
There is a stigma with every place - when I lived in Rochester, if you were from Fox Croft, that meant you were probably a 
doctor’s family - if you were from the SE on Marion Road, you lived in the roughest part of town

When I was visiting the Chicago area years ago, I wondered why there were two Catholic churches within a couple of blocks of 
each other - it was then that I learned that often in the 50’s, you had ethnic Catholic churches - one was the German 
church and the other was the Polish church

In the first reading, Isaiah talks about the land of Zebulun and Naphtali - these were two of the twelve tribes of Israel - however, 
in the time of Isaiah, these lands had been taken over by non-Jews - but through the prophet Isaiah, God says He is going 
to bring glory to this place - He says the darkness will be dispelled by a great light - once again joy and rejoicing will be felt 
- the yoke of the burden will be smashed and taken away

In the Gospel, after John the Baptist had been arrested, Jesus withdraws to this region, the land of Zebulun and Naphtali - what 
in Jesus’ time is now called Galilee

Matthew says that Jesus left His hometown of Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and 
Naphtali

Matthew quotes Isaiah to show that Jesus, by moving to Capernaum, is the fulfillment of the prophesy we heard in the first 
reading - Jesus is the great light that dispels the darkness

John the Baptist had prepared for Jesus preaching by telling the people to repent
There Jesus continues the message by telling people not to just repent, but that the kingdom of heaven is at hand
In the Gospel of Matthew we then hear Jesus calling four of the twelve Apostles: Peter, Andrew, James, John
Have you ever wondered why they just stopped fishing and followed Jesus? - was it because Jesus promised them a Sham-wow 

for just $19.95! - and if you order in the next five minutes, you get a second one for free?
Did they really not like fishing and were looking for an excuse to leave?
Did James and John not like working with their father?
Jesus does tell Peter and Andrew, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Now I know what that means and it has a further special meaning as a priest, but as a fisherman 2000 years ago, I’m not sure if I 

would have known what Jesus was talking about - at least not enough to drop the only way of life that I had ever known 
and followed an itinerant preacher

What was so attractive about Jesus that Peter, Andrew, James, and John just left their lives and their nets behind to follow 
Jesus?

Now I realize Jesus is God - anything is possible - maybe it was like a Jedi mind trick, but I’m 100% sure that wasn’t it
Jesus is called a Nazarean because He grew up in Nazareth, but we know that His ultimate identity is God, the second Person of 

the Trinity
And Jesus, being God, is the fullness of truth, goodness, and beauty - the three transcendentals for those of you who have 

studied some philosophy - for those who haven’t studied philosophy, a transcendental is a property of being - so they are 
a property of every naturally occurring thing - modern philosophy would say that truth, goodness, and beauty are relative 
and only in the eyes of the beholder - whereas ancient philosophy would say that truth, goodness, and beauty are 



objective properties of the object or being itself - Christian philosophy agrees with ancient philosophy more than modern 
philosophy - Christian philosophy would say that the sunset is objectively beautiful - Christian philosophy would say that if 
you don’t think so, then you are actually wrong - you are not perceiving reality correctly - when she was alive, sometimes 
people would remark how beautiful Mother Theresa was - by the world’s standards, this didn’t make sense - she was a 
short, old crinkly woman - however, holiness is true beauty - and even non-Catholics, non-Christians, would pick up on 
this

Anyways, even without Jesus saying anything, I can just imagine truth, goodness, and beauty emanating, oozing from Him - 
Jesus is God, the Second Person of the Trinity - Jesus, as God, is the fullness of being - He is the fullness of the 
transcendentals - He is the fullness, along with the Father and the Holy Spirit, of Truth, Goodness, and Beauty

This is what I think attracted these four fishermen to Jesus, so much so that they dropped their very lives and followed Him
They followed Jesus and proclaimed the Gospel of the Kingdom and cured people
Some thirty years later, Christians in Corinth had lost sight of Who they were following - St. Paul reprimands them for their 

divisions
Paul says there are to be no divisions and that they should agree in the matters of faith
It has been reported to Paul that some said they belonged to Paul; that some said they belonged to Apollos, or Cephas, or Christ
Paul asks them who died for them - in whose name were they baptized?
In other words, what was their identity? - did they identify themselves with some preacher of the Gospel?
Why were they not identifying themselves with the Gospel itself, with Christ? - Christ was suppose to be their identity
Paul is not saying that placing your identity in your faith is wrong
However, as Christians we are not to place our faith in this person or that person, in this priest or that priest, this church leader or 

that church leader, but in Christ - Christ is to be our identity
This is what Peter, Andrew, James, and John realized - that Jesus was big enough to be their everything - Jesus was big enough 

to stake their happiness in - Jesus was big enough to take on their identifying with Him - We too must do the same thing
No matter how bad the homily is, or how sinful the priest, as long as he has faculties, Christ meets us on the altar in the 

Eucharist
By taking Jesus into ourselves, into our bodies, we become more like Christ
We don’t become more like St. Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or Father Vogel - Christ is to be our identity - we, the Church, are the 

body of Christ - Christ is our identity - our most true, our core identity, is that we are a son or daughter of God - anyone 
and anything else will sooner or later let us down - Christ said He came to give us life to the full (John 10:10) - when we 
put our identity in Christ, we put our our identity on solid rock, on thee Rock - this is why we gather as a body of believers

Christian shouldn’t be just an attribute in a list of things like where we were born, where we went to school, what political party 
we belong to - Christian, Christ, should be the very center of who we are - Paul calls the Corinthians back to this 
understanding of themselves

Jesus invites Peter, Andrew, James, and John to follow Him, to make Him the center of their identities - Jesus invites us to do the 
same


