
When we were kids, we were bored as my mom was shopping around Target - so my brother talked my little sister into walking 
around with her eyes closed - she was around 2 or 3 years old

She ended up running into some drinking glasses - they fell to the floor and shattered - I remember seeing my sister’s palm right 
right next to a jagged bottom of a glass - she miraculously escaped without injury - let’s just say my mother was not happy 
with my brother

Who needs enemies to harm you when you have brothers and sisters who gladly lead you into all sorts of peril?
Truly here the blind was leading the blind
But there is more than one type of blindness - there is physical blindness, but there is also spiritual blindness
In the first reading we hear of God’s promise to gather His people 
Jeremiah was a prophet in the 6th century BC - in 587 BC, the Babylonians invaded Judah and took captives - things looked 

pretty bleak
But God promises that better days are ahead - God says He will gather them from the ends of the world and bring them back - 

He will free them and bring them back
Again, in the ancient world, women and children were considered second class citizens - and even below them were the blind 

and lame - and yet God specifically says He will gather the blind and lame, mothers and children
This promise is fulfilled in Christ and in the Catholic Church
God says He is a father to Israel - just as a biological father sometimes has to punish his children, so here God allows bad things 

to happen so that the Jews realize what they have done wrong and again desire to do good
Ideally that is why we discipline our children - not because we are mad at them, but in hopes that they will realize what they have 

done and change their behavior
God is thee Father, the Father after which all other fatherhood flows from - He is first Father to God the Son, to Jesus - always 

has been - always will be - the Trinity has never not existed
In John, chapter 14, verse 20, Jesus says that He is in the Father and that we are in Him and He is in us
It is because of this that the Catholic Church is the Family of God - in the Catholic Church, Jesus really has gathered His people 

from the ends of the earth
I especially, but all of us because of our Baptism, share in the priesthood of Jesus Christ
The author of the second reading talks about how priests are taken from the general population and made a representative 

before God to offer gifts and sacrifices 
We do this at every Mass - we offer God our time, talent, and treasure - we bring our treasure before God in the collection - we 

bring out talent in the many ways people volunteer to make the Mass happen - and we offer our time, our very selves by 
being present and celebrating as the Body of Christ

It is important that we gather as a family, as the Body of Christ every week
This Christian life was not meant to be lived alone
I know that the hour before Mass can be the most unholy hour of the week - and once you get to Mass, things are rarely perfect - 

it doesn’t help when it feel like half the people are staring condescendingly at you and your child - you have my 
permission to glare back - yes, ideally the children would just sit there reverently and quietly for a whole hour - but most 



likely that’s not going to happen - they are kids - we need to be patient with them - they will learn, especially by our 
example what the correct behavior is at Mass - don’t worry - I remember getting the “why can’t you behavior like your 
older sister” speech a few times

We need everyone to be at Mass - we need to celebrate as a family - and when part of that family is missing, part of our 
celebrating God is missing

In the Gospel today, we have Jesus wandering around - He’s leaving Jericho with a large crowd following Him
At the edge of town, someone starts shouting at Jesus
Bartimaeus was begging by the roadside - notice that because he is blind, he is an outcast - he’s not in town - he is segregated 

from the rest of society - in some ways, because he is blind, he is treated sub-human
But what did I say at the beginning? - there are two types of blindness
Bartimaeus may have been physically blind, but spiritually, he is actually the one of the ones who saw most clearly
Bartimaeus has 20/20 spiritual vision
On hearing that Jesus of Nazareth is walking by the road, he realizes that a once in a life-time opportunity has arisen
Despite being physically blind, Bartimaeus uses his spiritual sight to see Jesus for who Jesus really is, the Son of God, the 

Messiah
Bartimaeus addresses Jesus as “the Son of David,” which was an ancient title for the coming Messiah
Again, the crowd following Jesus was quite large and I’m sure noisy - so Bartimaeus had to go to extremes to get Jesus’ 

attention
Bartimaeus was being so loud, people started to tell him to be quiet - but he just called all the louder, “Jesus, son of David, have 

pity on me.”
I’m assuming almost everyone in the crowd following Jesus could physically see - and yet it is the blind man that sees Jesus for 

who He really is - not even Jesus’ own disciples know who He really is - this seems to be true all the way up to Pentecost
So Bartimaeus cannot let this opportunity pass - so he cried out all the louder - finally Jesus stops and asks that Bartimaeus be 

brought to Him
Jesus tells Bartimaeus that his faith has saved him - and we know this - we know that Bartimaeus, despite being blind, has 

special spiritual sight that almost everyone else around Jesus did not have
We know this not just because he called Jesus, “son of David,” a title for the Messiah, but also because, after he was healed, 

Bartimaeus followed Jesus - he became one of Jesus’ disciples and followers
I’m assuming all of us here have visual sight - some better than others - that’s great - being able to see is a great gift from God - 

but how many of us are seeing clearly spiritually - do we recognize Jesus for who He is in our daily lives?
Do we recognize that Jesus is our Messiah, our Savior? Do we recognize Jesus is the small gifts of daily life? In the green light 

that appears when we are in a hurry? In the smile or the hug of a friend? 
We need to be like Batimaeus - we need to open our spiritual eyes to all of the amazing things God does in our lives day and day 

out - if we do, we will surly be filled with joy and thanksgiving - we will realize that in Christ, even in the midst of hardships, 
life is not a glass that half-full, not even a glass that is full, but a glass that is overflowing


