
Father Beerman and I have been known to drive to Iowa or South Dakota just to get a round of golf in - this is not normal 
nor reasonable - we are a little extreme when it comes to our golf

Each of us have things that are easy for us to be passionate about and things that are hard for us to be passionate about - 
growing up, it was easy for me to be passionate about cars, space, math, scientific calculators - growing up, it was 
hard for me to be passionate about spelling

One thing we should all be passionate about is doing the right thing
In the first reading, Sirach says that if we keep the commandments, doing so will save us
Doing the right thing may even seem detrimental to our status in life - however, again Sirach reminds us that if we trust in 

God, we shall truly live
Every day we are presented with hundreds of choices - Sirach says that at every turn we are presented with life and 

death, good and evil - sometimes, but not always, this is true - if we choose the good, we receive good - if we 
choose evil, we receive evil

Ancient philosophers said we never choose evil for evil - we choose evil because for some reason we perceive it as a 
good - I think if we ponder this for a bit, we will find this is true - we steal something to obtain a good thing - we lie 
to make us seem better than we are

As fallen human beings, our reason and conscience are clouded - we don’t always perceive good and evil, right and 
wrong, for what they truly are - this is why we need to rely on the wisdom of God and the Holy Spirit

Sirach says the wisdom of God is immense - God never commands or desires us to act unjustly, to sin
The ends does not justify the means - you cannot do evil to bring about a good - while we are on it, you also obviously 

can’t do evil to bring about evil, and you cannot do good to bring evil - we can only do good to bring about good
St. Paul in the second reading speaks of a wisdom that is mature - when we grow in the wisdom of God, when we grow in 

our understanding of God’s will, we become more mature Christians - we also quickly realize that St. Paul is right - 
God’s wisdom is not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers who are passing away

God’s wisdom does not change - as St. Paul says, God’s wisdom was predetermined before the ages for our glory - God’s 
wisdom does not change - now our understanding of God’s wisdom may change, but God’s wisdom itself does not 
change

As Catholics, we believe that there is objective right and wrong - this right and wrong, this life and death of our souls, this 
good and evil is not determined by us, but by God

The world will tell us that we have no business telling them what is right or wrong - the world says we can determine for 
ourselves what is right and wrong - that we can define ourselves

This is prideful and suicidal - literally - when we try to define ourselves, sooner or later that definition is going to let us 
down - then we are left with nothing to define who we are - we are left with no purpose to our life - it is in dark 
places like this that suicide becomes possible



But there is hope - there is always hope in Jesus Christ, in God the Father - I know some of us have not had the best 
fathers, but God the Father is everything your earthly father was not - God the Father loves us completely - He 
loves us and created us - He sent us Jesus to show us the way, to create the community of love, the Catholic 
Church, to die on the Cross for our sins so that we can spend eternity with Him in heaven

This type of love demands a response - St. Paul reminds us, “What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what 
has not entered the human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him, this God has revealed to us 
through the Spirit.”

How do we love God? - by spending time with Him - this means  spending time in prayer - this also means following the 
will of God, the wisdom of God, the commandments of God

Jesus says, “I have not come to abolish [the law and the prophets], but to fulfill.”
Jesus tells his disciples that they must not teach others to break the commandments and that their righteousness must 

surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees
Jesus then goes on to show what He means
He starts with the Fifth Commandment, thou shall not kill - Jesus’ disciples were probably thinking, no problem - I haven’t 

killed anyone so I’m good
But Jesus being Jesus, He takes it to the next level - He says anyone who is angry with someone is liable to judgment
Jesus says if you recall that your brother has anything against you, leave your gift at the altar, go and reconcile with your 

brother, and then come back and offer your gift - think about the sign of peace during Mass - we too offer peace 
and reconciliation to those around us - only after that do we participate in the greatest Sacrifice, the greatest gift on 
this side of Heaven, the Eucharist

He then doubles down on the Sixth Commandment, thou shall not commit adultery - again, Jesus ups the ante - Jesus 
challenges us by saying if one has even looked at woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart - obviously the same is true for women

Lastly, Jesus reminds us that marriage is to death do us part - I don’t have time to go into know, but the Catholic Church 
takes Jesus’ teachings on marriage and divorce very seriously - that what God has joined, no man shall put 
asunder - now annulments are not just Catholic divorce - people get divorced for all sorts of reasons - however, 
annulments look in some ways just to the day of the wedding - were there any conditions, status of the bride and 
groom that prevented them from meaning the vows they said to one another that day - an obvious one would be if 
they were drunk when they said their vows - so if an annulment is granted, a civl marriage happened that day, but 
not a sacramental marriage - thus, the parties are then free to enter into a life-long sacramental marriage with 
someone else



There may arise situations, ie physical or verbal abuse, where married couples need to live apart - one should never feel 
obligated to remain in an unsafe environment - however, one should refrain from dating or marrying anyone else - 
they should still assume they are married until an annulment sought and granted

What is Jesus driving at? Two things - one, what is the intention, the thoughts in our hearts? - it is not enough to do the 
right thing - we must have the right intentions - it is not just about not killing or committing the act of adultery - it is 
about respecting the life, dignity, and personhood of every person

Two, in some ways, the language of commandments is a language of bare minimums - if we want to be a decent person, 
don’t do these things

As Christopher West once said, hopefully a husband doesn’t need the commandment, “thou shall not kill” when it comes 
to his wife - hopefully the thought of killing his wife never enters his mind - why? - because he loves her and wants 
to see her live and thrive

Love is not about minimums - love is about maximums - does a judge care if child does well in school? - no the judge is 
there to punish the child if commits a crime - however, a parent, who loves the child, wants to see the child not just 
not break laws, but to thrive, to do well at school and other aspects of life - commandments and laws are the 
language of minimums - love is the language of maximums

John 4:8 says God is love - Jesus is the Second Person of the Trinity - Jesus, God is about love - God is about maximums
Jesus wants us to live not the minimums of laws and commandments, but the maximums of love
When we live out the maximums of love, we don’t need the laws and commandments - it’s not that we disobey them - it 

because we are doing not just what the commandments and laws ask, but so much more
How do we be obedient to the love of God and the love of our neighbors? - this starts with our thoughts and intentions - if 

we start with good thoughts and intentions, good actions will follow - if we start with love, we will not just obey the 
commandments, but we will fulfill them just as Jesus did

In the end, Christianity, being a follower of Jesus is not first about obeying a set of commandments, but receiving and 
responding to the love He first gives us - it is in responding to God’s love for us by loving God back and loving 
those around us that we live life to the full


