
What we do matters

In the first reading, the author of 2 Chronicles laments how bad the sins of Judah, the southern Kingdom, have 

gotten - the author says that the people “added infidelity to infidelity” 

The author says that they, the Israelites, God’s chosen people, started practicing all the abominations of the 

nations around them - they were following the sinful habits of the nations around them - I know I too 
often allow myself to be influenced by the world instead of influencing the world with the Truth of Jesus 
Christ


The author says God sent messengers out of compassion, but they mocked the messengers of God - finally 
there was no remedy, no way of bringing the people back to holiness and righteousness


So God allowed their enemies to conquer them - God allows the Israelites’ enemies to burn down the sacred 
temple in Jerusalem, tear down the walls, set the palaces afire, and destroy the precious objects


The Israelites that weren’t killed were hulled off to Babylon to live in exile

The psalm for today, Psalm 137, is from this period of exile - the Israelites were known for their beautiful music 

- their captives want them to play their beautiful music, but the author of psalms says it is hard to do in a 
foreign land - that is hard to sing songs of joy when their great nation is in ruins and they are captives in a 
foreign land


The antiphon of the psalm says, “Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!” - again, in some ways, we, as 
Catholic Christians, live in a foreign land - may we not forget that we are first Christians, that we are first 
children of God, citizens of the eternal Kingdom of Jesus Christ - sometimes in our day to day life its hard 
to remember this


And yet, just as the prophet Jeremiah foretold, a new king arises, King Cyrus of Persia - even though King 
Cyrus is a foreigner, someone you don’t expect to believe in God, he declares that God has charged him, 
has told him, that after 70 years of exile, to release the Israelites from exile and allow them to go back to 
their homeland, to Israel - King Cyrus also charges them to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem


Again, what we do matters - our actions have consequences - because the Israelites actions had become so 
evil, so sinful, God allowed them to be conquered and exiled for 70 years - what we do matters


Now I say the following not to bash Protestants, but to remind ourselves that our Catholic faith is Biblical

When I was in college, when I was hanging out with the Baptists, they would often quote to me Ephesians 

2:8-9, which is a part of our second reading

They would use these verses to “show” that we are not saved by works, by our actions, but by our faith in 

Jesus Christ 




“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from 
works, so no one may boast.”


If you read these two verses carefully, you realize that St. Paul is not contrasting faith and works, but grace and 
works


“For by grace you have been saved…through faith and not from works” - as Catholics, this is what we believe - 
we believe we are saved by grace - there is nothing we can ever do to deserve such a great gift of our 
salvation through Jesus Christ - we cannot earn salvation - salvation in Jesus Christ is a pure gift of 
grace


We are saved by grace through faith - and not by works so that no one may boast - faith does not ultimately 
save us - it is the grace that ultimately saves us - grace through our faith in Jesus Christ


So if we are not saved by works, but rather by grace, why have I said several times that what we do matters?

I find it interesting that during my time with the Baptists they quoted me Ephesians 2:8-9 all the time, but never 

verse 10, which is the very next verse: “For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good 
works that God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them”


So in one verse St. Paul says we are not saved by works, but then in the very next verse St. Paul says that we 
are created for the good works that God has prepared in advance - my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
what we do matters


So it is by grace that we are saved - however, we must respond to that grace, to the grace of our baptism - we 
must allow grace to fan into flame our faith in Jesus Christ and then to allow our faith in Jesus Christ to 
propel us into action


Now some people believe if they are a good person, they will go to heaven - however, this is not the view of the 
Bible, especially the Gospels, the part of the Bible that contains the very words of Jesus Christ


Today, in our Gospel, we have probably the most famous words of the Bible - you see it, or you used to see it, 
at sporting events - John 3:16


John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish but might have eternal life.”


So God offers us by grace the opportunity to believe in Jesus Christ - because God the Father gave His only 
Son Jesus to us from the Cross, we can believe that Jesus Christ is our Savior and be offered eternal life


So if we want eternal life, if we don’t want to be condemned, we must believe in Jesus Christ

And we must not just believe, but we must also do - we must act as followers of Christ




St. John goes on to say that the light came into the world, but people preferred the darkness - why? - because 
their works, their actions, their doings, were evil


St. John says those who do wicked things hate the light because they don’t want their evil actions to be 
exposed - have you noticed that we often do evil in secret, in the dark, or often literally at night?


But those who “live in the truth come to the light so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God”

So yes, we are saved by grace - we are saved by the grace that God first gave us at our Baptism - however, we 

must allow grace to come alive in our hearts - we must allow grace to deeper our belief, our faith, our 
attachment to Jesus Christ


And then we must allow that faith, that grace, to come alive in our actions, in our doings - we must be children 
of the light and not of darkness - we must do things that if they were brought to the light, if they were 
made known, they would been seen as actions of God


Yes, grace is an internal thing - yes, actions are an external thing - but our external things are a window to our 
internal things - so if grace is alive in our souls, then our actions should reflect this


So yes, we are saved by grace and not by works, but our works, our actions, our doings, matter

As we continue this Lenten season, may we allow grace to propel us to do greater and holier works

Remember, what we do matters



