
I started to take trips on my own when I was in college - I started college in 1994 - I remember in the fall of 1994 seeing a 
copy of Mosaic run on a computer - Mosaic was the first graphical web browser - soon after that websites popped up 
that would allow you to type in your starting address and your ending address

It would then spit out a list of turns you need to make to get to your destination which you could print off and put in the car - 
this made you pay attention to the road signs all the more - however, even with this help, I was awful - It wasn’t until my 
5th trip to my college friend’s house that I got there without making a wrong turn

Then in 2008, I got my first iPhone with a GPS chip in it - my life was radically changed - now I can basically ignore the street 
signs and just do what my phone tells me - the downfall of GPS and turn-by-turn directions is that you sometimes have 
no idea where something actually is or how to get there

Today we begin with Advent - today, the readings talk about signs
In the first reading God says the days are coming when He will fulfill the promise He made to the house of Israel and Judah
A quick history review - historians think King David lived about eight hundred to a thousand years before Christ - King David 

united the tribes of Israel into one strong kingdom - King David’s grandsons split the Kingdom in two - the northern 
kingdom which was called Israel and the southern kingdom called Judah, which contained the important city of 
Jerusalem

The northern kingdom fell to Assyria in 722 BC - the first reading if from Jeremiah, who was a prophet as the southern 
kingdom, Judah, fell to the Babylonians in 587 BC

So these were dark days for God’s people - Judah had thought that since they had the Jerusalem and the temple, God would 
protect them for all time -so in their eyes God had let them down

But here is Jeremiah promising that God will someday make it better - Jeremiah says God will fulfill His promise by raising up 
a just shoot from King David - Judah will once again be safe and Jerusalem will be secure

So almost six hundred years later, when Jesus comes to earth, Judah is controlled no longer by the Babylonians, but by the 
Romans

There had been reprieves, but for almost six hundred years, the Jewish people had been ruled by another country 
Some people of Jesus’ time thought the messiah was going to rescue them from foreign rule
However, Jesus didn’t come to establish a kingdom on earth, but a kingdom in heaven
Jesus didn’t come to save the Jewish people from Roman rule, but to free all of us from sin and death
We live in this weird time in salvation history - Jesus has died on the Cross for our sins and risen from the dead to give us the 

possibility of eternal life in heaven, but still evil and sin are part of our lives on earth even though Jesus defeated them 
on the Cross

Again, the end times began with Jesus’ resurrection - we are living in the end times
Jesus promised to come back again - just as the virgin conceiving a child and a star rose in the sky, there will be signs that 

point to Jesus’ second coming at the end of time
First, Jesus lists some signs - He says there will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars - nations will be in dismay - 

people will die of fright



Second, Jesus instructs His followers to not allow their hearts to become drowsy
When I was in college I had a computer engineering class that met on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30-5:00 PM - the 

professor used handwritten overhead projector slides - and he would just read them - so it’s late afternoon, the lights 
are off for the projector, and the professor is reading verbatim what was on the overhead projector in a monotone voice 
- it was impossible not to become drowsy

Here Jesus says we become drowsy in our hearts by carousing and drunkenness - are we wasting time and ignoring the 
things God wants us to do to make the world a better place and to further the Kingdom of God on earth?

Jesus says we can get caught up in the anxieties of daily life - it is okay to be concerned about our jobs, our school work, and 
other such things - God gave us talents and abilities and we need to develop them and become the best version our 
ourselves so that we can help others through our profession 

But are we allowing ourselves to worry and become anxious about things that really do not matter, that have no eternal 
relevance?

Jesus says we must be vigilant at all times - Jesus says elsewhere that only the Father knows the day and hour of the end of 
time, of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ - Jesus is telling us to be vigilant or else it will catch us by surprise like a 
trap

Jesus says the Second Coming will be a hardship for a lot of people - He says it will assault people who live on the earth - for 
a lot of people it will be a day of reckoning 

Jesus instructs His followers to pray for the strength to escape the tribulations and to be able to stand before the Son the Man 
in our final judgement 

Part of being vigilant is praying for this not just at the end of time, but every day, every moment - we need to pray for strength 
to do the will of God - to do what God is calling us to do to build up the Kingdom of God

St. Paul, in his letter to the Thessalonians, instructs them to increase and abound in love for one another and for all
St. Paul tells them to be blameless in holiness - I realize that we are all sinners - I realize that God’s mercy is great, especially 

in the Sacrament of Reconciliation - however, this should not lessen our striving for holiness - in fact it should increase 
it - we must not become lazy or drowsy in our pursuit of holiness 

St. Paul says we must conduct ourselves in a way that pleases God
I believe we live in tough times - just like Jeremiah after the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple, we are 

experiencing a destruction of morality and virtue in our culture and society: killing of unborn children, racism, hate-
crimes, killing people who are old or in pain, allowing others to become lonely or isolated

I believe the signs are all around us - signs to call us, as Catholic Christians, to conduct ourselves differently - I’m talking first 
to myself - we must pray to be vigilant and to have the strength, we must not be drowsy ourselves - we must not allow 
ourselves to become lazy in our pursuit of holiness - we must not allow anxiety to get the best of us - we must learn to 
trust God, even in the smallest aspects of our lives

Jesus came and conquered - He loves us and us wants to give us His love and saving grace - say yes to His love and grace - 
as we journey towards remembering the start of Jesus’ First Coming, may it prepare us for His Second Coming


