
As an outsider, it is interesting watching parents parent
It is interesting to observe what strategies they use to get their children to do certain things - do they bribe them with candy - do 

they appeal to being good
In the 16th century, Machiavelli, a philosopher, wrote a piece called, “The Prince”
Machiavelli asks the question if it is better for a ruler to be loved or feared - his answer is, “The answer is that one would like to 

be both the one and the other; but because it is difficult to combine them, it is far safer to be feared than loved if you 
cannot be both.”

There may be some truth to what he is saying for rulers in a world where sin exists, but as Christians we believe the strongest 
force is God who is love

In the first reading from Isaiah, God says, “Be strong, fear not!” - the people of God were in exile - the Babylonians did not 
always treat them well

However, God promises better days - he tells them that He will come with vindication and divine recompense to save His 
people

Then Isaiah lists some of the things that will signify this vindication, this divine recompense - the eyes of the blind will be 
opened, the ears of the deaf will be opened - the mute will sing

In the midst of oppression, God promises His people that better days are coming - He tells them to remain strong and not to 
fear their oppressors

The Babylonians may have used fear to rule and control the People of God, but God promises out of love that He will 
eventually free them from their captivity

The People of God were probably getting impatient - they wanted God to free them from the Babylonians right now - however, 
that was not God’s plan - instead He says, “Be strong, fear not!” - then He renews His promise to eventually free them

This is us too - we want God to free us from pain, suffering, and oppression right now - God promises things will get better, but 
maybe not right away

In the Gospel, we see parts of Isaiah being fulfilled in Jesus Christ - here Jesus takes a man who is deaf and has a speech 
impediment and heals him

How does Jesus heal this man?
Even though the man is brought to Jesus by a group of people, Jesus takes him aside to be with him one-on-one
Jesus then puts his finger into the man’s ears and, spitting, touched his tongue 
Now to us, this might sound gross, but in Jesus’ time, spit was also considered to have medicinal qualities - just think about 

your mother kissing your wounds when you were a small child - and actually there have been a few medical studies that 
have backed this up - that there are healing agents in our saliva

However, let’s not go around touching each other’s wounds - that just sounds icky and gross
Did Jesus need to do all this “stuff”? - no - Jesus in other miracles, even does them from afar
But Jesus makes this healing very personal - He takes the deaf man aside - maybe even to save him embarrassment - the man 

had probably been an outcast his whole life because of his deafness



And then Jesus touches the man’s ears and tongue - again, what a personal touch - Jesus touches the man with the love of 
God

This is how God deals with us - sometimes in His permissive will, God allows bad things to happen to us - either by nature, 
situation, or by others

Remember, God’s ultimate desire is for us to be in heaven with Him forever - if He needs to sacrifice some of our immediate joy 
and happiness to draw us closer to Him, then it is a worth-while tradeoff

Yes, Jesus died on the Cross for all of us, for all our sins, for opening up the door to Heaven that we might be saved
However, in the midst of that, in the midst of the process of our salvation, Jesus saves each one of us in a personal way - Jesus 

provides every one all that we need to choose Him, to choose eternal life - out of free will, we need to choose Christ
I know I have mentioned it before, but one of my favorite songs is “Blessings” by Laura Story - the lyrics are: “Cause what if 

your blessings come through raindrops; What if Your healing comes through tears; What if a thousand sleepless nights is 
what it takes to know You’re near; What if trials of this life are Your mercies in disguise.”

In so many conversion stories, in so many stories of a deeper and radical faith, pain and suffering were a part of it - for many of 
us, our personal relationship with Jesus Christ became what it is today because of trials and sufferings - many of us had 
to go tough periods of rain in lives to get to the sunshine - is it fun to live through times when fear seems to envelope us 
and it is just one sleepless night after another? - no, but we trust that God has a bigger plan

We may not agree, but in the eyes of God, all this suffering and pain is worth it if it turns us back to Him - can we see the trials 
of our lives through the eyes of God? - do we see them as blessings and mercies in disguise?

What did the crowd exclaim after Jesus healed the deaf man who had a speech impediment? - they said, “He has done all 
things well.”

When I look at my life, I can say that God has done all things well - as you are aware of, maybe even more so than I am, that I 
am not perfect - however, when I think about how God took an abandoned child left in the doorway of a town in South 
Korea, to growing up in Iowa, falling in love with Jesus and the Catholic Church after almost being an atheist during high 
school, becoming a computer engineer, working at Mayo, and eventually becoming a priest - I’m not really in a position 
to disagree - God has done all things well

Yes, there is pain and suffering in the world - God does all things well - however, we don’t do all things well - we as fallen sinful 
human beings have a great capacity to mess things up

I remember when my nephew was about three - I was amazed by how quickly he could create a disaster - somehow in less 
than three minutes all of the toy bins could be emptied and spread all over the living room 

There are many things we could fear in the world - God is not one of them - even in the midst of hardship, tragedy, pain, and 
suffering, God wants us to be strong - God tells us to fear not - why should we be strong and not fear? - because in the 
end, God’s love for us will ultimately triumph

So many things and persons in the world want to control us with fear - God leads us gently with love
Today, no matter what the current situation is in your life, 0don’t choose fear - choose strength and love - choose God


