
This is NOT a true story - you may have heard it before
A man falls off of a cliff and manages to grab onto a branch which prevented him from falling to his death
Another person happens to look over the edge and see him there - he drops a rope to rescue him - the guy responds to 

the nice gesture by saying, “Thanks, but no thanks. I know God will save me.”
After a little while longer a helicopter happens to see him - they shout down to him to grab onto a rope ladder that they will 

throw down to him - again, he thanks them, but he is confident that God will save him from his situation
Finally, right before he runs out of strength to hang on, a hot air ballon happens to come close enough that he could just 

let go and fall in - but again, he refuses the help, confident that God will save him
Well, he falls to his death - afterwards he asks God, “Why didn’t you save me? I trusted you and you let me down.” - God 

responded, “I sent a guy with a rope, a helicopter, and a hot air ballon to save you. What more do you expect me to 
do?”

God reaches out to us even in the toughest of times, especially in the toughest of times - but He doesn’t force us to accept 
His help

Jeremiah started his career as a prophet during a relatively good time for the Israelites, God’s chosen people - Jeremiah 
started his career as a prophet during the time of Josiah, a relatively good king who wanted to do the will of God - 
thus things were going well for the people

In the midst of these good times, Jeremiah starts to proclaim death, destruction, and woe - he was talking about the 
destruction of the Temple and other such things while things were looking pretty good

Talking about doom in the midst of prosperity doesn’t make you very popular - to help Jeremiah through this tough time - 
this time of loneliness - this time of not being heard - this time of being hated - so much so that some people tried 
to take his life 

Before Jeremiah starts proclaiming a message no one wanted to hear, God first reminds Jeremiah how special he is - 
God tells Jeremiah that He knew him even before Jeremiah was formed in his mother’s womb and that he had 
appointed him to be a prophet to the nations even before he was born - God instructs Jeremiah to gird his loins, to 
prepare for spiritual battle

The bad things Jeremiah predicted didn’t have to happen - unfortunately, after Josiah, the kings and the people went back 
to doing evil - 30 years after our first reading, 30 years after Jeremiah started his ministry, in 586 BC, the Assyrians 
destroy Jerusalem and take over Judah

Jerusalem was the center piece of the Israelites culture and religion - they thought it could never fall because God would 
protect it - however, here in the first reading, God tells Jeremiah that he, Jeremiah, is the fortified city - God will 
fortify him against the Judah kings, princes, priest, and people - they will fight against him, but will not prevail

Jesus too triumphs in the end in His death and resurrection - however, just like Jeremiah, the Israelites, the original people 
of God, refuse to hear what He has to hear 



For Jesus this begins in His home town - the people of Jesus’ home town had heard of the amazing things He had done in 
the town of Capernaum - however, Jesus knew that the faith in His home town of Nazareth was not as great as the 
faith in Capernaum 

Thus, Jesus reminds them of their history - Jesus doesn’t talk about Jeremiah, but Elijah and Elisha - these two prophets 
went to perform miracles for foreigners because their own people’s hearts were hardened against the words of God 

Rather than hearing what Jesus is saying, repenting, and not repeating the mistakes of their ancestors, they do just that - 
what their ancestors did to Jeremiah, Elijah, and Elisha, they do the same to Jesus - they get mad, so mad that 
they try to kill him by hurling him over the hill on which the town was built - however, Jesus escapes through the 
crowd before they are able to carry out their evil plan

The messages that Jeremiah, Elijah, Elisha, and especially Jesus spoke were not easy to hear - they were not popular - 
however, they were spoken in genuine love 

Remember, the Catholic definition of love is willing the good of another - Jeremiah didn’t want Jerusalem to be destroyed- 
Elijah and Elisha also wanted the people to change their ways and turn back to God - they truly wanted what was 
best for their people - Jeremiah, Elijah, and Elisha loved the people they served, but the people hated them for 
loving them enough to speak the truth to them about the evil they were doing - and obviously Jesus loved the 
people from His home town - the people He grew up with - but they rejected Him, His love, and His message

It is easy to get overly sentimental about love - the second reading is about love - a portion of it is often read at weddings
In the 13th chapter of St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul first acknowledges the primacy of love - “if I have 

faith so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing” - love must be the motivation to all that we do - 
the motivation to all of our interactions with others - we must will and desire what is best for them - we need to 
desire their good and absolute good - the ultimate good of every human person is to be with God forever in heaven

Love is patient - Jeremiah spoke for 30 years warning the people of the destruction that would come if they didn’t change 
their ways - love is kind - Neither Jeremiah, nor Elijah, nor Elisha, nor Jesus ever killed anyone

Jesus never sought His own interests - He never rejoiced in wrong doing - Jeremiah, Elijah, Elisha, and Jesus rejoiced in 
the truth, even when they knew it was hard for the people to hear, even when they knew that speaking the truth 
would make them outcasts, unpopular, and in some ways, alone - we must do the same - we must love people 
enough to tell them the truth even when they don’t want to hear it - granted we must tell them with patience and 
kindness

Love never fails - love is heroic - love makes impossible sacrifices for the good of the other - most parents naturally do 
this for their children

In a lot of ways, love requires maturity - enjoying pleasure does not require maturity - St. Paul says, “When I was a child, I 
used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I put aside childish things.” - 
children tend to think in terms of pleasure - we need to be mature and think in terms of love, of sacrifice, of ultimate 



goods, of truth, of God, of heaven - because often these things are not pleasurable - they will bring us, at least, 
ultimately, great joy, but they are often not pleasurable 

Before the Fall of Adam and Even, we were called to goodness and Truth - even after the Fall, we are called to goodness 
and Truth - however, the concepts of goodness and Truth are often clouded by the fallen state of our souls

Thus we must not ignore the help God extends to us in becoming the loving human beings God created us to be - we 
must not be immature - we must not seek pleasure for pleasures sake - the world tells us that pleasure and comfort 
will make us happy - it is a lie from the depths of hell - we must be mature - we must seek love - love, willing the 
good of the other, will make us unpopular, will make us lonely at times, will make us hated, maybe they’ll even try to 
kill us - however, just like Jeremiah, Elijah, and Elisha, and especially Jesus, we must be willing to make this 
sacrifice for the good of others - we must love even when people make it hard to love them

However, this type of love is impossible to do on our own - in a fallen world, we need God’s help to love the way we were 
created to love

Pray and accept God’s help to have the grace to be mature enough to seek out love, to seek out goodness and truth - 
then pray and accept God’s help to have the grace to love great enough, to sacrifice enough to bring authentic 
love, goodness, and Truth to others, especially those who don’t want to hear it


