
We put up with Elvis impersonators because he is no longer with us - although the conspiracy theorists would say otherwise 
- it might be fun to be an Elvis impersonator, but since I can’t sing, it’s really not an option

However, if you paid good money to see Celine Dion sing in Vegas, you would expect it to be her - you would expect Celine 
herself, her booking agent, and the company in charge of the tickets to be truthful enough to not have an 
impersonator do the concert - you paid for the real deal; you expect to get the real deal

In the years after Jesus’ death - there were people claiming to be speaking in Jesus’ name, but they had not been given the 
proper authority to do so by the Apostles

There was confusion as to who was speaking the authentic Gospel of Jesus Christ - it became hard to tell who was the real 
disciple of Jesus and which was an impersonator, or a false disciple, of Jesus Christ

These false disciples, these impersonators, were not in unity with Peter, Paul, and the other Apostles Jesus put in charge of 
the Church (see Matthew 16:16-19) - some of these rogue false teachers were telling the Gentiles, the non-Jews, that 
in order to become a Christian, one first had to become a Jew and keep up the Jewish laws

The confusion got so bad that they called a special meeting of the Church leaders in Jerusalem - after some debate, they 
discerned the Holy Spirit was telling them that no, the Gentile Christians did not have to first follow the Jewish laws

The Council of Jerusalem reminded the Gentiles that they must abstain from meat sacrificed to idols, from drinking blood, 
from eating meat of strangled animals, and from unlawful marriages - an unlawful marriage would be like being 
married to two people at once

The first reading ends before we get to the reaction fo the Gentiles to this message - needless to say, they rejoiced when 
they heard the message that they didn’t have to follow the Jewish laws in order to be a Christian

Again, earlier this spring I got to go with some of the students from the Newman Center to the Holy Land, to Jerusalem - 
however, in our second reading, St. John talks about a new Jerusalem, a Jerusalem that comes down out of Heaven 
from God

Just as Christianity is built on the foundation of Judaism, so the new Jerusalem is built on the old Jerusalem - St. John says 
in the new Jerusalem, on the twelve gates are inscribed the names of the twelve tribes of Israel - on the wall of the 
new Jerusalem is inscribed the 12 Apostles - this is why after Judas killed himself, the other 11 Apostles felt it 
necessary to appoint someone to take his place - thus they chose Matthias - the Apostles understood from Jesus that 
they were to the New Jerusalem as the 12 tribes were to the old Jerusalem - so as Christians, we share a heritage 
with the Jews, but we also know that God is calling us beyond the Jewish laws and into a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ 

Jesus is inviting all of us to a deeper acceptance of His love for us
In the Gospel Jesus says that whoever love Him will keep His word
I think this has two major implications for us today
One, those that love Jesus strive to do the right thing, strive to do the will of God - yes God loves us unconditionally, but He 

loves us so much, He does not allow us to remain in our sins and evil doing - yes, we will fall, but if we love Jesus, we 



will strive for holiness - otherwise, we are just impersonating a Christian - we cannot be lukewarm - Revelations 3:15 
says that the lukewarm will be spit out - we must be on fire for Christ and His teachings

Jesus’ word for us means something - it is His word to us - thus we cannot make up our own words or attach our own 
meaning to His words

Again, this has to do with unity and truth - Jesus promises that He is going to send us the Advocate, the Holy Spirit - Jesus 
tells us that the Holy Spirit will teach us everything and remind us of what Jesus has told us

Jesus told His disciples that He could not tell them everything - that would be the Holy Spirit’s job
A lot of us have a smart phone in our pockets connected to the internet - this does not mean that we know everything the 

internet knows
The same is true in our faith lives - Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life - Jesus is the fullness of all knowledge and truth 

- thus, as Catholics we believe that Jesus deposited the fullness of truth into His Apostles - because Jesus is the 
fullness of truth, no further truth has to be revealed - however, just like with my internet metaphor, just because we 
have the fullness of truth in the Catholic Church (the only Church that has been around since the beginning of 
Christianity, since the time of Christ), doesn’t mean that we know it or understand it

This is what Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would do for us - the Holy Spirit through the Catholic Church interprets the 
deposit of faith - the truth of Jesus Christ never changes, but as time goes on, we understand that truth more and 
more

This is also means that if people in Church leadership fail themselves to strive for holiness, to keep Jesus’ word, this should 
not affect our relationship with Jesus Christ

They are church leaders and thus I believe we have a right to expect something more of them - however, they too are fallen 
human beings just like the rest of us

Their scandals should not cause us to leave our faith behind - as someone pointed out, one does not judge a doctor by 
those who do not take their prescribed medication, but by those who do - we need to pray especially hard for priests 
and bishops

There is a lot going on in the world and in the Catholic Church that can give us grey hairs - that can cause us to make us 
troubled or afraid

However, Jesus promises His disciples peace - He gives us peace, a peace the world cannot give - no amount of money, 
fame, or popularity can give us the peace we desire, that we crave, that we strive for - only Jesus Christ can give us 
that kind of peace

Other people and things will try to impersonate and offer us peace - don’t fall for it - in the end, it is is here with Jesus Christ, 
with the Catholic Church, with each other that we find true peace - when we surrender our lives to the words and 
truths of Jesus Christ in the Catholic Church, we will find the peace that we desire - surrender to Jesus today - allow 
Him to give you a deep, deep peace


