
When I was preschool age, I would tell my mom things like I’m very lucky to be where I am - I wouldn’t have used these 
words, but what I meant was I was lucky, after being abandon on the doorstep of the police station in South Korea, to 
have ended up in a middle class American family in the late 20th century - had I been born a century earlier, I would 
have died young because of bad heart - I had open heart surgery when I was 3 - I was also aware at that very young 
age that the majority of kids in the world are poor - according to World Vision, over a third of the world’s population 
lives in extreme poverty and nearly half live on less than $1.25 a day

I don’t say this to guilt you - I too have enjoyed my air conditioner in my house this past week - I say this because we are 
blessed to live when and where we do - even with all of the problems facing our country right now, we are here for a 
reason

In the first reading, we hear about Solomon taking over the Kingdom of Israel after his father King David - now King David 
was called a man after God’s heart - he’s the one, who as a young man, slayed Goliath - Even when King David 
faltered and sinned, remember the whole Bathsheba adultery thing, David was uber penitent and sorry for what he did

Now here is Solomon about to take over for his father - God appears to him in a dream and tells Solomon to ask God for 
something and God will give it to him

What does Solomon ask for? - riches? - long life? - no, Solomon asks for wisdom - thus, God tells him that he is very 
pleased with Solomon’s request and will grant Solomon’s wish in great measure - God tells Solomon that he will make 
him so wise that there will be none like him before or after him

Wisdom was exactly what Solomon needed to take over this vast kingdom his father, David, had built with the help of God - 
Solomon and his wisdom, that he asked for, is what he and the people of Israel needed at that time in history

If you continue to read 1 Kings, you will find out that Solomon started out okay, but then his fame got to his head and he 
started down a very dark path and dragged the nation down with him - but that’s another Bible story for another day

So don’t be like Solomon at the end of his life - instead be like the Christian St. Paul talks about in his letter to the Romans - 
St. Paul tells us that “we know that all things work for the good for those who love God” - this was roundly mocked in 
the so-called Enlightenment period in Europe - they pointed out that even tragedy happens to good Christians - I 
would counter that yes, bad things happen to good people, but we just don’t know how events affect salvation history - 
maybe a baptized child dies in a car accident because in heaven they become a prayer warrior interceding for their 
family and others - or maybe a teenager dies of cancer because God knew that if they had continue to live, they would 
have started World War III - these aren’t very good examples, but you get my idea - God has eternity in mind - we 
usually don’t - God has a purpose to everything

Maybe we need to quickly talk about God’s permissive will and active will - as the names suggest, God’s active will is what 
He desires to happen and God’s permissive will is what He allows to happen - now God is simple and perfect - 
however, we talk about God’s active and permissive will because of love - because God loves us and wants to us to 
love Him back, we need to have free will - in order for us to have the capacity to love, we must also have the capacity 
not to love - thus God’s permissive will allows things to happen that His active will does not want - think of it this way - 



it’s your birthday and you ask your child to give you a birthday hug - your active will wants your child to give you a hug 
- however, if your child doesn’t want to give you a birthday hug, you allow them not to because they have free will - if 
you hold a gun to their head and demand a hug, then it wouldn’t mean much because the hug didn’t come from a 
place of love - you should also not do this because if would seem to indicate your parenting skills are a little off - also, 
God allows, permits evil to happen because He is going to bring about a greater good - the best example is the 
Crucifixion - out of the anger and hate of some Jewish leaders 2000 years ago, our eternal salvation was made 
possible

St. Paul says that God foreknew who would be predestined to be conformed to the image of Jesus, His Son - and those He 
predestined, He called - those He called, He justified - and those He justified, He glorified - may we be one of these

In the Gospel today, we hear more parables about the Kingdom of Heaven - Jesus first says the Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
buried treasure in a field - think about this parable for a second - the person is kind of scoundrel - it would be like 
finding millions of dollars of gold in a field, then hiding it back up so the owner doesn’t know about the gold, have the 
owner of the field sell you the field at the going price, which is what these days? - about $10,000/acre? - and then 
getting rich off the gold in the field - since it is a guaranteed pay day, one would scrounge up whatever money one 
could find, even go in debt, to buy the field

The second parable Jesus uses is the merchant who is searching for find pearls and finds the pearl of great price - Jesus 
says the pearl is so amazing that the merchant sells everything else he has in order to purchase this pearl of great 
price

Jesus is the buried treasure - Jesus is the pearl of great price - what we get out of our relationship with Jesus, what we get 
out of belonging to the Kingdom of Heaven, is far greater than what we put into it - every effort we put in to our 
relationship with Jesus will be worth it - it is the only guaranteed pay day - the value we get out will definitely be 
greater than the value we put in

Curtis Martin, the founder of FOCUS, likes to remind the FOCUS missionaries that there are 7 billion people on the face of 
the earth - in about a 100 years none of these people will be alive - if they are going to know the love and truth of 
Jesus, it is up to us

Solomon was the man for the time - he started out well asking for wisdom, but fame later led him down a dark path away 
from God - there were consequences for this not just for him, but for the entire kingdom of Israel

We have hopefully experienced and realized what a great treasure we have in Jesus Christ, in our Catholic faith - hopefully 
Jesus Christ has brought joy, inner peace, and understanding to your life - your life is better with Christ than without 
Him - work everyday to make it more that way - plus there are 7 billion people out there who only has this generation 
of Christians to tell them about Jesus Christ, to tell them about the joy, inner peace, and understanding that comes 
from Jesus Christ - we have found the buried treasure - we have found the pearl of great price - may we realize this 
more and more each day - and as we do, may we share our treasure, our great find with others


