
Jesus has risen! Alleluia!
Today is the eighth day of the Octave of Easter - We have the Easter season that begins with Easter Sunday and ends with 

Pentecost Sunday, which this year is June 9th
But the Octave of Easter is the first 8 days - every day this past week we have been celebrating as if each day was Easter day - 

we have been singing the Gloria at every Mass - I’ve been lighting as many candles as possible - this is truly a glorious 
time of the year

As I pointed out in my bulletin article, this Sunday, the Sunday after Easter is Divine Mercy Sunday - St. Pope John Paul II 
declared it such in 2000

The Divine Mercy devotion was originated with Saint Faustina Kowalska of Poland in the early 20th century
In her diary (which you can buy and read - and I encourage you to do so - it is good spiritual reading), she describes Jesus’ great 

desire for us to know and to be open to receiving His great mercy
The devotion states that the Hour of Mercy is 3 PM, the time that Jesus died on the Cross
A common way to live out the devotion is to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet - It is super easy - I do it every day - you just need a 

Rosary - it usually takes me 6-7 minutes to pray the whole Divine Mercy Chaplet
In the first reading we hear how powerfully Jesus acted through His Apostles after He ascended back to the Father and the Holy 

Spirit
St. Luke, the author of the Acts of the Apostles, says that many signs and wonders were done at the hands of the Apostles - 

because of this, many came to believe in the Lord, in Jesus Christ
Jesus acted so powerfully through Peter that only his shadow was needed to heal someone - all were brought to the Apostles 

were cured
This is how much Jesus loves us - Jesus may not be walking around southern Minnesota in the human flesh and form, but Jesus 

wants to act just as powerfully as He did through the Apostles 2000 years ago
Sometimes I think it’s not that we ask too much of God, but that we ask too little - do we have as much as faith as those people 

of Jerusalem 2000 years ago who knew and believed that if only the shadow of St. Peter should fall on them, they would 
be cured?

Do we fear expecting too much of God? - in the Gospel, where we pick up the Gospel of John, Peter and John have only seen 
the empty tomb - Mary Magdala has seen Jesus, but the rest have not

So despite the empty tomb, despite Mary Magdala’s testimony to what He had told her, they were locked up in a room together 
After seeing Jesus’ brutal passion and death on the Cross, they feared what the Jews might do to them - it was public knowledge 

that they were Jesus’ followers - a number of Jews throughout Israel would have seen the Apostles with Jesus as He 
traveled about - the Apostles knew that the Jewish leaders knew that they were connected to Jesus, who had been found 
guilty of supposedly disturbing the peace and spreading heresy - thus out of fear of the Jewish leaders, the Apostles lock 
themselves in a room

Jesus enters this place of fear by saying, “Peace be with you.” - this is Jesus’ answer to the fear they were experiencing 
Even on a mental level, this is good advice - we rarely make good decisions when we make them from a place of fear, stuck in 

our emotions



Not that emotions are always bad, but often we need to make decisions based on reality, on facts - this often yields the best 
results - the first step is to stop the fear

We can kind of drive out fear on our own on a natural level - however, on a supernatural level, God is love and 1 John 4:18 says 
that perfect love drives out fear

Jesus says, “Peace be with you” three times in the Gospel reading - in addition, in the second reading, St. John records that God 
said to him in a vision, “Do not be afraid”

What is it in your life that brings you fear, that disturbs your peace, that unsettles you?
After Jesus says, “Peace be with you” the first time, they felt anything but peace - Jesus had just walked through a door and 

showed up unannounced
But as Jesus showed them His hands and His side, their fear turned into joy
Jesus says a second time, “Peace be with you” - this time He also adds, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you”
Jesus wants to us to share His peace with others - the last words of the Mass in Latin are “Ite missa est,” which can be 

translated, “Go, you are sent!” - I tell Confirmation students that Baptism was for them and Confirmation is for everyone 
else

In Baptism, you are made a child of God - the stain of Original Sin is wiped away - in some ways, it is all about you and the Holy 
Spirit - but in Confirmation, you are given the gifts of the Holy Spirit in a substantial and full way so that you can radically 
share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with others

After Pentecost, the Apostles will become fearless proclaimers of the Gospel - because of our Baptism and Confirmation, we too 
are sent by God - we are sent out to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others

We must not be afraid - we can have peace knowing that we are doing the will of God 
There will always be hardships in our lives - a radical and personal relationship with Jesus Christ isn’t going to change that - 

however, our relationship with Jesus should change how we react to hardships in our lives
Are we not afraid? - Have we put our trust in Jesus Christ who loves us even more than we love ourselves? - have we accepted 

the peace He wants to give us?
The first time Jesus appears to the Apostles, Thomas is not even there - after the way things went down with Jesus’ trial, torture, 

and death, Thomas abandons the rest of the Apostles - Thomas not only gives up on Jesus, but he also gives up on the 
friends he made in Jesus

So the rest of the Apostles seek Thomas out and tell him that there is hope - that they have truly seen the risen Lord
Finally the Apostles coax Thomas into hanging out with them again - a week later, Jesus appears to them again - this time 

Thomas is with them - Jesus again says, “Peace be with you. Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your 
hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.”

Jesus wants us to believe in the power of His name - Jesus wants to heal us - Jesus wants to give us peace of mind and heart - 
Jesus wants us to allow His perfect love to drive out fear

Peace be with you and do not be afraid - for we have a mighty and powerful God who loves us infinitely and perfectly


