
Life is hard - like when you run into a door in the dark that you thought was open - or when, in the early 1980’s, you’re a 
kid and your parents have a business meeting in Hawaii and they take the youngest sibling even though she won’t 
remember it and you and your other 3 sibling stay back in Iowa with your aunt - not that I’m still bitter about it

Life can become hard because of our own decisions, but they can also become hard because of someone else’s 
decisions

Being a disciple of Jesus Christ doesn’t always make life easier - in fact, for some of us, just ask the martyrs, being a 
disciple of Jesus Christ makes life harder

The three theological virtues are faith, hope, and love - as a society, as individuals, we need to reclaim these theological 
virtues - we need to reclaim faith, hope, and love

In the first reading the prophet Malachi says that a day is coming that will be blazing like an oven - remember they had 
wood fire ovens - nothing like the electric convection, even heat top and bottom, exact temperature ovens we have 
now

The prophet Malachi foretells that on that day all the proud and evildoers will be stubble - that they will be metaphorically 
on fire - in a bad way - until nothing is left, not even a root or a branch - these will be burned up

However, those who fear the name of God, there will arise the sun of justice with its healing rays
First of all, what does it mean to fear God or to fear the name of God? - the fear of God, or the awe of God is one of the 

seven gifts of the Holy Spirit that one especially receives at Confirmation - if you’re wondering, the other six are 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, and piety

I would say the simplest definition of the fear of God or the awe of God would be a healthy respect for God - God is God 
and we are not - He is transcendent - He is completely other - He just is and has never not existed - it is why in the 
Narnia series, C.S. Lewis had the Jesus character, Aslan, be a lion - Aslan was a kind and gentle lion, but still a lion 
- no matter how nice a lion is, even a fictional lion, you approach with a little caution

To fear the name of the God is something we need to do more of these days - a common sin I hear in the Confessional is 
using the Lord’s name in vain - this is a sin against the 2nd of the 10 Commandments - “Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain” - this is a mortal sin - this is serious stuff - it may seem like a small deal, but it is 
not - using the Lord’s name in vain is a big deal - we are going to be surprised, angry, upset in our lives - these 
moments happen - but we need, really need to figure out something else to say in these moments, or just stay 
silent, instead of using the Lord’s name in vain - I tell people, when you are not in one of those moments, take 
some time to think of something else you can say or do in those moments and try and change your habits to say or 
do that instead of using the Lord’s name in vain

If we fear the name of the Lord, we will rise with the sun of justice with its healing rays - obviously the sun of justice is 
Jesus Christ - as St. Paul says, if we die with Jesus, we will also rise with Jesus - and if we rise with Jesus, we will 



be healed - we will be healed of the damage that we and others have done to our souls - Jesus wants to heal the 
theological virtues of faith, hope, and love in our hearts, in our souls

What is a virtue? - St. Thomas Aquinas defined a virtue as “a habit that disposes an agent to perform its proper operation 
and movement”

Our most proper operation and movement is to receive God’s love and to love Him back - before we can love though, we 
need to have faith that God exists, and hope that He cares about us - only then can we receive God’s love and love 
Him back

In the simplest terms, this is what the saints did - they had faith in God, they had hope that He cared, and that allowed 
them to love and be loved

This is true of St. Paul - in his second letter to the Thessalonians he tells them to imitate him - St. Paul says he and the 
disciples with him did not act disorderly nor did they receive free food - I try not to act disorderly, but I will definitely 
take free food - St. Paul reminds the Thessalonian Christians that anyone who is unwilling to work, should not be 
eat

Remember that some of the early Christians lived in communities where things were shared, such as food - so some 
people would not do their fair share of the work that needed to be done to share the Gospel, but still eat their share 
of the food

Why was this important? - because if outsiders were going to take the Gospel seriously, they had to see the Gospel in 
action - they needed to see the Gospel message lived out amongst Paul and other disciples of Jesus Christ - but 
this needs to go deeper than just the surface - our relationship with Jesus Christ should not just change the way we 
appear to others, the way we act in front of others, but it should change our actions when no one is looking, it 
should change the reasons, the motives behind our actions - this is why we need all three theological virtues: faith, 
hope, and love

Jesus covers faith, hope, and love in the Gospel today
At the beginning of the Gospel, some people were speaking about how beautiful and amazing the temple in Jerusalem 

was - how it was adorned with costly stones and votive offerings - the Jewish temple in Jerusalem was a marvel of 
the ancient world - the Jews took great pride in their temple, in its beauty - Jesus rains on their parade and 
declares that a day will come when it is destroyed - so much so that not a stone will be left sitting on another stone

And Jesus was right - in AD 70, so about 40 years later after Jesus said these words, the Romans did just that - they 
destroyed the Jewish temple in Jerusalem - the Jews had not learned from the past - they thought God would not 
allow their temple to be destroyed because God loved them so much

That would be like us saying God loves us and the Catholic Church so much that He would never allow St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome to be destroyed - who knows - maybe someday it will be destroyed - does this destroy 
Catholicism - would this destroy the Catholic Church - no 



What are you putting your faith in? - are you putting your faith in God or other things? - maybe you’re putting your faith, 
your self-worth in your grades, your sports, in your career - what are you relying on more than God?

Jesus says they, the non-believers, will “seize and persecute you, they will hand you over to the synagogues and to 
prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors because of my name.” - Jesus goes on to say too, 
“You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 
You will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your perseverance 
you will secure your lives.”

We must not hope for a cushy, easy life - we must hope for and desire God Himself - we must hope and desire eternity in 
heaven with God - we must not hope for fame and fortune at the compromise of our relationship with God - we 
must persevere - it is our hope in God that will give us the strength 

It is in faith in God, hope in God, that we will be able to begin to fully return God’s love - to live, to thrive in the Catholic 
Church, the Kingdom of God, we must have all three theological virtues - we must have faith, hope, and love


