
When I was in college in the mid to late 90’s, my friend spent a night, shall we say, in sin - so I played him a song by Twilia 
Paris, a Christian singer, called, “Neither will I”

The lyrics go, “I heard your name today. I heard you made the old mistake again. And it hit me hard. I really thought this 
time. I thought that you would somehow find a way to meet the faith I had in you. And I confess I almost lost that 
faith today. But I was wrong, so wrong. ’Cause He will never give up on you. And neither will I, neither will I. Know 
that we still believe in you. And if you will try, if you will try again. He will never give up on you. And neither will I, 
neither will I, my friend”

For some reason my friend found this song insulting and not comforting - I may have come off a little holier-than-thou
For many of us we feel this way - that we make the same mistake again and again - just when we thought we had grown 

in virtue enough to overcome a past sin, we fall again
No matter how many times we fall, we fall on God’s mercy and ask for forgiveness - then we begin again, relying on God’s 

grace to do better 
In the Gospel, Jesus shows mercy to the woman caught in adultery - the first question is where is the man? - it takes two 

to tango
In Jewish law, adultery was a serious crime - adultery violates God’s ordinance and wreaks havoc on the stability of 

marriage and family life - we know this to be true - we see divorce and destruction of families all around us - it is 
why Vatican II warned us that as goes the family, so goes society - family is the foundation of society - if people 
grow up in a loving, solid family, with both femininity and masculinity, with both a father and a mother, statistics 
show they have a much better chance at succeeding in life

In Jewish law, adultery was considered so bad that it was only one of three sins punishable by death - and thus the trap 
for Jesus

The scribes and Pharisees knew that if Jesus said the woman must be pardoned, He would be accused of breaking the 
law of Moses - and if He broke with the law of Moses, Jesus would be a bad rabbi, a bad teacher - and if  he said 
the woman must be stoned, He would lose his reputation for being the merciful friend of sinners

So here in the middle of the temple area in Jerusalem, in the holiest of places in the Jewish faith, you have Jesus, the 
scribes, and the Pharisees facing off deciding the fate of another person

Just when the scribes and the Pharisees think they have Jesus backed into a corner, Jesus always finds a third way
Jesus starts writing in the sand - lots of ink has been spilled in the last 2000 years about what Jesus might have been 

writing in the sand
One interesting theory was Jesus was writing the sins of the scribes and Pharisees - so when they continued to badger 

Him, Jesus stands up and says, “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” - 
and then again He bends down and continues to write in the sand, possibly continuing to list the sins of the 
woman’s accusers



They walk off, one by one, starting with the oldest - finally it was just Jesus and the woman - Jesus then stands up and 
says, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

Then Jesus says to her, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”
Throughout my adult life, ever since I had a conversion of my own, ever since I’ve had a personal relationship with Jesus, 

I have reflected on Jesus response to the woman
In just a couple of words, Jesus not only shows the woman forgiveness and mercy, but maybe even more importantly, He 

does not leave her there - He challenges her to change her life, to sin no more
Like I did with my friend in college, I often come across preachy or arrogant when I try to tell someone what they are doing 

is wrong and sinful - or even more often, I commit the sin omission - even when God is calling me to say something 
to the person about their sinful behavior, I say nothing

Again, in just a couple of words Jesus forgives, but He also challenges her to change
The scribes and the Pharisees wanted to condemn the woman - Jesus wanted to forgive and to restore the woman, a 

sinner, to health
Jesus’ challenge involved a choice - the woman could either to go back to her former way of sin and death or to reach out 

to God's offer of forgiveness, restoration, and new life in His kingdom of peace and righteousness - Jesus gave her 
pardon and a new start on life

Jesus does the same with us over and over again, especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation - God’s grace enables us 
to confront our sin for what it is; unfaithfulness to God, and to turn back to God with a repentant heart and a 
thankful spirit for God’s mercy and forgiveness - do we know the joy of repentance and a clean conscience?

St. Paul did - St. Paul claims he was the worst sinner - if he isn’t, he’s right up there - he persecuted Christians, even 
promoting their death - however, St. Paul had an extreme conversion

Once he became a Christian himself, as he says in his letter to the Philippians, he considers everything a loss because of 
the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus his Lord - he goes on to say, “For his sake I have accepted the loss of 
all things and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him…”

Every-once-in-a-while I talk to a convert to Catholicism who says that their family disowned them when they became 
Catholic - but they still did it because they believe and know that the Catholic Church has the fullness of Truth

These converts forget about the strife they have left behind and strain forward to what lies ahead
The goal every Christian should be striving for is sainthood, for being with God forever in heaven - Father Mike Schmitz, 

the chaplain at the Newman Center in Duluth, talks about how his cousins were really good at sports - he says one 
of the reason is because they kept the end goal of winning the game in mind in every little detail of how they played 
the game - he says that every little movement they did, they did with the purpose of winning the game

Once we have been forgiven (our venial sins in prayer or our mortal sins in Confession), we forget the past, we forget 
what lies behind and strain forward to what lies ahead



This is easier said than done - I think we modern Americans have two problems - one, we don’t think about sin enough - I 
think some of us believe in universal salvation, that every one goes to heaven - we tell ourselves we’re not that bad 
- that we are good people and deserve to go to heaven - this is not reality 

Two, and seemingly contradictory, we get stuck on things we regret - we have a bad habit of stewing on the past - we 
don’t know how to let go, how to forgive ourselves for our mistakes

However, rooted in Jesus and not ourselves, there are two solutions - one, to know that sin is a big deal - this is reality - 
Jesus Himself said the road to eternal life was narrow and the path to hell was wide - it is possible to have a 
healthy fear of the effects of our sin for ourselves and also for those around us that we have influence on - only 
when we start to understand the gravity of our sins can we truly begin to appreciate the great love, mercy and 
forgiveness God shows, especially in Jesus’ death on the Cross

Two, we need to give our past, especially our mistakes and regrets, to Christ - God has an amazing track record of 
bringing good out of bad - the number one example being the Cross - not only does Jesus’ enemies kill Him, but 
even His friends betray Him - and yet out of this horrific murder comes our eternal salvation

Again St. Paul says that in Christ, he is forgetting what lies behind him and straining forward to what lies ahead
In the first reading from Isaiah, God tells His people that He is not remembering the events of the past, but rather He is 

doing something new - God even says, “Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
Do we perceive the new things God is doing and wants to do in our lives? - God radically changed the lives of His people - 

He led them from slavery to a place of freedom - Jesus radically changed the woman’s life - out of love, mercy, and 
forgiveness, Jesus prevented her from being stoned to death and invited her to forget her past and live a life of love 
and not lust - Jesus radically changed St. Paul’s life - Jesus changed a persecutor of Christians into the best 
Christian evangelizer

How does God want to radically change your life? How does God want you to forget the regret of your past and move 
forward to holiness? - How does God want to move you past your past and forward towards sainthood and eternal 
life in heaven?

Don’t be doubting that God can do it - He has a track record of doing the impossible - just ask St. Paul - just ask the 
woman in the Gospel - as we inch closer to Easter, how does God want to still radically change your life this Lenten 
season?


