
I don’t know if this still goes on - when we were in grade school, we would play king of the hill on the snow mounds in the 
school parking lot

Since I was about 2’4” and weighed a negative 20 pounds, I wasn’t king of the hill very often - this just made it even sweeter 
when I did make it to the top

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe - this is the last Sunday in Ordinary Time - 
next Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent - we will move from green to purple - since today is a solemnity, the liturgical 
color today is white instead of green

In the first reading we hear about King David - historians believe King David lived about a 1000 BC - that would be a 1000 
years before Christ, 1000 years before Jesus came and became part of His own creation - none of this BCE, before 
common era - common to what? - what does common era even mean?

Sorry - rant - where was I? - King David - after Joshua and the Israelites wandered the desert for 40 years after the escape 
from Egypt, then conquered Israel, starting with Jericho - once the Israelites settled Israel, the 12 tribes were mostly 
locally ruled and had no over arching ruler - God did send them judges to help guide them - after a while though, they 
wanted a king like the lands around them - God said no - that He was their king - God finally gave in and gave them 
King Saul

Even while Saul was alive, the prophet Samuel secretly anointed David the next king of Israel - in case you were wondering, 
it is usually not a good thing to anoint another king while the first king is still alive unless you want to be killed by the 
first king

During King Saul’s time as king, David made a name for himself by being the greatest commander of the army that Israel 
has ever seen

Years after Samuel secretly anointed David Saul’s successor, after King Saul and his son Jonathan die, the 12 tribes of 
Israel meet David in Hebron and officially make David king of all of Israel

At the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew, St. Matthew gives Jesus’ genealogy through his foster father, Joseph - Matthew 
shows that a lineage from Abraham through King David to Joseph

In the Gospel of Luke, chapter 3, St. Luke shows that Jesus’ genealogy going backwards starting with Joseph, through King 
David, and going all the way back to the beginning, to Adam

King David was the greatest King Israel ever had - David was a military genius - he united the 12 tribes of Israel and made 
them a kingdom 

Twice in the Bible God calls David a man after His own heart (1 Samuel 13:14 and Acts 13:22) - this despite the fact that 
David committed the most famous act of adultery

The promised Messiah was to be a descendent of David - even though Jesus was born in a stable to two seemly nobodies 
from the hick town of Nazareth, Jesus was a distant descendent of David 

However, Jesus didn’t come to restore Israel’s place as a nation on the world stage - rather Jesus came to establish a 
heavenly kingdom, one that would never end



This may seem obvious to us now, but think about the criminals crucified with Jesus - here is Jesus hanging on a cross 
outside of Jerusalem, bloodied and beaten - He has a crown on, but one made of thorns - a crown that caused blood 
to flow down from His head - there was an inscription above His head that read, “This is the King of the Jews” - 
however, this was put there as a mockery; not as a recognition of the truth

The rulers mock Jesus verbally saying, “He saved others, let him save himself if he is the chosen one, the Christ of God.” - 
St. Luke records that even the soldiers jeered at Jesus

So it is with amazing grace that one of the criminals, despite all the evidence to the contrary, recognizes Jesus’ kingship
The criminal says to Jesus, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” - somehow this criminal realizes that 

Jesus’ kingdom is not of this earth - that Jesus’ kingship is establish not despite His crucifixion, but through His 
crucifixion

Jesus responds, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” - how we long to hear those words spoken to us 
at the end of our lives 

But St. Paul says in his letter to the Colossians that we are to give thanks to God the Father even now - God, through our 
Baptism, our Baptism into Jesus’ death and resurrection, has delivered us from the power of darkness and brought us 
into the light, into the kingdom of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ

Jesus is the face of the invisible God - Jesus is the word spoken by God the Father that created the universe - we see this 
proclaimed in John, chapter 1 - through Jesus and for Jesus, all things were created

Jesus has established a universal Church, the Roman Catholic Church - of which He, Jesus, is the head - of which, all of us 
are called to be the body of

Jesus is King of the universe - this is what we celebrate today - as we can see, throughout salvation history, God has 
planned, has plotted, to help us understand this reality

However, God also allows another kingdom to exist - Satan, Lucifer, formerly the Angel of Light, rebelled against God and 
established an opposing kingdom, Hell - so we have the kingdom of light, the Kingdom of God on one side and the 
kingdom of darkness, the Kingdom of Satan, on the other side

God created us for goodness, truth, and beauty - these are things that satisfy our deepest desires - these can ultimately only 
be satisfied by God Himself - however, sin and Satan clouds our judgement - when we turn away from God, Satan 
makes sin and the kingdom of darkness more attractive

However, when we follow Jesus and entrust our lives to Him, He opens our eyes to see the light of truth - we become guided 
by the Holy Spirit - we are then able to see Satan and his ways of darkness for what they really are

God wants us not just to obey Him, but to love Him back - thus, God takes the risk of giving us free will - Jesus wants to be 
king of our lives, but He isn’t going to force us to choose Him - we really do have a choice - which kingdom are we 
going to serve? - which kingdom are we going to serve today, tomorrow, and for all eternity? - which kingdom are we 
going to be citizens of?


