
I started out my homily this past Thursday at the Newman Center by saying, “Women make you do strange things” - it’s 
true -just ask Scott Hahn - Scott Hahn, when he was in high school, started going to his youth group because of a 
girl he was interested in - many men throughout history have developed a relationship with Jesus because they 
were first interested in a girl and not necessarily Jesus Himself - Scott Hahn later because a Presbyterian minister 
and then later became Catholic and is now one of the greatest Catholic theologians and speakers of our times

So why are you here? - why are you here at Mass? - I suppose some reasons are better than others, but none of them 
are bad - if you are here because you feel guilty not coming, that’s great - if you are here because of a girl…or a 
guy, that’s fine too - if you are here because you know it is a mortal sin to miss Mass and you don’t want to go to 
hell, that’s a great reason - if you are here because of the priest is such a good singer, then you are in the wrong 
place - if you are here because you know that the Mass is a foretaste of the eternal wedding celebration of Christ 
and His bride the Catholic Church and to feast on the Eucharist, Jesus Himself, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, 
that is awesome!

I think sometimes as individuals and as a parish, we get stuck - we get stuck just maintaining our spiritual life - our lives 
our busy - it’s understandable

But this is not what Jesus wants for us - St. Paul in his letter to St. Timothy says that God desires all be saved and come 
to the knowledge of the truth - the truth that eternal life, salvation, only comes through Jesus Christ, the one 
mediator between God and human persons

Christ gave himself as a ransom for all on the Cross when He died for our sins - because of our Baptism, we are sons and 
daughters of God - we are saved from Original Sin and we now have the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Trinity 
residing in our hearts

Being a disciple is not about maintaining, but thriving - Jesus called each one of us to mission - He said as His parting 
words, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit”

I have been talking with the pastoral council the past couple of months about how do we move from a maintenance 
mentality to a mission mentality both as individuals, but also as parishes

One of the pastoral council members ran across this video from Father Mike Schmitz about the four habits of discipleship
We are going to show the video now and then over the next four weeks, I will focus on each of the four habits
<Show video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fis29rZ2n_4&t=54s>
Four habits
1. Grow and build your relationship with Jesus
2. Show up - show up for Mass, prayer, etc - not just externally, but internally
3. Be consistent with your faith life
4. Keep your commandments to God and to others

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fis29rZ2n_4&t=54s

