
When I was a junior in college, I interned at IBM in Rochester - there was this young lady named Kelly - all the guys were attracted 
to her - the fact that she was confident, but not arrogant, helped - but it was her love of Jesus that made her absolutely 
glow

I asked her to play tennis - she said yes - at one point in the match she came to the net - I was going to go down the line, but then 
at the last second I decided to go cross court - because of my indecision, I ended up hitting it straight down the middle, 
straight at her - because she turned away, the ball hit her square in the back - I think I ended up beating her like 6-1, 6-1 - 
so after hitting her with a tennis ball and beating her badly in tennis, I asked her out to dinner - she said yes - if your 
wondering what happened after that, just remember I have a collar on my neck and not a ring on my finger

Being indecisive in sports is often not good - in golf, commentators will talk about being committed to the shot - in football, the 
quarterback needs to have absolute confidence in the route the wide receiver is going to take or else the play isn’t going to 
work

This is true in life - we are often indecisive or unconfident in our actions - why? - the first reading from Wisdom says it is because 
we have difficulty grasping reality - the author of Wisdom says our deliberations as mortals are timid and we are unsure of 
our plans - the author laments how if we struggle to understand the things of earth, how do we expect to understand the 
things of heaven?

It is in the midst of this uncertainty that God extends His hand out to us - this has been true ever since the beginning - ever since 
Adam and Eve - in every age, God is there for us - the antiphon for the Psalm today says, “In every age, O Lord, you have 
been our refuge.”

And this has been especially true the last two thousand years - Jesus, God Himself, the Truth with a capital T, has revealed 
Himself, the Father, and the Holy Spirit to us

This is how the saints lived - in the midst of an uncertain world, in the midst of an uncertain life, they clung to the solid rock of 
Jesus Christ - in the midst of the the uncertainties of life, they lived in confidence of God’s love for them - even Saint Mother 
Theresa experience an extreme dark night of the soul, but what sustained her was her absolute confidence in God’s love 
even when she didn’t feel it

In the second reading, Onesimus was a slave - Bible scholars speculate that the reason Onesimus was in prison was because he 
stole something from his master, Philemon

So St. Paul writes a letter to Philemon - St. Paul’s letter to Philemon happens to be the shortest book in the Bible - there are no 
chapters, just verses - that’s how short it is - if you are leafing through the New Testament, you can easily skip over it

So St. Paul writers a letter to Philemon hoping that Philemon will be able to grasp the new reality in Christ Jesus - to Philemon, 
Onesimus is his slave - and a bad one at that since he stole from him - thus why Onesimus is in prison

However, St. Paul is stuck in prison with Onesimus - Onesimus has a conversion in prison - because of St. Paul, he becomes a 
Christian and St. Paul has become Onesimus’ spiritual father

St. Paul says he would like to keep Onesimus for himself to help him with sharing the Gospel while he is in prison 
However, St. Paul sends Onesimus back to Philemon - now St. Paul expects something of Philemon - St. Paul expects that even 

though Onesimus is Philemon’s slave and even though Onesimus wronged Philemon in the past, St. Paul wants Philemon 



to receive Onesimus back as a brother in Christ - Philemon is to welcome Onesimus back as Philemon would have 
welcomed St. Paul

It is costing Philemon a high price to be a good Christian - he loses a slave and he is now suppose to treat his former slave as an 
equal brother in Christ after he stole from him

This is exactly what Jesus is talking about in the Gospel from St. Luke
Jesus addresses the crowd and says, “If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers 

and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” - Is Jesus anti-family? - I thought Jesus was pro-family - 
Jesus is pro-family - but sometimes family and Jesus don’t go together

Throughout history this has been true - there have been countless people who have fallen in love with Jesus and the Truth, so 
much so that they have done it despite the fact that their family disowned them - I know this has happened even when 
people have come from other Christian denominations and have become Catholic - we dishonor their sacrifice when we 
say it doesn’t matter - “oh, it doesn’t matter what religion you are as long as you are nice to people” - no it does matter - 
Christianity isn’t first about being a kind person - one doesn’t need Jesus to do that - Christianity is first about letting Jesus 
love you and love Jesus back - “oh, it doesn’t matter what Christian denomination you are as long as we all love Jesus” - no 
it does matter - Christ started one Church two thousand years ago and told Peter He would build His Church, one Church, 
upon Peter, the first pope - in John, chapter 6, Jesus declared that if we want to have eternal life, we have to eat His body 
and drink His blood - Jesus made this possible when, at the Last Supper, He gave His Apostles and their successors, the 
bishops and by extension, all Catholic priests, the power to transform bread and wine into His Body, Blood, Soul, and 
Dignity so that we could fulfill His commandment in a non-cannibalistic manner

Hopefully being a Catholic Christian hasn’t cost you your family - but for some it has
Jesus then tells the parable of the unfinished tower - it is wise to calculate the cost before you begin building or else you will look 

like a fool having a unfinished, useless tower just standing there - or the parable of the two armies - a king would want to 
know ahead of time if he can defeat an army twice his size before he engages his troops

Have we considered the cost of being a Catholic Christian? - in Revelations 3:15-16, God says He will spit out the lukewarm
Jesus wants us all in - as I mentioned earlier, being indecisive in sports is bad for winning - being indecisive in our Christian lives 

is bad for winning, for winning the crown of eternal life in heaven
What are we willing to do for Jesus? - to be His disciple?
What if there was the possibility of being persecuted for being a Christian - maybe even tortured, torn apart, and eaten alive by 

animals in the coliseum as entertainment for others - this was a stark real possibility for the early Christians
To be a Christian in the first couple hundred years of Christianity was almost certain death - this is still true today in some parts of 

the world
If this was a possibility right now, right here, would you still pray to God? - would you still follow God’s commandments? - would 

you still come to Mass? - would you still seek out the Sacrament of Confession? - someone once put it to me this way - if 
you were on trial for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence in the way you live your life to convict you?

So the bottom line is this - is your relationship with Christ worth your life? - if your answer is yes, you may lose everything in this 
life, but you will gain everything in the next


