
When I was pastor of Fulda, MN, we took some of the youth on the diocesan trip to Washington, D.C. for the March for Life in 
mid-January - if you would like to go, let me or Betsy Landsteiner know

Anyway, we left from the school parking lot - one of the high school students left his older Mustang 5.0 with the keys in the 
ignition - when we got four days later, the car was right where he had left it

In Detroit, MI, where I went to seminary, if you leave anything halfway valuable for more than one minute out in the open, it’s 
going to get stolen

Hopefully a lot of us have the sense that if it is not ours, we should leave things alone because they belong to someone else
However, some people have the sense that since their lives are so hard, they have a right to things that are left out in the open
Justice is the quality of being just, impartial, or fair - how many times did I say growing up, “Mom, it’s not fair” when dealing with 

my siblings - this happens when you have four siblings, especially when your brother is a sprawler and takes up more 
than his half of the bed

Even as little kids, we have a sense that the world should be fair or just
In the first reading, Isaiah talks about NOT seeking justice - he says he turned his back on those who beat him - he gave his 

cheeks to those who plucked his beard - he did not shield his face from buffets and spitting - it takes a lot of fortitude to 
not lash out at someone who is being mean to you

Isaiah finds the strength and fortitude to not lash out in God - he trusts that God will not allow him to be disgraced - Isaiah knows 
that God is his help

However, in a few rare instances, justice can actually come about by “stealing” - Catholic social teaching says that if a person is 
starving to death, they can obtain enough food to survive - for instance, they could break into a grocery store and “steal” 
just enough food to survive - in the eyes of Catholic social teaching, this really wouldn’t be stealing - if you could see my 
homily notes, I have “stealing” in quotes - in some ways, because of their dignity as a human person, they have the right 
to the resources they need to survive - it is only just for them to obtain the food they need to survive - do people have the 
right to iPads and things like that? - no, you don’t need an iPad to survive - stealing things like that is always stealing

St. James in the second reading says if we tell someone who has nothing to wear or eat, “Go in peace, keep warm, and eat 
well,” but we don’t give them the necessities of the body, what good is that

As your mother or father will tell you, actions speak louder than words
It is easy to say we care about the poor, but its another matter to do something about it
I was visiting some friends in Washington, D.C. - we came out of a restaurant and there was a man sitting there - my friends 

went back inside the restaurant and ordered a quick meal and gave it to him
Some people would just give them money - however, then you don’t know what they are going to spend the money on - maybe 

they will buy things that are not necessities of the body like drugs or alcohol - some people say you should give anyways 
and let God judge them for what they do with the money

However, when people come by the parish office asking for assistance, I do give them the third degree - some of them are 
professional liars - they will tell you one sob story and another church in town a completely different story

I want to believe them, but I also feel a responsibility to be a good steward of the resources of the parish, which you have given 
the church through hard work - so if their story checks out, then we try to assist them



Today we hear just James 2:14-18 - after verse 18, James goes on to say in verse 24, "See how a person is justified by works 
and not by faith alone.” - and again in verse 26, “For just as a body without a spirit is dead, so also faith without works is 
dead.”

These verses, James 2:14-26, became very important to me in college when I started coming back to the Catholic Church - 
some Protestant denominations believe that if you say the Jesus prayer and accept Jesus as your personal Lord and 
Savior, no matter what you do, you can never loose your salvation - that once you do this, you are guaranteed to go to 
heaven - they call this assurance of salvation - that what matters is faith, not works - they say we are saved by faith alone 
- one early Protestant believed he could kill hundreds of innocent people and still go to heaven because he had accepted 
Jesus as his personal Lord and Savior

However, the only place in the Bible where the phrase “faith alone” appears is actually here in James, chapter 2 where St. James 
states in verse 24, “See how a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.” - St. James doesn’t say we are justified 
by works alone, but neither are we justified by faith alone - we are actually saved by grace alone - grace won for us on the 
Cross when Jesus died for our sins

Remember, Christianity is first about what God has done for us; not what we do for God
God gives us saving grace in our Baptism - but we have to allow that grace to come alive in our hearts AND our actions - if God’s 

saving grace is alive within us, then there should be evidence of that in our actions
We can’t just say we believe in Jesus and His teachings - we have to live them out - James says in verse 26 that “faith without 

works is dead”
Our faith needs to be alive; not dead - our faith in Jesus Christ should inform the way we live our day to day life
In the Gospel today, Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” - they reply John the Baptist, Elijah, or one of the 

other prophets from the Old Testament
But then Jesus asks them, “Who do you say that I am?” - that is a good question for us today - who is Jesus for us? - is Jesus 

just a good mentor on how to live a good life or is He much more? - one theologian said it didn’t matter if Jesus is really 
God or even that He was a true historical figure - what mattered was the teachings of Christianity - this is way wrong - 
Jesus isn’t just some moral guru - Jesus is the Second Person of the Trinity - God Himself - Jesus came to give His life as 
a ransom for our sins so that we may have eternal life

This is what Peter is talking about when he replies to Jesus, “You are the Christ.”
Our lives as Christians in a fallen world must image the life of our Savior - we too must deny ourselves, take up the crosses God 

gives us, and follow Jesus - we too are called to lose our lives - maybe not physically like Jesus on the Cross, but 
definitely spiritually - just as a mother and father sacrifice their lives for the helpless newborn baby, even at 2 AM, so must 
we be willing to sacrifice our lives for the Kingdom of God and for the good of others

We are not called to seek out justice for ourselves - we are not called to seek out revenge - rather we are called to sacrifice and 
deal with those who have wronged us with mercy and forgiveness

“For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.”
Yes, we need to have faith in Jesus - Jesus needs to be Christ and Lord of our lives - this means we not only believe, but we also 

live out a life of sacrifice for Christ, the Gospel, and others


