
When I was living in Rochester and dating a woman, we each owned a house - for some reason though, we usually met 
at her house - maybe because it smelled better, was cleaner, there was actually food in the refrigerator, and she 
actually had furniture in her living room - okay, maybe it’s not quite the mystery I thought it was

Anyways, one day we did meet at my house - on the kitchen counter she saw the Valentine chocolates, the ones that 
come in a heart shaped box, still sitting there - yeah, it was about 6 months after Valentine’s Day - let’s just say she 
was not too happy with me - it is easy in small things and large things to become complacent in a relationship

<This week we are continuing the homily series on the four habits of being a disciple>
<Last week, we started by watching, or were suppose to watch the video of Father Mike Schmitz on the four habits>
<The first of the four habits is to grow and build your relationship with Jesus>
In the first reading, God, through the prophet Amos, accuses the people in Zion of becoming complacent
At the time the prophet Amos shows up to speak to the people of Israel on behalf of God, things are rolling in Israel, at 

least in the worldly sense - the economy was good - people were lounging around - they were drinking and having 
fun

The prophet Amos again is a party pooper - Amos says those for whom things are going really well will be the first who will 
be carted off into exile

Because of how well things were going, at least worldly, they forgot, they took for granted, they became complacent in 
their relationship with God - but Amos warns that in the near future the situation is going to drastically change - it 
would take a couple of decades for the words of Amos to come true, but in 722 BC Assyria attacked and decimated 
the northern kingdom

I’m not trying to infer anything about the future of our country, but we cannot take our relationship with God for granted on 
the personal level, the local level, the national level, or the world-wide level

In the second reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Bishop Timothy, St. Paul calls Jesus the King of kings and Lord of lords
It becomes impossible to take Jesus and our relationship with Him for granted if we remember that He is the King of kings 

and the Lord of lords
In the Gospel, Jesus tells the famous parable of Lazarus and the rich man
Lazarus lays at the door of the rich man covered in sores - this means Lazarus is sick and can’t even sit up - dogs lick his 

sores so he is too weak to fend them off
The rich man doesn’t even try to kick him off of his doorway - to do so would be to recognize Lazarus’ existence - the rich 

man doesn’t just not give him scraps from his table, but he doesn’t even acknowledge that Lazarus is there 
They both end up dying, one going to the bosom of Abraham, or heaven, and one going to the netherworld, or a place of 

torment, or H-E-double hockey sticks
Now, when things should have been so obvious, the rich man still doesn’t get it - once he takes in both of their situations, 

he asks if Lazarus can come and dip the tip of his finger and cool his tongue



Even now, the rich man does not see Lazarus as a person with innate dignity, but rather as a function for his selfish good - 
it’s all about him and his comfort - even in death the rich man only sees Lazarus as a potential servant

Once Abraham explains that one can’t go from heaven to hell or vice versa, the rich man asks that Lazarus be sent to his 
brothers - again, only seeing what Lazarus can do for him

Abraham instead suggests that they have the writings of Moses and the prophets - the rich man says this is no good, but 
if someone should rise from the dead, they would listen to that person 

Abraham says if they aren’t persuaded by Moses and the prophets, they won’t be persuaded by someone rising from the 
dead

Here Jesus alludes to the fact that many people refuse to believe in Jesus even after He rises from the dead, then and 
now

The rich man could not see beyond his material wealth and possessions - he could not see beyond them to recognize the 
dignity and humanity of others, especially Lazarus, the person he had to step over every day to get out his house

In life or death the rich man refuses to engage in a real relationship with Lazarus, with God, and I would argue, even his 
brothers - just the way the rich man talks about the brothers, it sounds like he hasn’t talked to them in years - it took 
death for him to want to reach out to them - in the end, the rich man’s self-absorption costs him everything - it costs 
him eternity in heaven

Meanwhile, the name Lazarus means “God is my help” - despite a life of misfortune and suffering, Lazarus did not lose 
hope in God - instead he focused on the treasure stored up for him in heaven

<Again, the first of the four habits of being a disciple is to grow and build your relationship with Jesus>
Again the rich man refused to enter into any real relationships - he either ignored them or only thought of what they could 

do for him
Being a disciple of Jesus is the exact opposite - being a disciple of Jesus is all about relationships
It is not about checking things off - it is good that you are here at Mass, but did you come because it is the right thing to do 

or because you love Jesus and you want to meet Him in the community of believers, in the Scriptures, and 
especially in the Eucharist, which is Jesus Himself, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity? - now the former reason isn’t 
bad, but the latter reason is even better

New lovers are either together or they’re thinking about the next time they are going to be together - do we have this 
constant obsession to be in relationship with Jesus, with God the Father, with God the Holy Spirit?

This is the goal - to live in the awareness of God’s love for us at all times, in all situations
Because Jesus loves us so much that He died on the Cross for our sins, especially our Original Sin - because our 

Baptism taps into the grace Jesus won on the Cross, we can have eternal life - we are sons and daughters of the 
Most High God, the Creator of the Universe

Do you live your life as a beloved son or daughter of God? You should because you are



All relationships have real rights and responsibilities - as beloved sons and daughters of God, this is true of our 
relationship with God - <for those of you who are aware, yes, I’m stealing this from Father Mike Schmitz>

Yes, we have a right to, we have access, to the Father’s heart - yes, we have access to God love and mercy, especially 
through the Mass, receiving the Eucharist, personal prayer, and the Sacrament of Reconciliation

However, this doesn’t mean we can get away with whatever we want - we also have responsibilities in our relationship 
with God - we have to live the way God is calling me to live - we have to choose with our will what God wants for 
our lives - we have to ask the Lord what He wants us to do, especially with our big life decisions - we can’t just 
assume He wants and is going to bless whatever we do - enter into dialogue through prayer, discern what is God’s 
will for your life

St. Paul, in his letter to Timothy,  talks about keeping the commands of Jesus - if we are to fully enter into the relationship 
with God, we need to pattern our life on Jesus - we need to live like our King and Lord - we need to strive for 
holiness and virtue, while knowing that perfection will only come in the next life, but still striving

How can we not swear? - How can we stop telling lies, even small ones? - How can we not cheat in our studies or on our 
job? - How can we recognize the existence and dignity of those around us? How can we love people and use 
things instead of use people and love things?

In some ways, some of us check out after Confirmation - some of us have not grown in our relationship with God since
For any relationship, we can’t immediately start a relationship and expect it to be the same for a lifetime - no - 

relationships are meant to change and to grow
Have we taken the time to learn about God after Confirmation? - there are a plethora of great Catholic authors - take time 

to read about God 
We have to live in the way God is calling me to live - We have to grow
All great relationships take a lot of work, but all great relationships are worth the hard work
We must not take persons for granted, especially the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit - however hard and awkward it 

can be, strive for good relationships with God and others - it’s always worth it - because in the end, in heaven or 
hell, it is all that matters


