
In college I had a friend who drove a Geo Metro - Geo Metros were like the Smartcars of the 90’s - the smallest car you could buy - 
they were powered by a small three cylinder engine - anyways, he got into an accident with a semi on the highway and came 
out of it with barely a scratch - a minor miracle - when you look at a semi and a Geo Metro, one immediately concludes that no 
one could survive a crash with the semi

Our first reading is from Exodus, chapter 32 - Moses has lead them out of Egypt - God has miraculously helped them escape by 
parting the Red Sea - God was in their midst - God wanted the Israelites to be a nation of priests, direct intercessors of God - 
however, when it came time to talk to God face to face, they became afraid - they refused to climb the mountain with Moses - 
they forfeit being a nation of priests and handed that over to Moses - so Moses climbs the mountain by himself to talk with God 
face to face 

The Israelites from below see the lightning surrounding the top of the mountain where Moses was talking to the God, they hear the 
thunder - it is so stormy that they conclude that Moses is dead - that it would be impossible to survive the storm - so what do 
they do? - do they continue to trust in the Lord God who has gotten them this far? - no, they abandon God - they give up on 
Him - they don’t trust that God has a plan - so they build a golden calf and start worshiping it - in some ways it is easier to 
worship a golden calf or some other idol - you can see it and because it is not a real being, it will never demand anything of 
you, especially anything hard

The Lord God knows this is happening so as He is talking to Moses, God does the classical parent thing - when your child does 
something great, he or she is your child, but when he or she does something bad, they are your spouse’s child - God does kind 
of the same thing - the Lord said to Moses, “God down at once to YOUR people, whom YOU brought out of Egypt, for they 
have become depraved.” - God them tells Moses He is going to wipe them out, to destroy them - God even appeals to Moses’ 
pride and says He will make a great nation out of Moses and his descendants 

However, unlike some parents, God isn’t doing this disowning of the Israelite people out of pride or avoiding humiliation, but out of a 
desire to prod Moses into standing up and with his people - Moses has complained before to God about being saddled with 
leading this group of ungrateful, unfaithful nation

But now, Moses rises to the occasion - he even kind of flips the tables on God - Moses tells God He can’t destroy the people of Israel 
because He made a promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, a promise to make their descendants as numerous as the stars in 
the sky and to give them the land of Canaan, the Promised Land

So Moses rises to the occasion - he intercedes for the people of Israel to God - Moses pleads with God to not give the Israelites the 
punishment they deserve - Israel is the rebellious prodigal son that God has mercy on

We see in the second reading how Christ takes on a similar role with us that Moses took with the Israelites - just as Moses interceded 
for the people of Israel, Jesus intercedes for us - St. Paul says he is the foremost sinner - because he actively worked against 
the Christian Church, St. Paul realizes that he, above and foremost, deserves punishment from God - however, St, Paul says 
that God has treated him with the utmost mercy - why? - to show that if God can have mercy and patience with St. Paul after all 
he did to punish and hurt the early Christian Church, surely God will have mercy and patience with anyone else 

St. Paul was a prodigal son and then Christ interceded for St. Paul and saved him
Just like St. Paul, I think it is okay to thank God for the things that we are not - St. Paul thanks Jesus that he is no longer his former 

self, one who persecuted the Church of Christ



I think it is okay to thank God for the gifts of grace He has given us - for example, we can thank God that we are not a serial killer - 
that we believe enough to come to Mass every weekend - that we resisted borrowing our sister’s or roommate’s shirt without 
asking

Even though it is okay to thank God for giving us the grace to be free from certain types of sin doesn’t mean we should become 
prideful - when we start comparing our lack of sinfulness with others, that is when we step over the line and become like the 
Pharisees and scribes

Think of the tallest building you have ever been in - so maybe the serial killer is like on the first floor and you are on the top floor in 
terms of holiness - now picture the distance between you and the first floor - now picture the building on planet earth - now 
picture the distance between earth and sun - if the sun is the holiness of the saints in heaven, then yes, being on the top floor of 
the building on earth, you are closer to the holiness of the saints in heaven than the serial killer on the first floor, but not by 
much in caparison to the distance to the sun - we are all sinners in need of a Savior, in need of Jesus Christ

This is the problem with the Pharisees and scribes - they are constantly comparing themselves to the tax collectors, prostitutes, and 
other public sinners - compared to them, Pharisees and scribes think they are all holy and in no need of a savior, of a spiritual 
physician 

When we become prideful in this way, we become not like the younger son in the parable of the Prodigal Son, but the older son
When the younger son returns, the Prodigal Son returns, the older son doesn’t celebrate along with his father and others - this is his 

own brother - the older son should be happy his brother has returned - the older son should be happy that he gets to see him 
again after all these years

Instead, he grumbles to his father that in all the years, he has never disobeyed his father - who talks this way? - the person who talks 
this way is someone who has a slave mentality - the older son is a son, not a slave - and yet he talks in the words of a slave - a 
son or daughter should talk along the lines of love, not just sheer obedience

Yes, the younger son was a arrogant young prick who asked for his inheritance even when his father was still alive - what a jerk - but 
he had a moment of conversion and began to realize that he was a son, not just a slave

We Catholic Christians have true freedom in Jesus Christ - we are truly sons and daughters of God - we are not slaves - God is a our 
Father; not our Master

And not only that, but we need to be like Moses and St. Paul - we must be willing to stand in the gap - we must be willing to intercede 
for others who do not yet know that they are called to be sons and daughters of God, to live in the love of God the Father - a 
Father who does not care about our past, but just wants us to ask for forgiveness and to open our hearts to His healing love 
and mercy, especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation - so many people go through life acting like they are the victims, 
slaves, of the forces of power, finances, and politics - they are constantly comparing themselves to others trying to figure out 
where they stand in power, money, and influence - yes, we need to work within the political and financial institutions we have, 
but we are called to use these institutions; not be defined by them

The world needs us to show them what true freedom looks like - what living as a loved son or daughter of the God the Father looks 
like - they need the hope and the realization that they are not slaves, but loved sons and daughters

May we know this fundamental truth ourselves and share it to others this week


