
Now that Thanksgiving is over, you can listen to Advent and Christmas music - if you listened to Advent or Christmas 
music before thanksgiving, you committed a mortal sin - just kidding

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
It is the last Sunday in Ordinary Time - next Sunday we start Advent, the beginning of the Liturgical year
Maybe it would be better in the US if we changed the name of the feast day to the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

President of the Universe 
As a country and as a world, we have come to believe that democracy is the best form of government for both the good of 

the people and for promoting a thriving economy
As much press as British royals are getting these days: Prince Harry, Meghan Markle, and others, monarchies are 

generally thought of something of the past
The problem is that often monarchs, dictators, and their ilk tend to do what is best for themselves and not what is best for 

their people
“Absolute power corrupts absolutely.” - Lord Acton, a British historian
However, there have been royalty in the past that have become saints - some have even become recognized saints of the 

Catholic Church - they used their leadership for the well-being of their people, especially the poor
Even so, kings seem antiquated in a democratic society
This is probably all the more reason why the British royals have seen a surge in interest lately, along with Meghan Markle, 

a Hollywood actress who became part of the British royalty - I think also kings and royalty remind us of a time when 
things were maybe more barbaric, but also more simple

In the first reading we see a vision of Daniel showing that the Ancient One, God the Father, giving the Son of Man, Jesus, 
the Son of God, dominion, glory, and kingship over all the earth, over all nations

In Daniel’s vision, the dominion of Jesus never ends - it is an everlasting dominion - it is never destroyed
In the second reading Jesus is declared the firstborn of the dead and ruler over the kings of the earth - in other words, 

Jesus is the Ruler over the rulers
When we look at our world today, this is sometimes hard to believe - why does there always seem to be so much conflict 

in the world? 
Again, in order for true love to exist, God had to give us free will - with free will, some will choose good and some will 

choose evil 
But in Jesus Christ, in His death and resurrection, if we choose Christ, we receive forgiveness for the evil we choose to do 

- Christ has freed us from our sins by His blood - Jesus has made us a Kingdom of believers
In Revelations, in the second reading, God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the one who is and who was and who is 

to come, the almighty.”



We often see the symbols alpha and omega around church - Alpha looks exactly like an A and omega looks like a 
horseshoe

Now alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet and omega is the last letter of the Greek alphabet - so when God says 
He is the Alpha and the Omega, it is like saying He is the A and the Z, the beginning and the end

Again, this is another way of God saying that His kingdom will not end - He always was, He is, and He always will be
In the Gospel, Pilate asks Jesus point blank if He is a king - Jesus answer Pilate’s question with a question: “Do you say 

this on your own or have others told you about me?”
Just a bit later, Jesus admits that He is a king, but a different type of king: “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If 

my kingdom did belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not here.”

As I see it, we have two options - one Jesus is a space alien and a king from another planet or world - or Jesus is the king 
of a Kingdom that is not material, but spiritual and thus last forever

Jeff Bezos, the CEO of Amazon (the company - not the forest) and the richest man on earth, in his meeting with the 
employees of Amazon, said a couple of seemingly odd things - he said that Amazon is not too big to fail and that 
one day, Amazon will fail - and thus, he wanted his employees to stay hungry, to work hard - this is an amazing 
statement of reality on the CEO’s part

It is true, every great civilization, every great endeavor of humanity, has had a beginning and end
We know from science that our sun, our solar system, our planet even has an end - in about 4.5 billion years our sun, our 

solar system, and our planet will be burned up - so Jesus will come back either then or sometime before that - He 
will bring us into His kingdom or we will go to hell - at the end of time, those in Purgatory will all get a fast ticket to 
heaven since the last four things are death, judgment, heaven and hell - just a hint: those of you studying for 
Confirmation might be asked in the near future what are the four last things 

So nothing will last forever except for the Kingdom of God (Heaven) and Hell - hell isn’t necessarily filled with the souls of 
evil people - even though we are good, we all do evil things, we are all sinners - rather hell is filled with the souls of 
those who refuse to let God’s love, forgiveness, and saving grace wash over them and then choose to love God 
back

Heaven isn’t necessarily filled with the people who acted the best - rather it is filled with the souls who were humble 
enough to say they couldn’t be perfect on their own - they needed God to get to heaven - they needed God to wash 
away their sins in the blood of Jesus so that they could move from sin and death to love and life - so that they could 
become the person God created them to be

Jesus isn’t King of the Universe so that He can bash us into submission for His own good - His absolute power does not 
absolutely corrupt Him - it doesn’t corrupt Him at all - He is love and perfection



Think about democracy for a second - as good as democracy is, it is inefficient - the President of the United States is 
head of the executive branch - because our forefathers knew we were fallen human beings, the president is 
answerable to the legislative and judicial branches of government 

These checks and balances are part of the reason why our nation is as great as it is - it depends on checks and balances 
to try and curtail the fallen nature of our leaders and to try and help them do what is best for the common good

However, let’s say you had a ruler that used his power over people not for selfish gain, but for the good of his people - by 
being a king, he could enact policy or changes immediately - he could enact the policy he knew was good for his 
people even if the policy was unpopular, even if the majority was against it - he or she wouldn’t have to go through 
a committee or ask permission of anyone else - they could just immediately do what they knew to be right 

And God does this - this is why Jesus is King instead of President - He rules over the Kingdom of God perfectly and for 
the perfect good of us

Just as 5+3=8 whether you believe it or not, so the teachings of Jesus are true whether you believe them or not - Jesus 
promised that He would send the Holy Spirit to direct the Apostles and their successors in teaching the Truth

Thus we can trust teachings of the Catholic Church even if some of their successors do sinful things
Jesus is king, King of the Kingdom of God, the head of the Body of Christ, the Church…which includes the Church 

Militant, those of us on earth, the Church Purgative, the souls in Purgatory, and the Church Triumphant, the souls in 
heaven

Jesus wants to be our personal king - He wants to be king of lives - not to prevent us from having fun, but so that we can 
know that we are not alone, that we are loved, and exist for a reason, that our lives have purpose - Jesus wants to 
be king of our lives - He wants us to listen to His voice like He asks us to in the Gospel

He wants to be king of our lives so that we can love Him and our neighbor with His supernatural love - He wants to be 
king of our lives so that we can be with Him forever in heaven and so that we can make the lives of those around 
us better

So today, make Jesus king of your lives - give Him your life - submit your life to Jesus’ kingship - you won’t regret it


