
We all go through stages in life - after going through the stages many of us go through, I ended up with a bachelor’s 
degree in computer engineering and headed off to Rochester, MN to work for the Mayo Clinic in the Radiation 
Oncology department

Being involved in the Newman Center at Iowa State University, I got involved in the parish, particularly youth ministry - 
some people became real jerks and asked if I had ever thought about being a priest - they kept bugging me about it 
- finally, after taking it to prayer and hearing about guys who had thought about it, got married instead, but 
wondered years later if they made the right choice, I decided I would enter seminary 

I wasn’t sure if I was called to be a priest - all I knew was God was calling me to the seminary - I figured I would go, put 
my 3-6 months in, leave and move on with my life - I guess you could say I entered seminary with kind of a bad 
attitude - so after working for Mayo for 5 years, I left and entered the seminary and began the next stage in my life - 
while there, I even stretched a few rules - I figured I would help God with the decision to kick me out of seminary - I 
still don’t know how, but I made it through and was ordained a priest in 2010

In the first reading we hear about Moses - after growing up in the palace, he kills an Egyptian when the Egyptian was 
treating a Jew harshly- he then runs away to Midian and meets a woman and gets married - he is tending the flock 
of his father-in-law when a bush appears on fire - and yet the bush was not consumed

As Moses approaches the bush, something even stranger happens - a voice, God’s voice comes from the bush: “Moses! 
Moses!”

God tells Moses he is standing on holy ground and to take off his shoes - God explains how He has heard the cries of the 
Jewish people - thus He is going to free them from their slavery in Egypt back to the Promised Land

Moses gives God all sorts of excuses why he is NOT the one God wants to lead this undertaking - after that argument 
with God fails - as all arguments with God should fail - Moses challenges God asking who should I say sent me?

God responds, “I am who am. Tell them that I AM sent me to you.”
There is a lot of philosophy, theology, and practicality contained in this name, “I AM” - I won’t go into all of it, but the name 

I AM signifies that God always was, always is, and always will be - God is outside of time - He always just is - 
God’s existence is not contingent on anything or anyone else - again, He just IS

But if God is God and we are not, then why do bad things happen? Why is there evil in the world?
C.S. Lewis wrote a book called The Problem of Pain - some people just ask, “why do bad things happen to good people”
In the Gospel, Jesus talks about this using two events that were current to the time Jesus spoke - one, some Galileans 

had been killed by Pilate and their blood mingled with the blood of the religious animal sacrifices they were 
performing

The second example Jesus uses is a tower falling over and landing on 18 people killing them - Jesus asks if the people 
who were the victims of these events were greater sinners? Is that why this happened to them, because they 
deserved it?



In both, Jesus says, no, they were not greater sinners - they just happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time
In a fallen world, in a universe where sin exists, bad things are going to happen to people, even innocent people 
When Adam and Eve sinned, they disrupted not just their relationship with each other and with God, but they disrupted the 

peace and harmony of the whole universe 
Sometimes we are the victim of other people’s bad decisions - sometimes we are the victim of a universe out of harmony
Sometimes, however, we are the victim of our own bad decisions
Jesus ends both examples by saying, “But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!”
Sometimes when you sit and listen to people who are down and out, you find out that life really doesn’t seem fair - that 

they seemed to have experienced a string of bad luck
However, other times, you listen and you realize that they are the cause of their string of bad luck - even though they can’t 

see it, they are making one bad decision after another
The answer to the problem of pain or why bad things happen to good people is love
Remember love requires free will - love is not love if it is forced - love is not love if there isn’t the possibility of not loving
God wanted us to love Him back - in order for us to have the capacity to love God back, we also had to be given the 

capacity not to love God back - and that would be one of the definitions of sin - not loving God back
One of the great enemies of love right now is pornography - earlier this month, all six Catholic diocese in Minnesota 

celebrated Safe Haven Sunday - however, I was in the Holy Land and so we decided to do it this Sunday
Pornography is harmful to our marriages, to our families, and to our culture as a whole
It is easy to think that the Catholic Church of all things has no right to say anything on this - however, it is because of what 

the Catholic Church is going through these days that she must lead the charge of change
I gave this metaphor in my bulletin article, but I give again here - if you have a math teacher who teaches you that 

12*3=36, but then does something evil - maybe has an affair, maybe even with a student - this doesn’t change the 
truth of what the teacher taught - the mathematical truth the teacher taught is still true

I am angry about what the leaders of our Church did and the decisions they made - talk about needing to drain the swamp 
- I wish everyone who was a part of this evil would just step down - we need a fresh start - we Catholics can’t keep 
going through this every 5-10 years

But again, all of this does not change the truth in matters of faith and morals that the Church teaches - even if her own 
leaders and members don’t follow them

Pornography is so readily available these days - studies indicate that 93% of boys and 62% of girls are exposed to 
pornography by the age of 18 - 75% of teens say their parents have never discussed the dangers internet 
pornography with them - 68% of men and 18% of women (I think this number is low) said they used pornography at 
least once every week - 56% of divorce involves one party having “an obsessive interest in pornographic websites”



St. Pope John Paul II said that a person is such a being that deserves to be loved and never used merely as a means to 
an end - pornography trains our minds to use people - to see them as objects for our own use and gratification

Also, I have read story after story about how the pornography industry destroys the lives of its employees - that there is a 
huge connection between pornography and human trafficking - this has got to stop - if there is no demand, there 
would be no supply

I am convinced that in order for democracy to work, it requires that its implementors be persons of virtue and morality
We must combat pornography in ourselves, in our families, and in our societies - <there is also a book Equipped: Smart 

Catholic Parenting in a Sexualized Culture>
Our God is a God of love - again, in order to give us the capacity to love, God also had to give us the capacity to do evil - 

Jesus says if we don’t repent, we will perish - we fallen human beings are created good by God - at our core, in our 
nature, we are good - however, in our fallen nature, we have a great capacity for evil

Today, during this time of Lent, pray for the grace to overcome the evil in our hearts and minds - pray for the grace and 
power to change, to turn away from evil, to turn towards God and holiness - our society needs to become a better 
place - this begins with each one of us - each one of us turning away from evil and towards holiness - today, pray, 
repent, and change for the good


