
Usually my first round of golf each year goes pretty well - I think it is because all of my bad habits haven’t settled in yet - it 
goes down hill from there - it isn’t until about July or so that I feel about as good as I did during my first round of the 
year

I think life can be like this sometimes - not every one, but most of us had somewhat of an ideal childhood - we loved our 
parents, we loved God, and life was uncomplicated - then we become teenagers and life becomes messy and 
weird - then in our early 20’s we start the process of getting back to humble confidence we had in ourselves when 
our parents were by our side when we were children - it wasn’t until I was about 25 that the words came out of my 
mouth, “Maybe my parents were right.”

This I feel is somewhat true of the people of Jerusalem 2000 years ago
Today we celebrate Palm Sunday - on this day 2000 years ago, Jesus rides into Jerusalem with much fanfare - as we 

heard in the first Gospel reading, the one read in the gathering space/Holleran Hall, Jesus is riding on a colt
In today’s Gospel from Luke, Luke talks about people putting their cloaks on the road as Jesus road by - this kept the dust 

down - it was a sign of reverence - think of a red carpet they put out for famous people or dignitaries at a special 
event

The reason today is called Palm Sunday is because the other three Gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, and John report that 
people also cut branches off of the trees around them and placed them on the ground along with the cloaks as 
Jesus rode by

So here we are - Sunday - beginning of the week - the Sunday before the Passover feast - this means there are a ton of 
people in Jerusalem because many Jews would have made a trip to celebrate the Passover at the Temple mount - 
I suppose it is like us Catholics - it is great to celebrate Easter with me here in Mapleton/Mankato, but it would 
probably even cooler to celebrate it with the Pope in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome

Again, we are here on Sunday - the people in Jerusalem are treating Jesus with such reverence and dignity - they laying 
their cloaks and palm branches on the road as He passes by - they are praising God aloud for all the mighty deed 
Jesus had done - they are treating Jesus as a King - and He is a King - Jesus is king of the Kingdom of God - they 
are doing something good and right - they have some true knowledge of who Jesus is and how He should be 
respected

However, as we well know, just five days later, the Jewish leaders convince the people of Jerusalem not just that Jesus 
isn’t the Messiah, not just that Jesus is not worthy of their admiration, not worthy of reverence and dignity, but that 
Jesus deserves to die as a blasphemer, as one who claims falsely to be God

Fortunately, after the Resurrection, after Pentecost and being evangelized by the Apostles, some of these same people 
became believers of Jesus Christ - they embraced the full Truth of who Jesus is



This has been true since the very beginning - this was true throughout the Old Testament as well - there were times when 
people prayed, honored, and respected God as God - then there were other times when they ignored God and 
worshiped idols - then after a period, there would be a renewal, a revival, a return to God 

This is true in our own lives - one moment we are laying out the red carpet in our souls inviting Jesus in - we praise Him 
and worship Him: “Jesus, You’re amazing. I love you! Thank you for dying for me and forgiving my sins. Thank you 
for rising from the dead and giving me the chance at eternal life.” - and then the next moment we are telling Him to 
go away - we want the guilt we feel from Jesus to go away as we are sinning - we tell Him, “Go away. I don’t want 
you here with me now. I want to do it my way. Quit bothering me.”

Jesus went to Jerusalem knowing full well what awaited him: betrayal, rejection, and crucifixion
Jesus enters Jerusalem in meekness and humility, as the Messianic King who offers victory and peace to his people
We hear in the first reading the messianic message from Isaiah - talking for the Person of Christ who would die on a cross 

hundreds of years later, Isaiah writes, “I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those who beat 
me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting. The Lord GOD is 
my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame.”

In the second reading, in St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians, St. Paul reminds them that Christ did not deem quality with 
God the Father something to be grasped at - instead He emptied Himself to do the will of the Father - Jesus 
humbled Himself to the point of death, even death on the Cross - because of this, God the Father exalted Him - 
because of this, every knee should bend at the name of Jesus

Jesus Christ is the true King who offers peace, joy, and everlasting life for those who accept His kingship - are you going 
to be like the people of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday praising and worshiping Jesus - or are you going to be like the 
people of Jerusalem on Good Friday, demanding that Jesus be crucified and dead? - does Jesus, the King of glory, 
find a welcome entry in your heart today?


