
As you all know, after college, I worked for 5 years in Rochester, MN before entering seminary in 2004
Part of the reason I moved to Rochester was because a college friend of mine wanted me to live in his basement and 

receive rent money
However, after a couple of years, I moved out, away from him, his wife and their three cats - don’t worry, we’re still friends 

to this day
I moved out and bought a house in the southeast part of town - my address was 920 17 ½ street - who builds a ½ street - 

did the city planners think the backyards were too big so they decided they needed to add another street?
Anyways, I was a bad neighbor - I was never home - I was either at work, at church, or at a friend’s house mooching free 

food - I didn’t have any furniture in over half the rooms in my house - my drapes were constantly drawn - the 
neighbors probably thought I was selling drugs or something

So my house was a house - I don’t know if I would call it a home - my house was basically where I slept and that was 
about it

Before we talk about the readings, a little Old Testament Bible history summary - God moved Abraham and Sarah to 
Canaan, what is now Israel - they had a son Issac and he and his wife, Rebecca, had a son named Jacob - Jacob 
is also known as Israel - Jacob had 12 sons who became the 12 tribes of nation of Israel - Jacob’s favorite son, 
Jospeh, was despised by his brothers and thus they sold him to Egyptians as a slave - Joseph rose to prominence 
and when a great famine hit the Middle Eastern region, Jospeh was able to plan for it - so because of Joseph, 
Egypt had plenty of food during the famine - thus, Jacob and all of the extended family, God’s chosen people, all 
moved to Egypt - this is all covered in the latter part of the book of Genesis

Fast forward over 400 years - all the good Joseph had done forgotten by the kings of Egypt and the people of God were 
reduced to slave labor - so God sent Moses to get them out of Egypt and back to Canaan - however, once they 
arrived, they get scared of the tall people now living in Canaan - thus, they don’t trust God would help them defeat 
the enemy - for their lack of trust God makes them wander the desert for 40 years - by the end of the 40 years, 
Moses has died and Joshua is now the leader of God’s people - Joshua is the 6th book of the Bible - this is where 
our first reading comes from

They are about to enter and retake Canaan - they celebrate the Passover one more time, the celebration of God freeing 
them from Egyptian slavery - during their 40 years of wandering in the desert, God fed them manna that came from 
the sky - now as they were about to re-enter Canaan, the manna ceases because they can now eat the produce of 
the land - after being gone for almost 500 years, the Israelites are about to come home to Canaan

In the Gospel today, we get Jesus and probably His most famous parable, the Prodigal Son - this parable too speaks to 
family and being home



As you know, in the parable, a father has two sons - the younger son asks for his inheritance - now usually you receive 
your inheritance when you parents pass away - but this son was a real piece of work and asked for his inheritance 
while his father was still alive - you have to be a real jerk to such a thing

The father gives his younger son his half and the younger son goes and spends it in very wasteful ways - he runs out of 
money and a famine hits the area at the same time - coming to his senses, he goes back to his father, to his home

What must have taken a huge amount of humility, he goes back to his father expecting to become one of his hired 
workers

He comes back showing contrition - however, his father doesn’t really listen to his ideas - instead, his father welcomes him 
with open arms - he actually runs to him and embraces him and kisses him

The father orders a huge celebration because his son was dead and has come to life again; was lost and has been found
This is how our heavenly Father treats us
I know I’ve said this before, but before I was a priest, I would question sometimes the penance priests would give me - 

“Father, I almost killed someone.” - “Okay. For your penance two Hail Marys.” - what?! - that doesn’t equate
However, when you are on the other side of the Confessional, you realize that the Sacrament of Reconciliation is much 

more about mercy than it is about justice 
There is no way we can even come close to doing justice for our sins, for making up for our sins - that’s why Jesus died 

on the Cross - it is because of the Cross of our Brother Jesus that our Heavenly Father can be so merciful
It is because of the Cross that I can give out a penance of two Hail Marys
It is because of the Cross that there is no sin that greater than God’s mercy - we cannot sin in such away that we are 

beyond God’s love and mercy
The only way to not receive God’s love and mercy is to refuse it - God gives us free will - He is not going to force us to 

receive His love and mercy
If you’ve missed Sunday Mass or some other mortal sin, get to the Sacrament of Reconciliation - hear with your own ears 

the sweet words of God, “…and absolve you from your sins in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.”

Even if you haven’t committed a mortal sin, go to Confession at least once a year - the Sacrament not only forgives our 
sins, but it also gives us the grace to fight harder against sin in the future 

When you walk out of the Confessional, your souls is clean - it is a fresh start, a new beginning
If it has been a long time and you don’t remember how to go to Confession, don’t worry, the priest does - he went to 

school for this - he better know it - he will walk you through it
St. Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians tells us that we are a new creation in Christ; that the old has passed away; 

that new things have come - this is so true in the Sacrament of Baptism and the Sacrament of Reconciliation 



St. Paul says this is the Good News - that God has reconciled us to Himself in Christ - He does not count our trespasses 
against us

St. Paul says we are not just to be receivers of God’s mercy, but we are to be ambassadors of God’s mercy - after having 
received God’s mercy ourselves, we are to tell others about God mercy

If you haven’t gotten to the Sacrament of Reconciliation yet this Lent, go - check the bulletin for times or call the office and 
set up a time - but please, please go - you won’t regret it

In the parable this morning, the father didn’t just wait for his son, but he was looking for him, waiting for him, and once he 
arrived back home, he ran to him, embraced him, kissed him, and welcomed him back into the life of the family

This is what God does with us - He is waiting for us to be sorry, to turn back to Him, to come home - He is waiting with a 
desire beyond all telling - He is waiting for us to come home so that He can embrace us, kiss us, and welcome us 
back home - this is our true home

Our true home is not of this earth - my true home is not 104 Silver Street, Mapleton, MN - your true home is not wherever 
Minnesota - our true home is in the loving arms of God the Father - in the loving embrace of the Trinity 

So this Lent, come home - go to Confession - Let God the Father love you the way your heart was created to be loved 


