
I know I’ve mentioned this before, but in high school, my summer job was detasseling - for those who don’t know, basically you pull 
the tops of the corn plants off - so the job required us to get up early - you got wet in the morning from the dew and baked in 
the hot afternoon late July sun - or you got yet all day in the rain - you had to wade through water up to your waist - and when 
you’re 2 foot 4 like me, reaching the top of corn plants isn’t always easy

Now by the end of my senior year, I had graduated to being a crew leader - that summer I had two junior high girls - let’s just say it 
was drama all the time - one day they were best friends and they would talk the whole time we were in the fields - the next day 
they hated each other and were giving each other the silent treatment - one day one of they liked a boy - the next day they 
were mad at each other because they liked the same boy - the next day they were both over the boy - because I was such a 
great person back then, I just laughed at them - don’t be like me

Being in junior high is not easy - lots of emotions and not a lot of experience in how to handle them - today’s readings talk about 
relationships and how best to repair damaged ones

The first reading is from the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel - Ezekiel lived in the time right before the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the exile of Judah, the southern kingdom - the people as a whole were living very sinful lives - they thought that the temple in 
Jerusalem and the Ark of the Covenant that was stored in the temple were like good luck charms and that because of them, 
nothing bad would ever happen to them no matter how badly they acted

Sin obviously effects our relationship with God - it also effects our relationship with others - Saint Paul tells us in his letters that when 
one person sins, even if it is a “private” sin, it affects the whole body of Christ, it affects everyone - thus we have a 
responsibility to reduce as much sin in the world as we can, but with gentleness and love

In the first reading, God makes the prophet Ezekiel responsible for telling the Israelites, the Jews, right from wrong
God says if he doesn’t tell them right from wrong, God will hold Ezekiel for the evil that will come to them
But if Ezekiel tells the Israelites what is right and wrong, even if they still choose to do the wrong things, God will not hold him 

responsible
This true as Christians - again, we are responsible for each other
This is what Jesus says in the Gospel - if someone wrongs you, do not seek revenge - if someone wrongs you, do not ignore it either 

- instead, help them to understand the error of their ways - maybe they were never taught that what they did to you was wrong
Jesus says to tell everyone what this person did to you - no that’s not what Jesus said - Jesus says to talk to the person privately, 

one on one - if someone wrongs you, don’t involve anyone else - speak to him or her directly first
Again, help them to see what they did wrong - they may not even be aware that they did something wrong
If they don’t listen to you, then start gossiping - no, that’s not what Jesus said - Jesus says to take the matter to one or two witnesses 

- maybe one or two others witnessed the evil this person did to you - so as a group, try and get them to see the error of their 
ways - but again with gentleness and love - this does and should happen in a family - when something happens, mom may 
talk to the child first - then she might bring in some of the child’s siblings to corroborate what exactly happened 

If they don’t listen to you and two or three witnesses, take the matter to the church - feel free to come talk to me about something - I 
don’t have a family of my own, but I grew up in a family - plus I have the collective experience of the many couples I’ve 
counseled



Jesus then says, if they won’t listen to the church, treat them as a you would a tax collected or a Gentile - which is to say, treat them 
as an outsider

As a side note, notice Jesus says, “…as you would a tax collector or a Gentile” - Jesus is not condoning, He is not saying the way 
the Jews treated tax collectors and Gentiles is right or good - elsewhere in the Gospels, Jesus makes it clear that tax 
collectors and Gentiles are people too and deserve respect - again, tax collectors were hated because one, they worked for 
the enemy, the foreign Roman government - and two, they tax collectors often got rich by over-charging people on their taxes 
- Gentiles were often treated like second class citizens because they were not part of the chosen race

So again, Jesus says if someone won’t listen to the church, then to treat them as an outsider - this is what is happening when the 
Roman Catholic Church excommunicates someone - the Church doesn’t excommunicate someone to get rid of them - no, the 
Church excommunicates someone with the hope that the excommunication wakes them up to the severity of what they have 
done and will come back with humility and reconciliation 

Sometimes parents take the extreme measure of kicking a child out of the house - they do this not because they hate them, but 
because they hope the severity of the action wakes the child up to the severity of his or her actions

But we must do all of this in love
These suggested reactions to sin and evil done by others are much better than just holding it - being bitter doesn’t help - when we 

are mad and bitter, it often doesn’t hurt the person we are mad at, but just us
So we must not seek revenge - we bring up each other’s faults and sins not to berate them, but only to help them grow in holiness
St. Paul in the second reading says that love is the fulfillment of the law
We must correct our brothers and sisters in Christ out of love
We must treat our neighbor, the people around us, as we would want to be treated
But often, even harder than having the courage to address a wrong someone did to us, is the humility to receive correction from 

someone else
It is not always easy to take criticism from another person, even if we know they have our best interest in mind
But we must be humble and hear what they have to say
If we know they love us and want what is best for us, it would be a good thing to listen to what they have to say
If we truly want to become saints, and we should all want to become saints, then we need to listen to the correction of others - being 

defensive or having an ego about our own bad behavior benefits no one
By listening to other’s constructive criticism, we can become better people - it is not easy to listen but we need to 
If holiness, if heaven is our goal, we must do all we can to get there, even listen to the fraternal correction of others
When two or three are gathered, Jesus promised He is there
We must see Jesus is the people around us because we are the Body of Christ
We are the body of Christ - we are to help each other be better members of the body of Christ
As good mature Christians we must know how to give and receive correction in the love of Christ
Only then can we become the holy people God desires us to be


