
I always say it is a wonder any of us survives childhood - without thinking too hard I can think of several things that were 
either really dumb to do or just really close calls - I think the number of these incidents increases exponentially for 
every brother or sister you have - just missing a tree stump you didn’t know was there when you were sledding 
down a hill - playing with fire - playing swords with the fireplace pokers

When you think about it, a lot of us probably shouldn’t be here - but by the grace of God, by a lot of extra work by our 
guardian angel, we ARE here - we are living on our second, third, tenth lease on life

This is what Easter is all about - second chances
In the first reading (last night at the Vigil Mass), we heard how God created the universe a little bit at a time - after each of 

the first five days, God declared his creation to be good
However, after the sixth day, after the creation of man and woman, God declares His creation to be VERY good
All of creation obeyed God through their nature, even the animals - however, human beings had free will and reason - 

Adam and Eve chose to trust God and live in His perfect love 
However, Satan was able to convince them that God was holding back, that God was untrustworthy - that they would be 

happier knowing not just the good, but also evil 
After Adam and Eve gained knowledge and the ability to do evil, nothing was ever the same - once sin entered the 

universe, nothing was ever the same again
They had to protect themselves from the other’s lustful glances by wearing fig leaves - their relationship with God was 

hampered - their conscience, their ability to judge good from evil, was clouded - in His mercy, God allowed Adam 
and Eve to die a physical death - before the Fall, Adam and Eve were created to live forever, forever in the Garden 
of Eden - as I said on Good Friday, they did experienced a spiritual death far more painful than a physical death - 
but God granted Adam and Eve a physical death so that they would not be stranded in a fallen world forever

Right after Adam and Eve sin, God reveals that He has a master plan to win humanity back - God was not about to give 
up on humanity - He set in motion a plan to fight for our souls

We get a hint of the master plan in the second reading (from the Easter Vigil Mass last night) - Abraham, at God’s request, 
is willing to sacrifice his son for the sake of God’s covenant - in the end, it was a test, but it was also a foretaste of 
God the Father’s willingness to sacrifice His own Son for the sake of the covenant 

Just as God lead the Israelites out of Egyptian slavery by parting the waters of the Red Sea, He leads us through the 
waters of Baptism and separates us from original sin

As Isaiah says in chapter 55, God gives us new life - God is constantly working to free us from the slavery to sin
We have been baptized into Christ’s death and defeat of sin - we are also baptized into Christ’s resurrection to new life - 

we are united to Christ in both His death and His resurrection
Because Christ defeated death and sin, they do not have the final word in our lives - if we choose Christ, we can receive a 

different life and outcome - we can choose to live a supernatural life in Christ



This is the joyful life made possible by the empty tomb - On Easter morning Mary Magdala went out to the tomb of Jesus 
only to find the stone moved away - when Peter and John arrive they go into the tomb to find it empty

Jesus not only died for our sins, but He rose to give us new life - a life that was not possible before 
Because of Jesus’ Resurrection, we now have the possibility of being perfectly connected to God not on earth, but in 

Heaven Itself
Adam and Eve before the Fall was given before the Fall eternal life on earth - now because of Adam and Eve’s Fall, 

because sin entered the world, we now have the possibility of eternal life not on earth, but in Heaven
This is why the Exultet, sang at the beginning of the Easter Vigil, can say, “Oh, happy fault that earned so great, so 

glorious a Redeemer!” - because of the Fall, God sent Jesus and through His death and resurrection, restored not 
our eternal life on earth, but gave us the greater gift of eternal life in Heaven

However, we do not have to wait until we die to experience the great gift of the Resurrection - even though we still live 
with the effects of sin in our lives, think about this…

I said in my homily on Good Friday that Adam and Eve experienced an amazing connection and relationship with God 
while in the Garden of Eden - it is hard for us to imagine having our minds in complete union and sync with God - 
and yet this is what our Blessed Mother experienced from the moment of her conception - for she was 
immaculately conceived

However, because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, even now, even on earth we experience a closeness to God that 
Adam and Eve never experienced

Every time we receive the Eucharist we are in physical contact, physical union, with God, with the Trinity - God was 
spiritually inside and around Adam and Eve - but He was never in physical contact with them as God is in the 
Eucharist - in the Eucharist, God is inside of us, a part of us, body, blood, soul, and divinity

Think of it this way if we dare - At least early on in a marriage, a person’s parents know the person better than their 
spouse - however, the person is closer physically to their spouse - in a similar way, Adam and Eve knew God better 
than we do, but we, because of the Eucharist, are physically close to God - what an awesome gift God gives us in 
the Resurrection and the Eucharist

We have the gift of living in the post-Resurrection world - we have the gift of living in the world of second chances - when 
we commit a sin, even a mortal sin, all we have to do is go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation and we start over in 
our journey towards heaven - we have the gift of living in the post-Resurrection world - we have the gift of being 
physically united to God, the Creator of the Universe because of the Eucharist - Our God is so very, very good to 
us

My brothers and sisters, we are living the dream, the post-Resurrection dream - Alleluia! Praise the Lord! Happy Easter!


