
There was a point in my life when I hated filling out forms -  you know the spot where they ask you to list every place you have 
lived the past several years - right after I moved to Rochester, I had my Rochester address, my parents address, my 
college apartment, my internship address, my previous school year address - it’s like I needed to ask for another sheet

It’s good to have a place to call home - a place to identify as home - it’s part of our identity - when people ask about who we are, 
we often state where we live - I used to live in Iowa - now I live in Minnesota 

It’s good to have a spiritual home as well - in the first reading we hear Isaiah foretell of a time when all nations will stream to the 
Lord’s house

This house will be established on a high mountain - “Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain, to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may instruct in his ways, and we may walk in his paths.”

Isaiah goes on to say that from Zion will go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem
As Catholics we believe that this new Jerusalem, this house of the Lord, this new Zion is Minnesota - just kidding - we believe it is 

the Catholic Church - we believe it is heaven - remember, at the end of time the Catholic Church and heaven will be one 
and the same - right now, the Catholic Church is made up of the Church Militant - those of us on earth - the Church 
Purgative - those in Purgatory - and the Church Triumphant - the souls in heaven - at the end of time, after Jesus comes 
back, all that will remain will be the Church Triumphant - the souls in heaven - all the redeemed souls still on earth or in 
Purgatory will go heaven 

Climbing a mountain is not easy - I was listening to a show about people claiming Mount Everest - about how treacherous it is - 
about how people die trying to get to the top

Getting to heaven is not easy - there are and will be casualties around us - we must not let this dissuade us - just as there are on 
Mount Everest, there will be conditions that will make getting to the top, to heaven, very difficult - we must persevere

However, we are not without help - “From Zion shall go fourth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” - the Catholic 
Church in matters of faith and morals, speaks for God and tells us to live a holy life - under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
the early Catholic Church both wrote the New Testament part of the Bible and compiled the Books of the Bible - through the 
Holy Spirit acting through the Catholic Church, we have the Bible, the Word of God

We, the sons and daughters of God, are the new house of Jacob - maybe some of us are of Jewish descent, but I’m guessing 
most of us aren’t - and yet we are called to be part of the house of Jacob and to walk in the light of the Lord

This belonging to the new Jerusalem should not make us mopey - we should not be reluctant members of the house of the Lord - 
the Responsorial Psalm antiphon says, “Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord” - I am aware that in some households, 
the hour before Mass is the hardest hour of the week - not me of course, but my brother would get up only after being 
asked a million times, shower late, come down to the van with his shoes still not on, his belt not on, shirt unbuttoned - and 
yet the Psalmist tells us to go to God’s house with rejoicing - okay, I suppose if we yelled and screamed for joy on the way 
to church someone might pull us over, arrest us, and send us to the funny farm

These are good questions: Do we rejoice in being Catholic? Do we rejoice in coming to Mass? Do we rejoice to be in the church 
building where Jesus resides Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity in Tabernacle?

Maybe we don’t rejoice in these things - maybe we don’t want to - maybe we do, but we figure we can change our attitude some 
other time



However, St. Paul in the second reading, in his letter to the Romans, and Jesus in Gospel tell us not to wait
St. Paul tells the Christians in Rome to awake from sleep - St. Paul isn’t talking physically - it’s not like all the Christians in Rome 

took a nap at the same time - no, St. Paul is talking spiritually 
At the end of our lives, we will have our particular judgment - at the end of time, there will be the general judgment - if you are still 

alive on earth when the end of time happens, when Jesus comes back a second time, then for you the particular judgment 
and the general judgment will happen in quick succession 

St. Paul is right, with each passing second, our particular judgment and the general judgment are nearer
Thus we need to work to climb the mountain of the Lord now, not later - St. Paul tells the Romans to throw off the works of 

darkness and to put on the armor of light
We live in a strange time - we live between the two Comings of Christ - we live after the Resurrection of Jesus - we live with the 

grace of mercy and forgiveness and redemption - and yet we live before the Second Coming of Jesus when Jesus will 
conquer the universe and completely defeat Satan

So even though the world, the universe is not quite completely in the light of Christ, we need to do our best to act in accord with 
the light of Christ

Again, not just St. Paul, but Jesus too in the Gospel, warns us not to be caught off guard by our particular judgment or the general 
judgment

Jesus says that just as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be at the coming of the Son of Man - in the days of Noah, people 
were living in constant grave sin - they had no idea that the end was near until the waters started to rise and the rain did not 
let up

When Jesus came to earth 2000 years ago, it caught people off guard - and Jesus is saying when He comes back at the end of 
time, at the time of the general judgment, it too will catch people off guard

All of this is true not just for the general judgment at the end of time, but also for our own particular judgment at the end of our 
earthly lives

Jesus says two will be in a field; one will be taken and one will be left behind - two will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and 
one will be left behind - we do not know the time of our death - it could happen right after Mass - it could happen later this 
week - it could happen 5 years from now - it could happen 50 years from now - for some us here that would almost be an 
impossibility - we just don’t know

Like St. Paul, Jesus says, “Stay awake!” - we need to prepare for the end of our lives, for the end of time - why? because it is the 
beginning of eternity, an eternity in heaven or hell - actually the beginning of eternity begins now

So we need to put in the effort to climb the Mountain of the Lord - we do this by staying close to House of God, the Catholic 
Church - we listen to the Word of God in the Bible - we stay close to the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist and 
Confession - we spend time in prayer - we strive to live holy lives - to throw off the works of darkness

The time to do these things, to make the effort is not later, but now - why, because we do not know when our time on this earth will 
come to an end - for and in Jesus Christ, seize the day - Carpe Diem for Jesus!


