
It is widely accepted that St. Pope John Paul II played a part in the fall of the Soviet Union
St. Pope John Paul II did this not by picking up arms, but with words - with words, JPII reminded people that they are not 

worker drones of the state, but a human being with dignity, rights, and free will
Words have power because they can form an idea - and ideas can form thoughts - thoughts can form actions - and actions 

can change the world
This is probably true even more so today - a lot of words have erupted from people’s mouths in light of George Floyd’s death 

in May - you are free to disagree with me - it is not Church teaching obviously, but I believe that it’s okay to say black 
lives matter - to me it’s like saying, “God bless America” - in saying, “God bless America,” we are not saying we don’t 
want God to bless other nations - we just want God to bless our nation of America - I have come to believe that 
because of the past in our country, even housing policies that were in place even until quite recently, black Americans 
have been at a disadvantage - this is what I believe - you are free to disagree

However, as Catholics, we cannot support the political movement, Black Lives Matter - on their website, one of their 
campaign focus is LGBTQIA+ rights - now every human being deserves to be treated with dignity, respect, and love - 
no matter how they choose to live their lives - even if their lives are full of sin - for our true identity is that we are ALL 
sons and daughters of God - our identity isn’t determined by how good at sports we are, by our grades, by how much 
money we have, what job we have - nor is our identity determined by who we are attracted to or how we seek sexual 
pleasure - the only sexual pleasure that is morally good, meaning ultimately edifying to our human soul, is that within 
the confines of marriage - marriage being a life-long covenant ratified by one man and one woman to help each other 
grow in holiness and provide the environment for the begetting and raising up of children, future saints

Again, at our core, our identity is a beloved son or daughter 
Again, words have power because they can form an idea - and ideas can form thoughts - thoughts can form actions - and 

actions can change the world - this is especially true of God’s Word
In the first reading from Isaiah, God draws the parallel between water and His Word - just as a side note, I think it is 

interesting that hundreds of years before Christ, they already understood the conservation of water cycle
Isaiah reminds the reader the water and snow fall on the earth - it causes things to grow and be fruitful - the Lord specifically 

talks about bread that one eats
God’s word goes forth from God to guide us, to strengthen us, to love us
God says His word will not return to Him void, but shall do His will achieving the end for which He sent it - This is ultimately 

true when God the Father sent God the Son, the Word, to live among us and teach us
This morning we hear maybe the second most famous parable of Jesus - the first being the Prodigal Son
Jesus speaks in parables to make the message, the big truths of heaven, easier to understand
He uses images and ideas that his audience is familiar with
For some though, they did not have the eyes to see or the ears to hear
But what are we to see and hear in this parable?



What is the truth of the Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus is trying to tell us?
Usually Jesus does not explain His parables, but here Matthew records Jesus’ explanation to His disciples
God the Father is the one who spreads the seed, Jesus, the Word made flesh, about the different soils, on the souls of all
We know from the first reading that God’s Word does not return to Him void, but achieves what He desires it to do
Even so, God does not force us to understand and apply His messages to our lives
Some of our souls are like the path - we hear the word of God, but since it hasn’t taken root in our souls, we don’t 

understand it - because of this the Evil One quickly convinces us that what we heard is wrong
Some of our souls are like the rocky ground - we hear and receive and understand the Word of God and we are all excited - 

we become Jesus freaks to borrow a phrase from the 1970’s - I often think of youth retreats - the kids get all excited 
about Jesus and being a disciple, but once they get home, they go back to their old habits - in the long term nothing 
changes - this isn’t entirely their fault - we need to do a better job at Catholic Churches providing ways for youth to 
connect with Christ

Some of our souls are like the soil surrounded by thorns - Jesus says they are the ones who hear the word, but are lured 
away by anxiety and the lure of riches - we can all get caught up in worrying about things of the world - the danger is 
when we start to rely on and get anxious about our monetary worth for our happiness instead of our relationship with 
Christ

Some of our souls are like the good soil - the word of God is thrown upon us - we let it sink deep into our souls where it can 
be nurtured and grow to be a big, tall, strong plant that yields a 30, 60, 100 fold

We let the Word of God change our lives
However, in order to know and live the Word of God, we need to read or have someone read to us, the Word of God - then 

we need to study it and understand it
As Catholics, we are a community, an international community, a world-wide community - we need to read the Bible as part 

of a larger community - there are tons of reflections and writings on every part of the Bible - just surf the internet if you 
want help understanding the Bible - but again check your sources - make sure it is a source you can trust to be true to 
the teachings of the Catholic Church - who under the guidance of the Holy Spirit is the ultimate interpreter of the Bible 
- this is because it was the early Catholic Church that, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, wrote the Bible - So since 
the Catholic Church wrote the Bible, it would make sense that it would be the best one to interpret it

So again, we must spend time in the Word of God, in the Bible - we should take time every day to read a small portion of the 
Bible - it is the Word of God - maybe take some time as a family to read the coming Sunday readings - maybe read 
one reading a night as part of the family dinner prayer

Our souls must be good soil and let the Word of God sink into our souls and allow it to grow and change us to be better 
people - when we do, we will not only change, but we will also change those around us, we will change our society, 
our world for the better - our lives will yield a great harvest


