
Long, long ago in the foreign land of Iowa, I spent my summers detasseling corn - if you don’t know what detasseling is, I 
won’t bore you with the details - just know it involved spending hours pulling the tops off the corn - this job is even 
harder when you are 2 foot 4 and you are made even shorter by sinking into the mud

Anyways, my senior year, I was a crew leader and I had two eighth grade girls in my crew - every day earth shattering events 
happened - one day they were best friends - the next day they hated each other - one day they were interested in a boy 
and the next day they didn’t want anything to do with him - it was drama everyday - I just listened to all this and laughed 
at them - not the Christian thing to do, but it was just so entertaining - one day when they asked why my ear is the way 
it is, I told them I shot it off with an AK-47 automatic machine gun - they believed me despite one of the girls being the 
daughter of a cop - don’t worry, I told them the truth on the bus ride home

Hopefully we don’t live our lives in the constant drama and sufferings of junior high
However, for the Israelites, over hundreds of years, the good times were mostly dominated by the bad times
Here, a hundred or two hundred years before Christ, the prophet Baruch is speaking for God - God is promising the people of 

Jerusalem that better times are ahead - they are not to give up hope - instead they are to take off their robe of 
mourning and misery and put on the splendor of glory from God - they are to get up and stand on the heights

God has not forgotten them - God will bring them back - He is leading them with joy - the good times will come again
Jesus Christ is the one who brings this better time about - however, John the Baptist first leads the way
In the ancient world when a king decided to tour his kingdom, he first sent his courier ahead to prepare the way - John the 

Baptist is the courier and great herald of the Messiah King who proclaims to all the peoples that the impending reign of 
God is now very close at hand

Isaiah had long ago prophesied the role of the Forerunner of the Messiah (Isaiah 40:3-5) - when John the Baptist began his 
public ministry he traveled throughout the region of Judea and preached a “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins” (Luke 3:3).

St. Luke records that John the Baptist began his public ministry during the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate, Herod, 
Philip, and Lysanias

Luke did this to place John the Baptist’s ministry in history - I don’t know about you, but there is something slightly special 
when a movie or a TV show is based on actual events 

Even though we say that Jesus lived 2000 years ago, I think we forget that John and Jesus actually walked the face of the 
earth, that they really are historical figures - I think sometimes, maybe even subconsciously, we confine them to nice 
stories in a book

John the Baptist travels throughout the whole region of Jordan River proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins

Again, John the Baptist is the courier that is sent ahead of the king to prepare the people for the king’s arrival 
John’s Baptism forgave sins through repentance - we need to be sorry for our sins, for our wrong-doing
This prepares God’s people for Jesus’ Baptism - when we are baptized into Christ, we not only have our sins forgiven, but we 

are given new life in Jesus’ Resurrection



This is why if we are serious about getting to heaven, in becoming saints, we need to frequent the Sacraments often, 
specifically the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist

Again, the first step is to stop and reflect on our sins - I think too often we are too easy on ourselves - we just kind of assume 
that we are okay - we figure we haven’t killed anyone - God doesn’t want us to just be okay - He wants us to be great - 
He wants to give us life to the full

At the same time, we sometimes beat ourselves us years after we have done something wrong - I tell people in the 
Confessional all the time that God has forgiven them so now they need to forgive themselves - which might be the 
harder thing to do

I know we are too easy on ourselves because we are sinners and yet the lines for Confessions are pretty short to non-non-
existent these days

I also know that we are too hard on ourselves because I hear it in the Confessional 
The answer to both of these extremes is in the Sacrament of Reconciliation - to fight being too easy on ourselves, for the good 

of your souls, go at least once a month - to fight being too hard on ourselves, listen and trust the words of the priest 
when he gives us abolition by saying, “I absolve you of your sins in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit”

Part of repentance is the desire to not sin again - in seminary we are told that if a person has any sort of regret or sorry about 
what they did, then they are to receive absolution even if they are highly likely to commit the sin again - if the person 
has no remorse at all and definitely plans on doing it again, we cannot give them absolution

What is said in the Confessional stays the Confessional - a priest cannot reveal what was said in the Confessional - at least 
not anything that could be tied to a person or to their detriment - so a priest might in homily say something like, “there 
are a lot of people addicted pornography” - how does the priest know this? - because he has heard it in the 
Confessional - this statement is NOT a breach of the Seal of the Confessional

We sin so often so it is easy to take sin lightly - however, Romans 6:23 says that the wages of sin is death - sin is death, death 
to our soul - this is not a good thing at all - we need to be weary of every little sin - the venial sins we can just ask for 
forgiveness for - venial sins are also forgiven in the penitential rite we say at the beginning of Mass and even in 
receiving the Eucharist - mortal sins we need to go to Confession to have forgiven

However, the second half of Romans 6:23 is, “but the gift of God is salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
This is the joy that St. Paul is talking about in the second reading 
St. Paul says that he is confident that God who has begun a good work in us will continue it to completion - God began His 

good work in us at our Baptism - it is up to us, exercising our free will, to allow Him to continue it to completion 
We must allow the Holy Spirit to come alive in us so that we can do the things St. Paul talks about: increase in knowledge, 

perceive things for what they really are, and to discern what is of true value
We were not created for drama - we were not created for uncertainty - as Pope Benedict XVI is credited with say, “The world 

promises you comfort, but you were not made for comfort. You were made for greatness.”


