
Youth Mass

How many of you have been baptized?
What happens at a baptism? - pouring water, etc.
Do you know why we baptize? - indelible mark, removal of original sin
What is Original Sin?
Are any of you adopted? - I’m adopted from South Korea - I was adopted when I was 2 and half
There was a time when my parents knew I existed - the orphanage, where I lived before I was adopted, sent my parents 

pictures and information about me - they were getting excited to meet me, but I didn’t belong to them - there was 
some paperwork and other things that had to happen first - and finally, I had to fly from South Korea to Minneapolis 
where my parents and my oldest sister met me at the airport

God loves us - He created us - He desired our existence even before time began - and yet, because of Original Sin, we 
are in some ways at odds with Him before our baptism

So Baptism removes Original Sin from our souls, and if we are of the age of reason, about age 7 or above, Baptism 
removes all of sins that we have committed up to that point in our lives - baptism also puts an indelible mark, an 
invisible mark, on our souls that marks us as a son or daughter of God - God adopts us at our baptism - we 
become God the Father’s spiritual children

So today we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus - remind me again, what does baptism do?
So that is true, if baptism removes sin and Original Sin, did Jesus need to be baptized? - no
John the Baptist even said, “I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the 

thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
Is John the Baptist God? - No - the Gospel today said that some people thought that John the Baptist might be the Christ, 

might be God - John the Baptist told them very clearly that he was not the Christ
So Jesus is God - so Jesus is greater than John
Then why do you think Jesus had John the Baptist baptize Him? - Why didn’t Jesus baptize John? - Jesus is fully God so 

He didn’t sin, but He is also fully human - He was entering totally into our experience of being human 
Do you guys ever get in trouble? - do you guys ever do anything wrong? - do you get punished?
Why do you think your parents punish you when you do something wrong?
Do you know what a judge is? Who do you think has higher expectations of you, your parents or a judge? Who do you 

think cares more about how you turn out, how you act when you are older? Why do you think this is? 
Yes, a judge just wants to make sure you don’t break any laws - your parents what you to become the best version of 

yourself - they want you to thrive in life - when we are messy, or don’t look before we cross the street, or we don’t 
eat our vegetables, when we don’t share with our brothers and sisters, when we fight with our siblings, we are not 



becoming the best version of ourselves - so our parents punish us so that we learn that there are consequences 
when we don’t do what is best

Do you think your parents love you? - Do they love you all the time? - Do you think you could ever do anything that would 
make your parents stop loving you?

After Jesus was Baptized - Who is Jesus again? He is God the Son - so after Jesus was Baptized, God the Father said in 
an audible voice so the people around Jesus could hear Him - God the Father said to God the Son, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

Do you think God the Father loves Jesus, God the Son? Yes, God the Father loves God the Son perfectly and completely 
and God the Son receives that love perfectly and completely and perfectly and completely loves God the Father 
back - the Love between God the Father and God the Son is so perfect and complete that it is the Holy Spirit - the 
Holy Spirit is the Love between God the Father and God the Son - thus we say in the Creed that the Holy Spirit 
proceeds from the Father and the Son

Do you think that God loves you? - do you think there is anything we can do to make God stop loving you? - In Isaiah 49, 
God says that even if a mother forgets her child, God will never forget you

God says to you and me, “You are my beloved son. You are my beloved daughter. With you I am well pleased.” - it is good 
to think and reflect on this sometime when you are praying - God loves us even more than our parents - God loves 
us more than we can even imagine - God loved us even before time began - He loves us even now - if God were to 
forget us, we would cease to exist - poof, we would disappear

<Sometimes when people are older, they get really mad and they don’t talk to their parents or this brothers and sisters - 
they refuse to be an active member of the family - we can do this with God - we can refuse to spend time with Him 
and people in the Church - we can freely choose to live without God in this life - by doing this we prove we don’t 
want to be a part of God’s family - so God doesn’t force us to be a part of His family even after death - that’s when 
people go to hell - because they don’t want to be a part of God’s family - they don’t want to strive for holiness and 
virtue - they don’t want to spend time loving God and others - God doesn’t send people to hell - God loves us and 
wants us to go to heaven to be with Him forever - but He is not going to force us to spend time with Him in heaven 
if we don’t want to spend time with Him - God doesn’t send people to hell - people send themselves to hell by 
choosing not to love God back and by not striving for holiness and virtue>

Because Jesus was Baptized, we can be baptized - because Jesus is the Son of God, we can become adopted sons or 
daughters of God - we are baptized - we are baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire 

We are already armed with all that we need to live with and for Jesus and to set the world on fire with His love 


