
I’m wrong a lot - more than I would like
I even get my GPS wrong - when you are first starting up the GPS, it doesn’t always know your orientation right away - so 

sometimes I can’t tell if my first move is suppose to be turning to the right or to the left - if I’m guessing, it should be a 
fifty-fifty chance of getting it right - somehow I get it wrong well over 50% of the time

It’s not fun being wrong - it is not easy on the ego to be wrong
It is much easier to tell ourselves that we are okay - maybe something isn’t ideal, but it is okay
It is hard to have others tell us that we are wrong
In the first reading, the author of the Book of Wisdom talks from the point of view of the wicked
The wicked get upset with the just one when he sets himself against the wrong things the wicked are doing
He reproaches them for their transgressions against the law
They talk about torturing the just one and seeing if he remains gentle and patient - they talk about condemning the just one to 

a shameful death
There is obviously some foreshadowing of Jesus’ death 
In the Gospels Jesus sets Himself up against the evils of His time - for this they kill Him
Jesus knows this is going to happen to Him - so here in the Gospel of Mark, Jesus takes the time to explain to His disciples 

what is going to happen to Him
Jesus says, “The Son of Man is to be handed over to men and they will kill him, and three days after his death the Son of Man 

will rise.” 
St. Mark records that they did not understand what Jesus was saying, but they were afraid to question Him
They may not have understood then - and they obviously didn’t understand as Jesus was being tortured and killed - all of the 

Apostles ran away except for St. John - only St. John, Mary - Jesus’ Mother, and a few others remained at the foot of 
the Cross as Jesus died

But after the Resurrection, but especially after Pentecost, when they were infused with the Holy Spirit, they looked back and 
could see what Jesus was trying to tell them that day back in Galilee

Jesus, in the ultimate sacrifice for our sins on the Cross and then in His resurrection, proves that He is God, the Second 
Person of the Trinity, and that He loves us more than we can imagine

Jesus is first - Jesus is God - in reference to St. Thomas Aquinas’ five proofs for God, Jesus is the first cause of all of things - 
He is the unmoved mover

And yet, what does Jesus do? - He puts Himself at our service - He is the servant of all
When Jesus and the disciples get to their destination in Capernaum, Jesus asked them what they have been discussing
I like how they are all silent - we’ve all been there - we know we’ve done something wrong - we know mom and dad know 

we’ve done something wrong - and yet somehow we think if we don’t say anything, maybe we’ll get out of this 
unpunished 

The disciples had been discussing who was the greatest - sometimes this is a fun discussion, right? - who is the greatest NBA 
player of all time? Michael Jordan or LeBron James?



Competitions, sports included, can drive us to be the best we can be - and this can be a good things - it can also be a bad 
thing, but if done right, competitions and sports can be a healthy part of our lives

However, straight up comparing oneself to others is usually destructive
Again, it is good to strive to be our best 
However, when we get jealous of what others have or what talents and gifts others have, then comparing becomes destructive
Time and time again, elite athletes, after they win the championship or become the number one ranked player, they kind of go 

into a depression - this thing they worked so hard for, this thing they have desired for so long, brings them momentary 
happiness, but they quickly find out it is just a label and cannot give them lasting joy

After Jesus gets silence from the disciples after He asks, “What were you arguing about on the way?,” Jesus continues, “If 
anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.”

Again, Jesus Himself models this for us perfectly - He who is God Himself, humbled Himself, taking on human nature and 
becoming a helpless baby - then He subjects Himself to ridicule, beatings, and eventually death on a Cross - why? 
Because He loves us - because He wants to take the penalty that must be paid because perfect justice must be had - 
and then He rose so that we may spend eternity with Him in heaven, inside the Trinity which is perfect love, the 
fulfillment of every true human desire

So we need to be like our Savior Jesus Christ - we too must be last and the servant of all - it is when we make a sincere gift of 
self to another that we become most human, most like Jesus

Jesus then puts a child in their midst and says, “Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me; and 
whoever receives me, receives not me but the One who sent me.”

This is a dramatic gesture Jesus makes to show the disciples who really is the greatest in the Kingdom of God - what can a 
little child possibly teach us about greatness? - children in the ancient world had no rights, position, or privileges of their 
own - they were socially at the "bottom rung of the ladder" and at the service of their parents, much like the household 
staff and domestic servants

So who is the greatest in God's kingdom? - the one who is humble and lowly of heart - who instead of asserting their rights 
willingly empty themselves of pride and self-seeking glory by taking the lowly position of a servant or child.

Again, Jesus models this for us perfectly - even as the Second Person of the Trinity, Jesus always defers to God the Father
So a little sports or competition in our lives can be a healthy thing - it can push us to be the best version of ourselves
However, competition in itself cannot bring lasting happiness or joy - it is in serving, in giving of ourselves in service to others 

that we find true and lasting joy
Study after study shows that on average, the happiest people are married people - marriage and family constantly call us to 

give of ourselves to others on a daily basis
Ask not what others can do for you, but what you can do for others - in this, we will find true and lasting joy and happiness


