
Social studies was never really my thing - I was never very good at reading maps - also the history part of social studies 
always involved too much memorization: names, dates, and places - I know: “those who cannot remember the past 
are condemned to repeat it.” - George Santayana

Maybe that’s why when you go to the library or book store, there are books upon books about events in history - someone 
somewhere thought that they had something new to say about an event that happened in the past, maybe 
hundreds of years ago

One part of history that did interest me a little was World War II - I even read the Rise and Fall of the Third Reich by 
William Shirer - well sort of - I think I read the first 900 some pages of the 1245 pages in the book

History is important to every institution
In the first reading, Ezra brings out the book of the law - he not only read, but He also explained the law of God - the “law 

of God” was most likely what is today called the Torah to the Jews - to us Christians it would be the first five books 
of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy

The Torah or the first five books of the Christian Bible explains the history of who the People of God are and how they 
came to be - it is their history - it is their historical identity

Ezra reads from the law of God from daybreak to midday - Ezra takes his time because it had been decades since the 
people had heard the law of God read aloud - the people of God had forgotten God, forgotten how to worship Him - 
they had forgotten who they were - they had forgotten that their true identity can only be discovered in their 
relationship to God

So as they heard Ezra read the law of God and explain it, their hearts were convicted of all the wrong they were doing - 
they felt contrition in their hearts and wept over all the evil they had done

And yet Ezra’s instructions when they were done were, “Do not be sad, and do not weep. Go and eat rich foods and drink 
sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who had nothing prepared; for today is holy to our LORD. Do not be 
saddened this day, for rejoicing in the LORD must be your strength!”

Ezra knew that the people were convicted of the wrong they were doing in their lives - he knew that this day was a turning 
point in the morality and virtue of the people - he knew that their tomorrows were going to be different than their 
yesterdays - conversion had happened - from this day forward, the people were going to have and live a deeper 
relationship with God - and this was something to celebrate - we too should celebrate moments of conversion in 
our lives

In the Gospel, St. Luke is celebrating Jesus Christ - just as there are a bajillion books on World War II, each author feeling 
like they had something new to say on the world-wide war that happened 80 years ago, St. Luke recognizes that 
there are already many who have compiled a narrative of the events of Jesus’ life on earth - St. Luke wrote about 
AD 80 - St. Luke believes he has something new to say - along with eyewitnesses and other ministers, St. Luke 



does some investigation himself to make sure that everything is accurate and that he could tell it in an orderly 
sequence 

At the beginning of his Gospel, St. Luke says he wrote for Theophilus - the name Theophilus means, “Lover of God” - St. 
Luke wrote so that Theophilus may realize the certainty of the teachings about Jesus Christ

St. Luke wanted to give Christians a clearer understanding of who they were and what their history was in Jesus Christ
St. Luke had had his turning point, the time when Jesus had radically come into his life - thus, he wanted to share the 

history of Jesus Christ’s time on earth so that others could have their own turning points, their own moments when 
Jesus Christ came into their lives and changed everything - because Jesus Christ does and should change 
everything in our lives

I said a couple of weeks ago that Jesus’ coming, death, and resurrection is the climax, the pinnacle of history, of salvation 
history 

In the Gospel reading from today, after the introduction from the beginning of Luke’s Gospel, we skip ahead a couple of 
chapters - in the chapters we skip, Jesus is baptized and tempted by the Devil in the desert - where we pick up the 
story, Jesus now returns home to Nazareth - since it is His home town, Nazareth would be the place were there 
might have been other women besides his mom that helped raise him - the place were their were others His age 
that Jesus grew up with, played games with

Here in His home town, He opens the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and reads about the Messiah and what the Messiah will 
do - after He is finished, the rolls up the scroll, hands it back to the attendant and says, “Today this Scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

This local boy-turned-man is referencing not just local history, but the history of the whole People of God
For hundreds of years, the People of God had been waiting for the Messiah - and now this local man was saying that He 

is the long awaited Messiah - it probably seemed impossible to them and yet everyone must have known and 
observed that there was something different about Jesus, even from Jesus’ early childhood on

The people of Nazareth knew the history of their people, the People of God - they knew Jesus - or maybe they thought 
they did - and thus, their moment of truth comes to them - are they going to believe in Jesus or not? - is this going 
to be their turning point, their point of conversion?

They didn’t have microphones in Jesus’ day, but this was a mic-drop moment - the tension, the desire of centuries were 
built into the idea of the Messiah and yet Jesus calmly states succinctly that He is the long awaited Messiah -
whatever mic-drop moments you have had in your life, I promise you, Jesus’ was better

But why does this matter? - yes, Jesus is the climax, the pinnacle of history, of salvation history - but is Jesus the pinnacle 
of your history? - do you have a turning point, a moment of conversion, of turning to God in a radical way? - a way 
that makes Jesus the center of your life? - however, conversion isn’t just a one time thing - conversion is a series of 
moments where we turn more and more towards the face of Jesus 



This turning towards Jesus is something we personally must do, but we don’t do it alone - we are part of something bigger 
than ourselves - we are part of the one Body of Christ - we all have different talents and abilities - we need 
everyone to be the best version of themselves if the Body of Christ is to thrive - we must strive to end division - and 
not end division by agreeing to disagree, but striving and settling on the Truth of Jesus Christ and the teaching of 
the Catholic Church - we must have concern for one another - we must lift each other up; not tear each other down

We Catholic Christians are the Body of Christ - we are one billion strong - we are not alone - this morning, hundreds of 
thousands of young Catholic Christians are gathered in Panama to celebrate World Youth Day with Pope Francis

Things like World Youth Day, Seek conferences, Steubenville Youth Conferences remind us that we are not alone - when 
you attend Mass in a foreign country and you don’t know what they are saying, but you know what they are doing 
because the Mass is the same all over the world, you realize that you are part of something greater than yourself 

The Catholic Church will continue to make history until the end of time, until Jesus comes back again - what part of that 
history is God calling you to?


