
When you think of a holy person, what do you think of? - do you think of an old woman who kneels in church all day 
praying? - do you think being that holy would be boring?

If you read the lives of the saints, you realize that they were as varied as any other group of people - there were people 
who had tempers - people who lived a shallow life before their conversion - some of the recognized saints of the 
Catholic Church were kings and queens - some are simple people who maybe had a meager education

Now any person, any soul, in heaven is a saint - they are in heaven beholding the face of God - they are also interceding 
for us here on earth with their prayers and petitions to God

Now there are recognized saints in the Catholic Church - we believe that in some instances, with the Holy Spirit guiding 
the decisions of the Catholic Church, we know with certainty that some souls are in heaven - so when the Catholic 
Church recognizes someone as a saint, the Catholic Church is just declaring something that has happened in 
reality, namely that the soul is already in heaven

Usually, the process of recognizing a saint starts no earlier than five years after a person’s death - usually, the potential 
saint’s pastor presents the case to the bishop - specific stages are met on the path to being declared a saint:

Servant of God: as soon as the person is accepted for consideration, he or she is called a Servant of God
Venerable: after the Vatican Congregation for the Causes of Saints determines that the servant of God lived a life of 

heroic virtue, she is granted the title of venerable - heroic virtue doesn’t mean a person was perfect or sinless, but 
that she worked aggressively to improve herself spiritually and never gave up trying to be better and grow in 
holiness

Blessed: after the Church establishes one miracle, the venerable person’s cause is presented to the pope to see whether 
he deems her or him worthy of being called blessed - this step is called beatification and is the next-to-last step

Saint: another miracle and the blessed person’s cause is presented to the pope again for his judgment - often these 
miracles are bodily healings after someone prayed for the potential saint’s intercession, asked for a miraculous 
healing, and it happened - a group of Italian doctors, both Catholic and non-Catholic examine the evidence of the 
medical healing and determine if there is any scientific reason for the healing - if not, it is declared a miracle - if the 
pope determines that the evidence is clear and that contrary reports aren’t credible, he may initiate the 
canonization procedure - if all goes well, the candidate is publicly recognized as a saint

So today, we celebrate All Saints - Halloween is All Hallow’s (All Saints) Eve, the eve of All Saints
All the souls in heaven are saints - they are not dead, but even more alive than we are - as Catholic we believe that death 

is not the end - because Jesus not only died, but also rose again, we too have hope that not only is there life after 
death, but that our life after death can be even greater than our life on earth

In the first reading from Revelations, St. John gives us a glimpse of heaven - he says there is a multitude from every 
nation, race, people, and tongue - Jesus is the Lamb that was slain that now sits on the throne - they are gathered 
around the throne, along with the angels, worshiping Jesus - they are crying out, “Amen. Blessing and glory, 



wisdom and thanksgiving, honor, power, and might be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” - may we pray every 
day to be numbered among the saints

All Saints, today’s celebration should remind us that this earth is not our home - we were created for eternity - we were 
created for heaven - when we look at the lives the saints lived here on earth, we see the many different ways to 
heaven, to holiness, to virtue 

Now All Saints is a solemnity, a Holy Day of Obligation - but since this year it falls on a Sunday, we get two for the price of 
one

Again, though, any soul in heaven is a saint - I had a friend in college who received in prayer, in private revelation that her 
dad was in heaven - usually we don’t know if our loved ones are in heaven - unless you’re my friend or you’re 
Gianna Emanuela who got to see her mother declared a saint of the Catholic Church by Saint Pope John Paul II on 
May 16, 2004 in St. Peter’s Square in Rome, we need to pray for the repose of the souls of our deceased loved 
ones

Otherwise we don’t know for sure if our loved ones are heaven - we hope they are not in hell - most likely, for years after 
death, our loved ones are in Purgatory - this is why the Catholic Church tomorrow celebrates All Souls day - on All 
Souls day, we do just that, we pray for the dead - we pray that if they are not in heaven, our prayers will help purify 
their souls, perfect their souls in preparation for heaven

Matthew 5:48, Jesus says, “Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect” - in order to get to heaven, in order to be 
saints, we have to be perfect - most of us don’t reach that state while on earth - at the same time, we haven’t 
disowned and completely rejected God - thus most of us, after we die, will spend some time in Purgatory being 
purified of our disordered desires and bad habits - the souls in Purgatory are sad because being purified, changing 
in this life or the next life, is never an easy process - however, the souls in Purgatory are joyful because they are 
bound for heaven - you cannot go from Purgatory to hell

Today the Church celebrates the Church Triumphant, the souls in heaven - tomorrow we celebrate all who have died 
ahead of us in the faith, praying especially for the souls in Purgatory - and we will continue this for the rest of the 
month of November <there is a book by the entrance where you can write the name of loved one and we will hold 
them in prayer as a community> if they are in heaven great - if not, God allows our prayers can speed them to 
heaven - today and tomorrow we celebrate the two great feasts of the dead - we Catholics can be morbid - it’s okay

In the second reading we see that we truly are children of God - this is true in this life and the life to come - the Church 
has said Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory are more states than places - in some ways, the state of being purified, like 
that of Purgatory, begins in this life - we are called to allow God’s grace to purify us, to change us starting in this life 
- we should strive, even now, in this life, to be saints, to be holy, to be virtuous, to be better children of God - St. 
Paul, at the end of today’s second reading, says, “Everyone who has this hope based on him makes himself pure, 
as he is pure.” 



We see this even more in the Gospel - in the Gospel, Jesus gives us the Beatitudes - Jesus gives us the formula for 
becoming saints - we are to be poor in spirit, we are to mourn, we are to be meek, we are to hunger and thirst for 
righteousness - we are to be merciful, we are to be clean of heart, we are to be peacemakers, we should be willing 
to be persecuted for the sake of righteousness - but most of all, we should be will to endure insults, persecutions, 
and other evils because of our faith in Jesus Christ - if we are willing to do these things, we will become saints

Is this easy? - absolutely not - the beatitudes set a high standard - we cannot do it on our own - we must constantly seek 
out God’s help in prayer and fasting - we can only do this with the help of God’s grace that Jesus won for us on the 
Cross - we must choose at every moment to do the right thing, the holy thing, the righteous thing

The next time you have a moment, I want you to think about the following - “What if everyone acted as I did? Would the 
world be a better place?” - for example, the reason lying works is because the other person assumes you are 
telling the truth - they assume this because people have told them the truth enough times in the past that they 
believe what you are now telling them is the truth - but what if you and everyone always lied to them all the time? - 
pretty soon they would stop believe anything anyone ever told them - and lying to them would no longer work

Now we ask these questions of ourselves not to put ourselves down and think about what a bad and evil a person we are 
- these ideas are from the Evil One - we are good people because God created us good - however, we sometimes, 
maybe often, do evil things - and we need to repent and change our ways - so go to the Sacrament of Confession if 
you need to - get washed clean - start with a clean slate, a clean soul

Let us then be people of the Beatitudes - Let us be people of the righteousness, even in the face of persecution and insult 
- Let us be people of holiness - Let us be saints in the making


