sun to earth - when we receive sunlight, that light left the sun eight and half 
minutes ago - the nearest star, Alpha Centuri, is 4.3 light years away - that means when we see Alpha Centuri in the night sky, 
the light we see left the star 4.3 years ago and is just now reaching us while traveling 186,000 miles per second

Today we celebrate Epiphany - we celebrate the Magi coming to visit the King of kings, Jesus - they saw a star in the night sky that lead 
them to Jesus

Now obviously, this was a special star - but even if it was half-way normal, God would have had to set the star in the sky years before 
even the angel Gabriel told Mary what’s up, that she was going to bear the Messiah, God incarnate - God would have had to set 
the star in sky years before so that at the right time, the light would reach earth and the Magi could see it and use it to find Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph

Karl Marx, the father of communism, believed that all of human history could be viewed as a struggle for power - it is easy to see how 
destructive this viewpoint is in the course of history - however, even though we have in some ways defeated Communism, we 
have, as an American society, bought into this philosophy, that power is what I need to have and get more of

We see it in our politics, where a majority of representatives do not vote on reason or principles, but rather along party lines to bolster 
the power of the party rather than the good

I see it in the feminist movement - some women have decided the way to fight against gender inequality and all the atrocities that 
powerful men have done to women is to hate men back and seek revenge and become more powerful than men - now I’m all for 
equal rights and equal pay and other such things - however, hate, revenge, and power at any cost are not the answers

What is the correct view of human history? - the answer to all of human history was found by the Magi two thousand years ago in 
Bethlehem 

God, the most powerful being, the Creator of the universe, the owner of all of history, comes as helpless baby born to two unknown 
people - the first visitors were lowly shepherds

The next visitors were Magi, some of the most knowledgeable and wise people of the day - these people come not to give advice to 
Mary, Jospeh, and the newborn king of Jews, Jesus

No, these Magi come to pay homage - they gave Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh
These powerful men came before the King of kings and did Him homage - only when we prostrate ourselves before Jesus and do Him 

homage can we understand the true nature of human history
The correct view of human history can only been seen as the struggle between good and evil
And like the Magi, we can only see this through the grace of God - only when we seek holiness and virtue with a disposition of humility
Only when we prostrate ourselves before Jesus and do Him homage do we realize that we know the beginning and the end - we know 

that God created us with freewill and with a body and soul that is meant to be in union with God for all eternity - we know that in 
the Fall and in our own lives we sometimes fail to choose the good - we know there is a reason for great hope - that Jesus 
became one of us and died on the Cross for our sins - if we choose to make Jesus our friend and brother, we can have every 
authentic desire of the heart fulfilled - God created us - He knows us - He wants to fulfill the deepest desires of our hearts - and 
He knows what those are - Are you going to let Him love you? - Are you going to say yes to Him?



The Magi knew that life was not about power, but rather humility
Do we realize this? - How are we living our lives? I’m talking to myself first - how are we living our lives? - are we seeking power, money 

and prestige for ourselves as if that alone is going to satisfy the deepest longings of our hearts?
Now there is nothing wrong with these things in and of themselves - amongst the canonized saints of the Catholic Church are kings and 

queens - often they used the resources of their position to better the lives of their people, especially the poor - we have wealthy 
benefactors who give to this Newman Center because they believe you are worth fighting for - they want you know Christ and 
have a personal relationship with Him - because of their jobs, they don’t have the time to help out here at the Newman Center, 
but they believe in you and the power of Jesus Christ

Power and money must be a means for good, not an end in itself - God and holiness must be our ends, our goals - the means for 
obtaining God and holiness is virtue and humility

Virtue and humility - this is what we need to make America great again
We cannot continue to exclude moral reasoning from society and expect society to function 
As you know, I and some of the other students went to the FOCUS Student Leadership Summit in Chicago this past week
One of the surprise speakers was Jim Caviezel who played Jesus in the movie The Passion of the Christ
Jim Caviezel brought it - he challenged everyone of us - he challenged us to choose Christ and holiness - at one point in his speech, he 

said, “Every generation of Americans needs to know that freedom exists not to do what you like, but having the right to do as you 
ought.”

Are we going to live our lives asking what we can do or are we going to ask what we should do? Just because something isn’t illegal or 
we aren’t going to get caught, shouldn’t mean we should do it - just because we can get away with something doesn’t mean we 
should do it - to live a life of virtue, we need to pray and stay close to the Lord so that we can do what we should do, or as Jim 
put it, to do as we ought

The first reading talks about the light coming into the darkness that covers the earth - Isaiah talks about the nations walking by the light 
The Holy Spirit has revealed to the Apostles and prophets and now to us today the revelation of Jesus Christ
The answers to all of the world’s problems, both personal and societal were found in a stable in Bethlehem 2000 years ago - people 

around the world need Jesus Christ - but we can’t give what we don’t have - we need to be in prayer to develop our relationship, 
our friendship with Jesus Christ - if you don’t know how to start that, grab me, grab a missionary and ask them to pray with you, 
to teach you to pray, to live in the love of Jesus Christ - the Magi were not alone - they came as a group - we are not to journey 
to heaven alone either - gather people around you who will help you become a saint

But you don’t have to have it all figured out before you share Jesus Christ with others - there is a story in Totus Tuus - Totus Tuus is a 
Catholic summer program for grade school kids - one kid went for a week to Totus Tuus - after having gone to Mass everyday, 
come Sunday, he set his alarm, went to his parents room and invited them to Mass - they rolled over and went back to sleep - he 
got on his bicycle and went to Mass - the next Sunday he set his alarm , went to his parents room and invited them to Mass - 
they rolled over and went back to sleep - he got on his bicycle and went to Mass - the third Sunday, he set his alarm and his 
parents met him in the hall, dressed and ready to go to Mass - he probably couldn’t have explained the Eucharist or how Jesus 
is both fully God and fully man, but he could invite his parents to Mass

So, go and be like the Magi - be like the Totus Tuus kid - Go and set the world on fire for Christ


