
My brother is a chef - he went to culinary school in California - while out there, he had some connection to Wolf Gang Puck - earlier this year he 
sold his restaurant a week or two before the pandemic started - luckiest business move ever - now he works at some golf club where the 
membership is six figures - I asked if I could play there - the answer was an immediate, “No” - my brother is amazing at what he does - I 
tell people that my brother can cook for 1500 people and I can’t even cook for myself

I bring this up because food seems to be the common theme in today’s readings - in the first reading, Israel had been defeated - things were 
going from bad to worse - some had been killed - many had been exiled to Babylon - those that remained behind were starving - death 
and gloom were all around them

In the midst of this, God, through the prophet Isaiah, promises better days - Isaiah says on this mountain the Lord of hosts will provide for all 
peoples rich food and choice wines - the mountain Isaiah is referring to Mount Zion, the Temple mount - this would be the temple that sat 
on a mountain in Jerusalem

Isaiah goes on to say that on this mountain the veil that veils all peoples will be destroyed, death will be destroyed, and tears will be wiped away 
from every face - and that they will declare that God has saved us

All of this is fulfilled in Jesus Christ - when we think of rich food and choice wines, we must think of the Last Supper and the Eucharist Jesus 
instituted at the Last Supper - when we think of the veil being destroyed, we think of the veil of the temple that was torn in two at the 
death of Jesus described in Luke 23:44-45 - when we think of death being destroyed we think of Jesus rising from the dead on Easter 
morning and the promise that one day we too will rise - when we think of tears being wiped away, again, we think of the possibility of an 
eternity in heaven seeing God face to face - the fulfillment of every desire of the human heart - ultimate joy and happiness - and yes, God 
has saved us - He has saved us from our sins on the Cross 

But this is life - we go through good times and bad times - if you are a teenager, the good times and bad times flip-flop at least 10 times a day - 
teenage hormones will do that to you - as Christians though, we hold on to the hope that the end of the journey of life will end with eternal 
joy and happiness with God in heaven

St. Paul too talks about good times and bad times - he said he knows how to live in humble circumstances and how to live with abundance - in 
seminary, not so much in class, but in the hallways and chatting with each other in the rooms, we would talk about the possibility of 
religious freedom being suspended in our country - now I’m not much of a conspiracy theory guy, but with the way things are going in our 
country, I can see the remote possibility of Christians being openly persecuted in our country, especially priests - in the seminary, our 
attitude was, “bring it” - this is what happens when guys are amped up and they’ve watched the movie Braveheart one too many times: 
“Yes!, Fight and you may die. Run and you will live at least awhile. And dying in your bed many years from now, would you be willing to 
trade all the days from this day to that for one chance, just one chance, to come back here as young men and tell our enemies that they 
may take our lives but they will never take our freedom!”

Being a Christian we are not promised only good times in this life - St. Paul obviously knew that - yes, if we stay close to Christ, we are promised 
good times for an eternity in the next life, but not this life - this life, even as a Christian there, will be good times and bad times - again the 
theme of food - St. Paul says, “I have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in 
need.” - so, if we like St. Paul, rest in the knowledge of God’s love for us, we will get through any tough time life brings our way - St. Paul 
says in today’s reading, “I can do all things in him who strengthens me.” - do we believe this? - do we know that there is no stopping us if 
we do things in and for Christ?

Just like Isaiah in the first reading, here in St. Paul, in the second reading from Philippians, says that God will supply us with what we need - St. 
Paul says that the glorious riches of Christ will supply us with whatever we need - whatever we need to get through the trials and 
tribulations of this life God put us in 

Do you know the security of the love of God? - do we trust that God really will give us whatever we need?



In the Gospel, God again promises good times ahead, but these good times are not free
In the Gospel today, Jesus again talks about food - Jesus gives the parable of the King throwing a wedding banquet for his son
We need to remember Jesus is speaking to the chief priests and the elders of the Jewish people, the leaders of the community
In the parable, when it came time to celebrate, to have the wedding feast, the king dispatches his servants to summon the guests - the guests 

refuse to come - even when the king sent the servants out a second time, the guests refused to come - they come up with all sorts of 
excuses - one when to this farm, the other to his business - the rest of the invited guests laid hold of the King’s servants and mistreated 
them and killed them

This is all a reference, a condemnation by Jesus, of how the Jews had treated the prophets throughout the Old Testament - it is true, the 
prophets of the Old Testament sent by God to the Jewish people, were often mistreated by the Jewish people, especially the leaders 

In the end the invited guests do not come - it was true 2000 years ago, and it is true today - most of the Jews refuse to believe that Jesus Christ 
is the promised Messiah, that He really is the Son of God, the Second Person of the Trinity - this is not entirely true - you do hear beautiful 
stories of people who have converted from Judaism to Catholicism, to Christianity 

So then the King invites whoever the servants finds on the roads - this is us - we are non-Jews, not the original guests - we are the Gentiles, the 
second desirable guests - this is okay - it is okay to be invited to God the Father’s Son, Jesus Christ’s, wedding feast - at least we are 
here

We are here at the wedding banquet of the Jesus Christ, the sacrificial Lamb, the Lamb that slain for our sins - we participate in the wedding 
feast of the Lamb whenever we receive the Eucharist, the rich food and choice wine given to us by God at Mass

But the parable is not over - what about the man not dressed in a wedding garment - if some stranger dressed in rags showed up at Mass, I hope 
and pray we would welcome him or her with open arms no matter how he or she dressed or how he or she smelled - however, if we 
helped this person find a job and find a stable place to live, we would expect them to come to Mass showered and not dressed in rags

The same is true in our faith journey - love comes with responsibility - love demands something of us - those of you who are married - can one 
say they love their spouse, but then just ignore them 24/7? - yes, love should be freely given - but there is a sense that if you love 
someone, you spend time and resources on and with that person

Being loved by God is the same way - yes, God loves us right where we are, faults and all - but once we realize this, once we become a believer 
and a lover of God, then that demands something of us

Christianity is not first a religion of rules - it is first an encounter with a Person, the Person of Jesus Christ, who loves us - however, that love, the 
love of Jesus demands something of us - it demands a response on our part - hence, the “rules” of our faith - God asks us for at least one 
hour a week - hence the obligation to come to Sunday Mass as a Catholic Christian - ideally we want to come out of love for God, but 
God makes it a rule to indicate that this is what His love for us demands as a minimum response - ideally, out love, we would want to do 
more than the minimum that God asks of us

God loves us and wants to give us rich good and choice wines - He wants to give us the best - He gives us the very best, Himself, to us in the 
Eucharist - this demands a response from us - are we going to put on the wedding garment of virtue, of holiness to the best of our ability 
at the present moment or are we going to refuse to put the wedding garment on?

God doesn’t force anyone into hell - we send ourselves hell - God is not going to force us to spend an eternity with Him in heaven if we don’t 
want to spend time with Him here on earth

Pray today to respond well to the love that God gives us - that we respond well to the rich food and choice wine He puts before us - pray that we 
choose to put on the wedding garment of virtue, holiness, and love - pray that we respond to God’s love for us by loving Him back - this is 
all God wants from us - He gave Himself completely to us on the Cross - all He wants back is for us to give ourselves completely back to 
Him - pray and ask for the grace to do this


