
When I was little, I couldn’t wait to someday be as tall as my dad - I’m still waiting - at the age of 6 I didn’t quite realize how my 
being adopted and genetics weren’t going to allow that to ever happen

So today, in the Gospel, I feel Zacchaeus’ pain - I know what it is like to be in a crowd and not able to see what is going on - 
sometimes you finally find a spot where you can see between two heads - then inevitably one of them shifts their 
weight and then you are right back where you started

When I think back on some of the outdoor concerts I’ve been to, there aren’t too many trees around - besides, usually it is 
frowned on for adults to climb trees

However, in the Gospel, Zacchaeus does just that - he is short of stature, can’t see, and so he climbs a tree
Why did he do this? - because some man he had heard about was passing through town - the town happened to be Jericho - 

Jericho is a border town - hundreds of years before Jesus was on earth, it was the first city that Joshua attacked when 
the Israelites took over Israel

To begin the attack, Joshua and the people marched around the city for 7 days and on the 7th day march around it not once, 
but 7 times - on the 7th time, the walls protecting the city, miraculously fell and the Israelites were able to attack the city

So Zacchaeus climbs the tree in order to see Jesus over the crowds - how badly do we want to see Jesus? - are we willing to 
look like a fool in order to see Him?

But that’s just it - Zacchaeus just wanted to see Jesus - that’s all - Zacchaeus had his life figured out - life was going very well 
as a tax collector - however, he too caught the Jesus bug - all he wanted to do was see who this Jesus guy was that 
everyone was talking about

Unlike some other people in the gospels, Zacchaeus didn’t think he needed anything from Jesus
He’s not sick - he’s not poor - all he wanted to do was catch up on the local news - find out for himself who this Jesus 

character was
Joining the crowd - climbing the tree - bad mistake - or I should say good mistake
Why? Because Jesus does Zacchaeus one better - Jesus sees him and invites Himself over to Zacchaeus’ house - as a priest 

this is a good skill to have - to be able to invite yourself over to people’s houses, especially for food - some people 
might call it mooching, but I like to think of it as providing opportunities for people to share their culinary talents

Again, Jesus says, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house.”
St. Luke says Zacchaeus came down quickly and received Jesus with joy - my mom is a great hostess - however, she frets 

about everything - I remember one of first times my oldest sister had a friend come over for dinner, we were given 
instructions on how to place on napkin on our laps, no elbows on the table, chew with your mouth closed, etc. - we 
were also told to be on our best behavior - this would seem to imply that our usual behavior wasn’t good enough - 
impromptu visits of our house caused my mom stress

Luckily, this was not Zacchaeus’ attitude - course, since he was wealthy, he probably had servants who could probably quickly 
clean the place up

So Zacchaeus welcomes Jesus into his home - but we quickly find out that Zacchaeus has also let Jesus into his heart - 
Zacchaeus has a radical conversion



Now Zacchaeus was not just a tax collector, but a chief tax collector - he had swindled many people of a lot of money, either 
directly himself, or through other tax collectors under him

This is why the people of the town were surprised that Jesus would eat at his house - they were surprised that Jesus would 
eat with someone who was a known and public sinner

However, Jesus associated with the sinners not to stoop down to their level, but rather to call them to call them up to Himself, 
to greater holiness and virtue

And that is what happens - because Zacchaeus was willing to let Jesus into his house and heart, he has a radical conversion - 
he tells Jesus that he will give half of his possessions to the poor and those he has extorted, he will repay four times 
over

Zacchaeus isn’t just sliding into tithing, but he’s going all in - his radical conversion in his heart is manifested in real action
When Zacchaeus tells Jesus this, Jesus says to him, “Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is a 

descendant of Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost."
Notice, Jesus does not condemn wealth - there is a sense that wealth should be obtained in a virtuous manner - but the 

bigger take away is what do we do with our wealth?
How attached are we to our wealth? - are we willing to sacrifice, to give it away, for the good of others and for the good of the 

Kingdom of God?
Once Zacchaeus let Jesus into his home and his heart, a miracle happened - he instantly transformed from being selfish to 

being selfless
In some ways I would assume, at least the adults here, that you have let Jesus into your hearts or else you wouldn’t be here - 

but are there areas of your heart, your life, your past that you have walled off from Jesus
Hundreds of years before Jesus, God performed a miracle and crumbled the walls of Jericho to let in a people who loved Him 

and served Him
Jesus tears down the walls of Zacchaeus’ heart and conversion happens - so again, what part of your heart are you walling off 

from Jesus and the healing He wants to give you?
In the first reading from Wisdom, the author recognizes the omnipotence, the complete power, of God - God loves everything 

He created - God especially loves the souls He has created - He especially loves your soul - He wants to heal our 
hearts

Healing requires silence - often the operating rooms in hospitals are silent as the doctors to their thing - the same is often true 
of our Lord - He most often heals in the silence 

I know our lives are busy - children, work, ball games - take time each day for silent prayer with Jesus - allow Him into your 
heart to tear down walls, to heal you of your past, and to convert your heart so that you can grow in love and virtue and 
holiness - today allow Jesus to bring salvation to your house, to your soul


