
I can’t say that I do anymore, but in my 20’s, I had a feeling that I was going to die young, that I was going to die in my 
50’s - I don’t know why I had that feeling - I just did

You don’t hear it much anymore, but it used to be a Catholic tradition to pray for a happy death - in fact I was in a parish 
where one of their previous pastors had them pray for a happy death after each Mass

What was that Tim McGraw song? - Live Like You were Dying - also we have heard phrases like: “You only live once.” - 
“Carpe Diem” - “Seize the day”

There is some good sentiment in these phrases - I have used them myself from time to time to motivate myself - however, 
I would argue that as a Christian they are not quite the right outlook to have

As a Christian, the thought should be something more like: “Live like you are going to live forever” or “You only live twice”
The question of existence is as old as humanity - is this existence all there is?
Several hundred years before Jesus - so about 2200 years ago, the Maccabean brothers led a revolt against the Greek 

overrule of Israel
The Maccabees believed in life after death - thus they faced death with great courage - they were asked to betray their 

beliefs, the rules that had been given to them by God - they didn’t falter because they knew that there was life after 
death; that there was a resurrection of the dead - this belief in life after death, in the resurrection of the faithful 
servant of God, is what allowed them to stay strong to God and His laws in the face of torture and death

Our country, our world, our culture is becoming increasingly atheistic - the amount of people who believe in life after death 
is dwindling - if you believe that this life, the life on earth, is our only life, then that would radically change the way 
you live - I know it would for me

Fast forward a couple of hundred years from the Maccabees and their faithful resistance to evil, even to the point of their 
earthly death

There are now several sects of the Jewish faith - the Pharisees and the Sadducees were the two largest - to say they 
disliked each other would be an understatement - however, they later ban together in their plot to kill Jesus - the 
enemy of enemy is my friend is kind of true here

Anyways, they disliked each other because one, the Pharisees, believed in life after death, in a resurrection of the soul - 
whereas the Sadducees did not believe in life after death - they did not believe in a resurrection of any sort - they, 
the Sadducees, were sad-you-see because they did not believe in life after death 

So in today’s Gospel, it is the Sadducees turn to question Jesus about His teachings
As Catholics, believing in the Real Presence of the Eucharist seems obvious - Reasons for believing in the Real Presence 

of Jesus in the Eucharist include Jesus saying in John, chapter 6 that unless you eat my body and drink my blood, 
you shall not have eternal life - at the end of John, chapter 6, a decent portion of Jesus’ followers quit following Him 
because of this teaching - if we believe that God loves each one of us more than we can even comprehend, then it 
must have broken Jesus’ heart an infinite amount to have people quit following Him, to give up on the Truth - and 



yet He lets them go because this teaching that we must eat His Body and drink His Blood is just that important - 
there can be no compromise - we know from St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, from chapter 11, that anyone 
who eats the Body or drinks the Blood of Jesus in an unworthy manner is guilty of profaning the Body and Blood of 
Jesus - this is why we need to go to Confession before we receive the Eucharist if we have mortal sin on our souls 
- chapter 11 also says that if we don’t discern the Body of Jesus in the Eucharist, we eat and drink judgment on 
ourselves - this is why we don’t have open Communion with other Christian denominations - between these verses 
and others along with the Tradition of the Real Presence of Jesus as evidenced in Christian writings as far back as 
the first century, as Catholic, we think, how could anyone not believe that the Eucharist really is Jesus, Body, Blood, 
Soul, and Divinity?

The Sadducees felt this way about the idea that there is NOT life after death - it was obvious from His teaching that Jesus 
sided with the Pharisees on the idea there there IS life after death

So sure were the Sadducees, that they come to Jesus confident they were going to show Jesus and those around Him 
how ridiculous the idea of life after death is - so they propose a situation to Jesus of a woman who was married to a 
man and the man died without having any children

In the Jewish culture, land and other such things were passed on from one generation to the next - who your ancestors 
were mattered - and so, if a person died without any heirs, then the woman was suppose to marry a brother of her 
deceased spouse and the brother was suppose to help raise up heirs for his deceased brother - there are many 
reasons why this is not good, polygamy being one of them

So the Sadducees are confident they have trapped Jesus by proposing this made-up, ridiculous situation - in this 
situation, not two, but all seven brothers end up marrying this woman - in her seven marriages, she does not 
conceive an heir for any of them - so they ask Jesus, in the life after death, whose wife will she be

And of course Jesus finds a way out of their trap - Jesus does this by revealing an interesting truth about life after death
Jesus says that children of this age marry and remarry, but in the age to come they will not marry nor will they be given in 

marriage
Saint Pope John Paul II in his Theology of the Body reiterated for us that the unconditional, faithful, fruitful, complete love 

spouses have for each other in marriage is to be a substantial sign of the love we have with God, but will only 
experience in its completeness in heaven

As Christopher West says (in the days before GPS was widely available) we need signs to get us to Chicago - once we 
are in Chicago, we no longer need signs to Chicago

Before we get to heaven, we need signs and reminders that hint of the love we will experience with God when we get to 
heaven - once we are in heaven though, we no longer need the signs



So the vows at a Catholic wedding speak to this truth that Jesus speaks in the Gospel today - in the marriage vows, a 
couple promises: I, (name), take you, (name), to be my wife (husband). I promise to be faithful to you in good times 
and in bad, in sickness and in health, to love you and to honor you all the days of my life

Notice the last phrase - “all the day of my life” - in this case this means earthly life - the alternate vows end with the phrase 
“until death do us part”

There are some practical implications to this truth that marriage only lasts until the death of one of the spouses - if a 
couple is separated, once of the spouses dies, they no longer need to seek an annulment - they are free be 
married to someone else - or I had a friend who discerned the religious life a good portion of her youth - she ended 
up getting married - because I’m nice, kind, gentle person I am, I told her not to worry - just make sure your 
husband dies first and then you can enter the religious life after he dies

Maybe for some of you, knowing that marriage does not continue into heaven is a relief…(if this is you, then we should 
probably talk after Mass)…but for the rest of you, I wouldn’t worry too much - even though you are not still married 
in heaven, I would assume you would still have a special connection to the spouse you had on earth - remember, 
we get to keep all of our memories in heaven - Our good memories are contained in our souls, even if later in our 
earthly life we forgot them due to Alzheimer or some other mental deficiency

Jesus ends His teaching by reminding us that our God is a God of the living; not the dead
So the question for today is, are you living your life as if you were going to live twice, that you are going to live this life, 

and then based on your relationship with God in this life, you are going spend a second life, an eternity in heaven 
or hell? - do we spend our time, talents, and efforts steeped in the fact that we cannot take our earthly possessions 
with us? - that the things we take to our life after death are our character, our memories, how we treated others, 
how close or not close we are to God?

Do our priorities reflect the truth that we only live twice?


