
One thing I find interesting about tennis and baseball is that it is truly not over until its over - in tennis and baseball there is no clock - 
in tennis, it is a point based system so you can literally be one point away from losing the match and still back back and win it 
- in baseball, it is based on outs in an inning - even if you are down 10 runs with 2 outs in the bottom of the 9th inning, you 
could still theoretically come back and win

Today Jesus talks about winning and losing in life
In the first reading though we have Jeremiah - Jeremiah was called by God to be a prophet to Judah - Jeremiah said he couldn’t be a 

prophet because he was too young and not a good public speaker
God tells Jeremiah that this was his calling even before he was formed in his mother’s womb
The Jewish people were sacrificing their children to strange gods and not following God’s ways - but they didn’t care - in many other 

metrics of a society, they were winning - the economy was going well - there was a high standard of living
This should sound familiar - we kill our children in the womb by the thousands each day and think this has no repercussions on us, 

on our society
In the midst of this prosperity, Jeremiah was called to speak woe and destruction -when Jeremiah began preaching in about 626 BC, 

the destruction of Judah, Jerusalem, and the Temple was about 40 years away - in 587 BC, the Babylonian empire destroyed 
Jerusalem and exiled the Jewish people to Babylon

Just think if a year ago, someone had said there was going to be this worldwide pandemic and we would spends months at home 
and even longer wearing masks out in public, no one would have believed them

In the same way, things were going well in Jerusalem - Jeremiah was harshly treated, even threatened to death for preaching such 
bad news when things were going well

In the first reading, Jeremiah says he has been duped by God - whenever he opens his mouth, he must speak of the coming 
destruction and violence that is going to eventually happen to Jerusalem and the people of Judah

Because of his message, Jeremiah again is laughed at, mocked, reproached - by world’s standards, Jeremiah was losing - because 
losing is not fun, because he was constantly hated for his message, he wants to not mention God anymore - but he has to 
mention God because when he doesn’t, it becomes like a fire in his heart - he says the message of God becomes imprisoned 
in his bones

I suppose it is like when a couple gets engaged - they post it on Instagram, Facebook, Snapchat, they call their friends - they have to 
tell the world - it hurts NOT to share the good news with others

For Jeremiah, he has to speak the word of God, as bad as it is - as much as it makes his earthly life miserable, he has to speak the 
truth that God has asked him to speak - Jeremiah was losing by the world’s standards, but he was winning by God’s 
standards

St. Paul further explains how this is so in his letter to the Romans, in today’s second reading - St. Paul urges the Romans to offer 
their bodies as a sacrifice to God - on this side of heaven, all authentic love requires sacrifice - I’ve said this before - this is 
true of love of God, love of our spouse, family members, friends - all authentic love requires sacrifice - St. Paul says it is in 
sacrifice, it is in not going with the flow, that we are able to renew our minds - and why do we need to renew our minds? - so 
that we can discern what is the will of God - so that we can discern what is good and perfect - like Jeremiah, it is in sacrifice 
that we are able to discern how God wants us to win at life



In the Gospel, Jesus begins to show his disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, suffer greatly at the hands of the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, be killed, and raised on the third day

To Peter this does not sound like winning - things were going well - they seemed to be winning up to now - yes the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes didn’t like Jesus, but the crowds loved him - why would Jesus want to end that? - what good would 
come of changing the script just as things are going well?

So Peter takes Jesus aside and rebukes Jesus by saying, “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.”
Jesus turns to Peter and says, “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me.” - now Peter isn’t suddenly possessed by the 

Satan, by the Devil - no, Satan, literally mean “adversary”
In this moment, Peter is a obstacle, an adversary, to Jesus doing what He needs to do for our salvation
In our thoughts, in our actions, are we an obstacle, an adversary, to the building up of the Kingdom of God? - are we an obstacle, an 

adversary, to the will of God for our lives? - are we thinking as God does or are we stuck thinking how human beings, how the 
world thinks? - do we believe that our worth is based on how much money we have, on grades, on athletic abilities, on the 
number of friends we have, or our social media persona - or do we think like God and realize that our worth is defined by the 
Cross, by Christ’s love for us - that our worth is based on the fact that we are God the Father’s precious sons and daughters 
and nothing can change that

Jesus says to His disciples, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” - what crosses, 
what sacrifices, are Jesus asking you to take up today? - in what ways is Jesus asking you to deny yourself? - again it may 
not feel like winning at life - in fact, sacrifice often feels like we are losing at life - but Jesus speaks truth into this 

Jesus explains, “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” - when we lose our 
lives according to the world for Jesus’ sake, we are actually winning at life - and not just this life, but eternal life - when we 
sacrifice for Jesus and for the Kingdom of God, we are actually winning at eternal life

Jesus even asks the disciples, “What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?” - Jeff Bezos, the 
founder of Amazon, is the wealthiest person on the planet - Jeff is worth $190 billion dollars - not million, but billion - there is 
literally nothing he can’t afford - Jeff has gained the whole world - but is he winning at life, at eternal life? - I don’t know - only 
God knows that - only God knows if Jeff has lost his life for Jesus’ sake and for the Kingdom of God

You do not need $190 billion dollars to win at life, to win at eternal life - in fact, you don’t need any money to win at life - all you need 
is the humility to sacrifice, to lose yourself, for Jesus’ sake

In a lot of ways we are losing right now as a society - we have the pandemic and all of the mental health repercussions the social 
distancing protocols have had - we have race riots happing across the country - we have storm damage in the south

In the midst of this turmoil, how is God calling you to take up your cross and follow Jesus? - what sacrifices is God calling you to 
make? - in what ways are you being called to deny yourself?

The world will tell us we need to gain the world - that’s how one wins in life - however, Jesus says the opposite - He says we are 
losing when we think we are winning and winning when we think we are losing

Are we going to believe the world or are we going to believe Jesus? - our actions will tell which one we believe 
Today we pray for the grace, the fortitude, the courage, and the strength to sacrifice, to lay down our lives and pick up our crosses for 

love of God and others - today we pray for the grace, the fortitude, the courage, and the strength to win at eternal life


