
My aunt and uncle went to every one of my cousin’s football games, high school and college - this was quite the feat since 
his college was several hours from their house

But this is what love does - it makes us show up - it makes you do your paper route in record time in fifth grade because 
the girl you have a crush on asks you to go to the pool with her - it makes us change a diaper at 2 AM even though 
we are already dead tired - it makes a spouse stay by the bedside as the other suffers from dementia and doesn’t 
even remember who they are

Sometimes a huge part of love is just showing up
<We have been studying Father Mike Schmitz’s four habits of a disciple of Christ>
<Last week, we talked about the first of the four habits which is to grow and build your relationship with Jesus>
<The second habit is showing up>
Jesus, 2000 years ago, showed up - as the Second Person of the Trinity, as God, humbled Himself beyond belief and 

became part of His own creation, was born a helpless baby, and died an excruciating death on the Cross, all so 
that the impossible debt of sin could be paid and thus give us some chance of getting to heaven - that is the 
ultimate showing up

Even so, there are times in our lives where it seems the opposite - when God is nowhere to be found, when it seems like 
God is not the one showing up

In the first reading from Habakkuk, the author states that he cries for help, but the Lord does not listen - that he cries out 
against the violence, but the Lord does not intervene - day after day the author, the prophet, has to look on ruin, 
misery, destruction, and violence - God doesn’t seem to be showing up

Then the Lord says the prophet will be shown a vision and to write down what he sees - God promises that His response 
to the ruin, misery, destruction, and violence will come at the appropriate time - it will not be late - God tells the 
prophet to wait for it - to not be rash - to have faith that God will respond - to have faith that God WILL show up at 
just the right time

If we take the time to reflect on it, we would realize that God shows up at our command all the time
Think about Baptism - when your parents or you scheduled your baptism, did you, your parents, or the priest confer and 

ask God what His schedule was - no - we just assume God will be there
Or does a priest ask God if He is free every Sunday for the Mass times to send down the Holy Spirit and transform bread 

and wine into the Body, Blood, Soul, and Dignity of Jesus?
Or your Confirmation? - same thing - Saint Paul in the second reading says to stir into flame the gift of God that we have 

received through the imposition of my hands - Saint Paul was was one of the greatest evangelists that ever lived - 
he was also a bishop - he too, like bishops after him, like Bishop John Quinn, or whichever bishop Confirmed you, 
laid hands on your hand and conferred the fullness of the gift of the Holy Spirit upon you - God, as He does in all 
the Sacraments, showed up in a major way on the day of your Confirmation



I think I’ve told you this before, but I tell my students in Confirmation prep that Baptism is for them - Baptism removes 
Original Sin from our souls and begins the life of saving grace within us - Confirmation though seals the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit within us, gift that allow us to be bold witnesses of the Gospel, to share the joy we have in Jesus Christ 
with others - Baptism is for you - Confirmation is for everyone else

St. Paul goes on to say that God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather one of power, love, and self-control
Now that we have received the graces of Confirmation, we must not be ashamed of giving testimony to others about 

Jesus Christ
Is it easy to be share the Gospel in today’s culture? - no, but it never has been - and yet think of all the sacrifices people 

have made the last 2000 years for you to be in Church today - who passed on the faith to you? - who passed it on 
to them? - and so on and so forth going back 2000 years - many people relied on the strength that comes from God 
alone for us to be here today in this Church - many people used that strength as they were being put to death for 
believing in Jesus - countless people the last two thousand years had faith that God would show up when they 
needed that extra gift of strength, courage, power, love, and self-control

We all have some level of faith or else we wouldn’t be here this morning - or maybe our parents have it for us and thus 
they dragged us out of bed early on a Sunday morning

In the Gospel, Jesus’s apostles ask Him to increase their faith - they knew they had faith, but they desired a deeper faith
Jesus responds by saying, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted 

and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.”
Jesus isn’t saying we shouldn’t desire deeper faith - we should desire a deeper faith - what He is saying is we should trust 

the faith we have already been given - we do not have to wait to do great things for God and for others - the 
mustard seed is about a quarter of an inch in diameter - and yet it, if planted, it grows into a large bush or small tree 
- in Jesus Christ we already have the power to do great things for God and for others

So yes, God shows up for us all the time, more than we recognize - thus, as Christians, we need to show up - not when 
my faith is stronger - not when I have more time - not when this or that in my life passes - no, we need to start 
showing up now

And here you are - you are here at Mass - you are showing up - and what about prayer - do we show up for prayer? - do 
we spend silent time with God every day - if you are a parent, ask a spouse or a friend to watch the kids for 10 
minutes - it is important that we have our Jesus time each day - it is important that we show up - this is a very 
important part of the first habit, growing and building our relationship with Jesus

What else is the Lord calling you to do? - in what other ways is the Lord asking you to show up?
Now Father Mike Schmitz <in his video, “How to be a Good Disciple of Christ> makes the excellent point that showing up 

doesn’t just mean exteriorly, but interiorly - it’s not just about checking things off - it is about being present to God 
and to others - our hearts and minds need to be engaged in what we are doing, especially things we are doing for 



God and others - put away the phones - embrace the awkwardness of being in the presence of another human 
being - not just at the dinner table, but it also in the elevator - it is so easy in elevator to grab our phones - resist - 
show up - be present to the one another, available to one another, even in those super awkward moments of life - 
we must strive to be truly present to one another - we are not created to be in relationship with our things - we are 
created to be in relationship with God and with one another - we Catholic Christians need to be at the forefront of 
radical change - in campus ministry we call this relational ministry - there have been times in history when the 
Gospel has been supernaturally proclaimed to the large group of people and hearts were changed - however, more 
often hearts were changed by becoming a personal friend, investing in a person, earning the right to share the 
Gospel and then doing so

In the second part of the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the good servant - the servant has been working hard in the 
field all day long - when the servant comes back to the house, Jesus asks if the master will serve the servant 
dinner - no, of course not - that’s not how the master-servant relationship works

Yes, God loves us - yes, He wants to bless us - but we shouldn’t do the right thing, we shouldn’t do what God commands 
us to do, in order to receive greater love or blessings or our eternal salvation - we should do it because it is just 
what is expected of us as Christians - just as serving the master dinner after a hard day’s work is what is expected 
of the servant, so as we, as sons and daughters of God, are expected to show up when it comes time to act

So today, this week, show up - show up exteriorly and interiorly - show up not just in body, but mind and heart as well, 
show up when it is time to act, not later - show up fully present to the present - show up and be present even in the 
awkward moments - show up and be present to those around you - show up and be present to God and to others 
at all times, but especially at Mass and in prayer - this week, show up


